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An Interview with Mra. Birdie Coryell, Lawton,
By -~ Ophelia D. Vestai, Investigator.
March 2, 1938.

ﬁf,barenta goved from Arkansas w£en I was two months
old, staying in Eastern Oklshoma & while, then came here
when I wée about five years old. My father drew a farm near
Quanah Parkert's home northwest of Cache. We were among
Quanah Parker's first white neighbors.

As there was a small creek runping west of the Quanah
Parker pléce, many times my rather has hitched up the two
mules to the wagon thét we had moved to this coﬁntry in, and
taken us to the cresk where we did the weeks washing, rinding

-

plenty .of water there. Water wasn't so plentiful where we
1ived. | |
My father was known as 'Black Johnson' ms there were
meny Johnsons here and Father was of a dark complexion, 8o
'Black’ was his nickname. He was quite a hand to rove through
the monntaiﬁa. He happened to notice some ;oautiful maple frees
one time when people started to se€ trees out here. He went to
the mountains and brought young maple trees\that ¢an now ﬁeTQeon

on - "A" Avenue and Gore Boulevard.
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‘The last fail we lived on the farm Faihgr took the
‘older oﬁildren,‘all of us going along, bug Father and the
ol&gr ones working ard they picked snough cotton,fo buy a -
iot at 907 'F' gtreet and a Qmall house was érented on i% .
. and tﬂat was our rirst home 15 Lawton.,
I veht to my;riraf school, which was in a woodsen
- building of very small rooms, located on the cornér of S5th
- Street and 'B' Avenue where {he éarnagie Library now stands.,
My téachen's §ame was Miss Morton. There was another school-
house on the southeaat corner of the seme block. My school
‘iéb located on the southwest sids of the block. Then those
U two buildiéég were divided into small houses and govad;away,
and the présént day Rmerson school houss made of brick was
crectéq about.the cenfer of the block. My next school was
‘at Lincoln and th; building now stands. One of my children
has. gone to school to the same teacher mow known.as Mrs.
Gormdn,.theg }¥iss Morton. .‘ . R
‘A8 I have mentioned belore my rather was a great iover
of the timber and the mountains. ‘Nany»Sundaya while we chil-

dren were growing up, weé would go to the mcuntains and to

s !
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Port Siil. I have found bows and arrows near rort Sill
where tho.Indiana_ha& thrown thgm away. My father used
. to say, "There!ll be 8 largé‘rort here some day" and he
1ived long emough to help put the foundation in for the’
now post. rather was killed in a rock crusher at Michard's
Spur while workigg there to get rock to help build the new

part of Fort Sill known as the new post.



