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Indian-~ Pionear History Project for Oklahoma

Field worker's name Grace Kellay
This report made on S=22=-3"
~ L, Name ' Wallace Cook

5.Post Office address Okemah, Okla,

%5, Residence.address Seven miles south of QOkemah and

‘ another one blogk north of Okfuskde court house.

}\4. Date of birth 1880 - \

5., Place of birth_Across the rodd from country home.

6. Name.of father Zs.ck Cook

7. Name of mother - -~- Har jo .. Same birthplace.

Number of sheets attached 9
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Interview of Wallzce Cook Thoma.s F. Meagher, Super
by Grace Kellay, Field8 Worker 5 109 south Main
yerch 17, 1937 . Tulsa, Okla.

When my grandfather; Emeithle Harjo, was twenty-
five or thirty yeérs old he was removaed to the Indian
Merritory, from Alabama.'Tha boat that he was to oross
theJMississippi in was a delapitated affair and sank
in the Kississippi River. He swam pratty near all night
saving the women and children, Thay were all brought
here and turned loose like something wild. He’had to

Gibson

walk from here to the Fort/to get the axe and gun that -
the Government promised and gave to him. He built hi g

home across the highway from here. There are some houses

h -

-

“thare but they are not the ones he built, tHey brrned, .

and rotted down, ‘ P . ..

~
-~

I was born in 1880 in the/hoﬁse across the road.
Went to the Wetumkas Missigpﬂﬁhd then to the Eufanla
Higﬁ_ScﬁBol. If I ran ¢ from the Mission onee I ran
aqff & thousand tip but it didn't do me any good. My
folks woul&_tgké/he back thg ver& nexi day and I‘d‘get
3 Whipping' gsidaa. I don't think there‘evar pagsad ]
d&y&?/I:idn't get punished for something. I ought
e

t e an authority on punishment. ~
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Every‘morhing the Principal would come in the dorqifor&
and if.any of us had been mean during the night, he'd
give us a whipping with some switches he brought with
ﬁim for -that purpdse. +f-we That was after breakfast,
then we'd go work t1ill nine O'clock when we'd go to
study our lessons, We had to learn Englxsh and wa'd

‘-

nevar hear it axcept at school. It’s a wonder we @var

learned anything. I don't remaember any of the teachers,
_and don't went to.* Why I stayed in the first reader
$111 I was twenty years 0ld., and then just got to the
center of it.-The first hald of the book was as dirgy
as could be and the last half was just like new.
Wetumke had two stores and was one mile eipt of
where it is now, When the railroad eaze through it
missad Wetumtﬁ so Wetumka had to move to the railroad.,
Tom Scale owned one and Jack Duncey owned the other. _
. The Wewgka District Creek Council was thers. They had
regalgr laws, 8 Judge, Light Horsemen, and would pick &
the Jury and have & trial, Then they would whip or

ki}l the guilty person according to the verdict.

, . ¥
* You %an use your own judgement in beleiving this. I

.
o A
A

3 .~

b le's aPkidder”or "Joker®
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Ispahecha War

wWhen ‘I was two years old they had a battle dowﬁ here
on a oreek, which later wzas named Battle Creek,it was on
Christmas Day, 1882, I guess it was the Eiggast battle
ﬁhat they had, there wapn't‘muoh fighting but it lasted
8 long tima.. ‘ | \
- ﬁy anale, San Jonie Harjof%és xilledfin that battle
and he and s8ix others are buried in my grandmother's
barial ground Sea, 24,Township 10, Range 9. I don't

know their names but my brother, who is four years older,

can tell you. .

After.tha Civil War the Indlans came back and they
were devided, they.wanted separate laws. They hadn't
gotten over the division when they were removed to.this
country, either, Part of them had fought on the North aide

" and part. en the Confederate side. That’&ar was ;usf like
a2 0ivil war between the Indians of the Creek Nation.
| Ispahecﬁa was Northern, Porter was QOaptdin of the
Southern side.

I don't know how many of Ispahecha's men were killed

for they tbok them with them, the ones left here wers the

) Ones on Porter's side.
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(Porters side whipped Ispahechs 's gide and drove them
up in the S&c and Fox countdy or Nation. The chief of tha
sac and Fox didn't want any fighting on their ground, so

ne tbés-sent to the Government and the Government sent sold-
iers to get them b;éx\whera they belong. The Sac and Fox
chief ané a white man came and told Cap. Porter that no

fighting was wanted theré\\

’ LIGHT HORSEM¥;\21 1

we
< =

Sardi Cowa (K08 )w-=-veeaa- e Wetumka, Oklxa,
Jim Spam.ardM ----------- ~———— Y---Wetumksa, Okla.

