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" Robert H, Boatman
Investigator -
Februery 16, 1938, ' -

Interview with J, B. Collins
Jexington, Oklahoma,

I was born in Tenmnessee, October 24, 1860, and

&

" remained {n that state until I was thirty-four years
old, at which time I c;me to the Indian Territory, in
.the year 1894.

I stayed for one year at Ardmore, then moved to
Lex{ngton in 1895, an inland town located near the east
bank of the South Canadian River, about one mile east
o Purcell., Lexington was known as a border town, of
0ld Cklehoma proper end the Indian Territory.

-In the 80"s thé\littla town. of Lexington was
composed of some thrue stores and rive saloons and was
a town of tough character., There were only a few estabe
l1i{shed routes and the ;nly mcans of transportation for

L4

lexington was either by horseback or hack, There were _

e —

— k]

no bridges on the Canadian Riye:4gnd this waa a great
ﬁindrance to all transportation to the west, since the

;Canadian River had to be %bxded and oftentimes a wagon
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vouid be bogged in the sand and people would work for days
to get ut of the bog., Sometimes the famuy v;:mld have to
walk out, leaving their possessions tOﬁbe awallowed by the *
mnddy waters of the Canadian.River, Thousands of dollars in
property and many 1lives have been 1ost in the bogs and
swollen wétera of this river before the erecfion of bridees
' in the Territory. |
In 1896 an 0ld wooden structure of bdridge was erected

agross the Canadian Rﬁver, known as a connecting point be=-
tween Iaxington and Purcell, after which a very progressive
business began in our tomn. I established a mercantile
business and set oﬁt-%o better the conditions of our town
and have mst with many disgppointments, though I have always
advooited the development of our country and town and after
_many years o such we of today should be proud of the develop-
ment Of our Gountry from what was once a country of idle waste
filled principally with roaming Indfans and outlaws,

| '?he Qntorcement of law was hardl&‘recognizeable. as only
a fow United States Marshals with a few deputies were here and

these refugees from justiee usually knew about the times that
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the officers were to gome through the qguntry and they
would generally be out of toﬁn, tho;gh sometimes a posse
of -officers woulé arrive at some poizt ahead of time and
take some of them by surprise. .In this wa;} some of.t;he orst
oriminals have been caught uneware and brought to just%ﬁe.

- 1 now live a$ Lexington where I have boen acti;ély
engaged in the mercantile business for a period of forty-

) “

three .years and.I am proud of gge town of 1,000 population
as a business -sestion that has developed from a town of

border saloons to its preaenf day conditions, v



