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Gomexr Gower,
Investigetor,

Junuary 25, 1988,

3

Interview with Joe Collins,
Poteau, Oklahome,

- a

My-tather, uil;é C.,éoilins, an intermarrieﬁ white man
who lived near Wilson's Kock on the North bank of the Arkansas
River, in the Cheiokee Nation, enlisted as & scout in Confederste
forces under Stend Watié, the femous Cherokee leader.

On one occasion, after a battle with the Federal forces in
the Cresk N;tion, in yhieh'the COnre;erate forces werae greatly
ou&punhorod;\tha tbr;os under Stand Waties, which were composed of
bothnchéctaw\gnd Cherokae’troopa, were ;buted and forced to retrest,
/followed clossly by the Federsl troops. The retreating Indian
tro0ps wers ali\mountad ap. were aeoking a place whers they could
cIoas thohcénadxfn River from the Creek Nation into the Chootaw
Nation but upon *oaching the river they found it to be pank full}ﬂ

‘ énﬂktherorora, uﬁ%ordable.

'

scout s, being fully éyara‘or the strength of the pﬁrigang Federal,

A council witﬂ\hia gcoute was quickly held by Watie and the

Indian troops, advised thet an effort be made to crofs the rsmpant

river a¥ once,pointing out to iim the possibility that the pursuers
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- would send & part of their forces by a eircuitous route to
htqr;sopt th;n from the front apd thus capturs the entire
_retreating farce.

‘Stand Watie was reluetant to expose his men to the
surging waters of the Canadisn at high flood, preferring as
the lesser of the twxo evils which confron ted them to remain
on the North aide of the river and attampt to elude their
pursuers through a more Paaty retreat down the river, énd
gave the cammend to the ;broopn to follow that course.

My father, one of the scouts in the command, knew ‘rull
well the attitude of the pursuing iadien farooa_ toward tha?
pert of the Indian tribes who had espoused the cause of the
Confederacy and that if captured by their op;onentu, certain
death awaited the captured. He was not in a position to
countermend the orggrs given by Stand Watie, the commsnding

.officer, but as s scout, he unﬁiatrqsinly fel) dbehind the
fleeing command 1”, order to be in a poaitiox_; to wam it of
uwtmcmfortub‘lc approach of its pursuers.

In the meantime he formulated a plan &n his own mind by

which his compatriots could be spared capture, which he felt

2
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cortein awaited them if the commands issued by Stand Watie
were not in gome way thwarted. At the psychological moment
he put spurs to his mount and rushed upon the msin column
ghouting that the pursuers were upon them and that the only
means of escaps was to plunge into the neatby swollen stream
and make for the-opposite side, He took the lead iﬁ this
move and was quickly followed by the resainder of the com-
mand, including the command ing officer, Stand vatie.
That Indian oontiné&nt of Indian troopa‘landed safely
on the South side of the Ganadian~R1vqr in the Choctaw Nation
and they felt highly alated at their escape acr?as the river.
They had not 1on; to wait ngore the pursuing Federal
troops appearsd on the opboaite'bank only to givelfedf %0
their d;sappointmnnt in finding their quarry well dut of
ham's way., The pursuers could not afford to risk the dangef
of swinning the raging current and thus expoae‘themsalves to
& ruking fire from the Confederates who calmly sat their mounts

and twitted the Federels on the ease with which they hed eluded

-~

capture,
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It became manifest to the Confederate command that the
ruse which the scout, Miles Co Collins, h&h evolved and placed
in ‘exscution over the head of their coméndmg officer, had ®
been the means ¢f their escape fr§; capturs and probable dsath.
As a regult of that feat Father was scclaimed as & hero and
was congratulated by ;gijcommanding officeri?ér his persist-
ence in coﬁverting certain capture into & strategic deliver-
ance. : - .

On still anqxher occasion Fatper was ons of & party of
twelve scouts who found themselves surrounded b: & largs
Federal Indian force, intent upon their capture. All of the
scouting party were iniians except Father.' Although he was
a whit;~man,»F§ther wore his hair, which was as black as any

Nlndian;s heixr, tied in a knot which‘éas concealed under his -
:hgt, as 41d his Indian comrades, Divining that their captors
éuestioned the identity of the Indian scouting partiy, he quiet-
'ly removed his hat, ggtied his knotted hair and let it fall up-
on kis shoulders. Tpis gset was followed by his comrades doing
the samp thing end ultimately was the means of convineing their

Indien captors that they were of their own psople and therefors
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.entit‘ied to consideration as such, whereupon the scouting

party wes pemitted'to ®» its wa:} without molestation.
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