Tolwa Thloceo is aasf of Henryetta ]
There are fourty-~ four Tolwas or Towns in the Creek Nation;‘
No other Gown can rule a Town, 5uss, Square or Stomp, Whic
evar yau want to cabl it, They all mean the same thing.
They are like our counties, one can't rule the dthar. The
»

King is like tﬁe King of England, born to be & Xing. Not

elacted at all.
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INDIAN BALL GAME
1920

(The one described by Bun Ryal)
Yes, I remember about that Ball Game, I was there.
We camped all night in Little Fish's yard sé\we yoald be
there early in the morning. The ganme is supposed to sfait
just about sun-up. We waited and waited and the Arbeca's
didn't show up till way late. The longer we waited tha
r@jdar we got. We went there te play ball and not to fight,

but & game is always rough.‘That game was betweent the !

Oddesgy's and\Arbeca!s but my brother and I werse Thlob

are guards, center, ‘forwards, like in ba ske tball. The goais

are two poles at each end of the field;.The goals are 150

.feet apart., The side getting 20 scora wins the game. The
|

ball is about the size of & guinea egg, two bats about \

two feet long with a loop on the end to cateh the ball in.

Cne is to guaf% with and one is to gight with, catch the |

z

bell and. throw it with both.
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After the corn is laid by and there is nothing to
do for pagtime, it is time to play ball. And If'{;'a great
 game, thrilling, I don'i know why but you never-heard of
anyone getting hurt real bad nor getting killed. It was
s0 exciting during the game that you didn't know you were
‘hurt till after the game and then in two or. three days you
were as good as new, Whan you‘d see the ball coming your
way you were to get it and throw it to your goal., Well
the man on the other isde would be there to throw it to
his goal. Yon were to get it one way or another so you'd
hit him anywhere you could, head,back or anywhare.lzhﬁ
he'd do likewdse, labe you'd get the ball and mabe whjile
you two were busy someons alse would get %he ball. Youl'd
| get so-egcited that you wouldé't know you were hit ti%x
after the game and then you w;ulq notice.a skinned or

brused place and say,"1 bele%ve I have.been in & ball game.

. They aren't as dangerous as # football game. Not as many
, |

get hurt as in a Py footﬁail game, They are great fun

and that is all they are fof.

|
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: CLAN KIN

<
Clan Xin is easy to understand. When two persons

get meried, they have to be of different clans, their
children belong to th; elan of the mother, The father
doesn't count at all., The\clanvkin has been handed down.
through. the mothar as far backlas anybody knows, but
they don't pay so muoch attention % it now as they use
to.
SALT SPRING

. There wa.s a salt 8p£ing where they made the Wetumka
lake, it covers the salt Spring; There was a l8rge commun=~
ity boiling pot there., We wonld go there and fill this

potf the largest I ever saw) with water and when it was

boiled down there would je nothing but salt in the bottom, /
I

We got our salt there a1l the time,

{ B /
A /

|  Newspaper

1

I guess the Indian Journal at BEufaula is the oldest

newspaper in QOklahoma. It may be 100 years old.
i | .

| i

|

Weleet#ﬁ started in 1899 when the railroad oame through,

Skemah sbaridd im 1900
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SAWMILL
Years and years ago there was a mill three or four
miles west of the present Weleetka, on tﬁe 0ld Canard farm.,
Sefuchie owned it. Henry Duncey run iﬁ. ILater Jackson Puncey,
his son, was partner to Dimi Barnett at Wetumka., He started
to move the boller but couldn't, When I was a boy it was on
-the hill on the old.roasd and I éxpect,if‘it pasn't been
picked up for Junk, it is still there. The road has been
‘ changed sinee then. The 01d mill started for a griss mill,
then they made shingles.
lkedicine kan

Fealis Canard wag & medicine man but he is dead.

rood
l.ost of the Indian food was corn:in one form or amother.
Hominy was called Soogah, then there was the fine grits like

rice which was called Bfkay._We_called rice Ofkey too.

|
I don't like to think about the past. People now dbn't
know what hard times are. Little children went barefooted in

| the snow. I don't know why the Indians sent their childrﬁn

to school unless it was because they wonld be better taken
.. .-ﬂ

care of, They were

ission School$ and the Government didn't

A
¥4

12k them sent’ thgm, so that muat hava ‘been the reason. '\ |
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Prospective Interviews

Dan Cook, my brother, lives North West of Yeager,

straight south of Slick, eight or nine miles, He knows /

yd AN

the names of all seven who were kIlled in that battle,
v

]
'j’
|

/ } I

/
Serty Cowe of Wetumka, is eighty years old &nd

"shonld be able to tell you a iot of things.

>

John Berryhill, ten miles south of Okemah, is
also eighty years old and you can beleive anything he
tells you. The trouble with most of thesa old pzovle

is you can't beleive everything they tell you, but

Just about Wlf of it.
1

Jim Bullet might tell you some things ﬁgo

(
:‘

s

gaf.s his mil at Okemah. ' )
| 3 /

\ LI 4



