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Ficld Workerts name Virgil Coursey.

This report made on (date) June 22, 1937, 193
1., Namc Mrs. N. J. Coker.

o, Post Officc Addrcss 1211 North Hudson.

3, Residence address (or locaticn) Altus, Oklahoma.

4, DATE OF BIRTH: Mamth ~  August Day 31  Year 186l.

5 Place of birth fennessee,

/
’

6., Name of Father ~Eli 'urner Sutherland. Place of birth Tennesses.
5 -

/
’

Other informat ion about fat hez;'/

7. Name of Mother Martha Stewart. : Place of bi!rth #.

+

’

Other informastion about mother

—— st

Notes or complute narratife b§ the field worker dealins o . 7> 1) ond
story of the nerson inturviewed, Refer to Marnual for s'.- Lt jeets

and questions, Continue on blank sheets if necessary nni ¢ t..ch firmly to
this formes Numbcr o/f/* sheets attached 4 .
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Virgil Coursey,
Interviewer,

An Interview With Mrs Ne Jo Coker,
1311 North Hudson, ///

Altus, Oklahoma.
' '

My'grandfnther Sutherlend wae born in Morth Caroline,
mar;i d there and went to Tenueases where he wus s iwathodist
pre;aaher for a number of yearss

Ny tathe;, J« Ts Sutherlend and my mother, Msrtha
Stewart, were uoth born ‘and reared in Tennessre.

I married J. D.‘Dob}s in 1881, In a few yearé we
moved to Texas, sﬁd thenees to Oklahora in 1890, Ve settled
nesr Humphreys. y husband died ﬁhat.same year after an
{1lness ;f eighty-one days. % was left with%our,cg{ldren—
two boys ond two yzirls. ' ‘ N

Ky breth r-in-law, who l1ived in Tennes:ce, aud wh; was
a doctor, came ta ke éith wy husd®,nd during his long iil—
ness, He lixéd baing here and deeided to try his hnnd;at
farming; thourh he had never had any experience. Itlwag‘ o
sbout a year hefore he could errange to leave h;shpractice 1

Sy

in Tennessee ard cawe bask to Humphrsys.

the meaﬁiiae,'i tried my best t0 wmmxe a living,

but three years' crop failure reduced me to extrens pqibrty.

The children were too szall to work, ond I was unadle ©o
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/ make a g0 of 1t by myself. I had good neighbors who
did everythiné In-their powsr to aasigt ne, coming
ailes to see after me, Iy brgther-iﬁ-law also let me
have some monsy which I repaid after the children got

"older,

Thoss were years of hardships, vhen it s-ened im- -
possidle to 70 mu-~h further. One year { mnde oune half
gallon of il last through th= entire i;ar, I soaked
ovks in the 01l and these were used to{etarﬁ fires,

My wrother-in-law secured a farm adjoinigg q§ dut
his inexperisnce in faém management nade it necéeéur&
for him to return to his nrofessin as & doctor,

LMy hrother—-in-law went over into the Indian Territ’ory
to qst me sUMe Wﬂoda He was errested by the United States_
Marghal and put in Jail.‘ fe wers very much worried “avout
him wefore he‘wéé;ﬂble to send word to 15 telling us where
he was..‘The ef%iceis‘aéarched-pim.and‘foundr&:bocket oo
nontainfﬁé sixty dollérs. ‘Thoi told»him they woulﬁ‘keep

1t for him, -In a few days someone wss in need of & wagon'

and %eam to move samething. The offioers t0ld my wrother-

inulaw they wnula aligs him to take his team nad do thip
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work pro#idgﬁ he'woﬁld’promise to return to jail when
the work,was.completod; This he did. He made several
dollars on this job and was soon released from- juil
returning home with,more mcney‘than he hal when he ler%.

‘ Iwuas determined thet he should not mate asy more
such sacrificecs Tor me and therezfter T wont efter my
own wood, 4y small son accompenied me snd we carped
long exough tJ cut 2 loed of wood, Ve hnd one balky
horss that 1néis£eé ocn balking just keZore we go?t to
the’riVer. He zlways ha;ked at just the ssme ?1a°Qg,,Jx ) ‘

OB S R

Pinally .1 coneeived the 1dea of blimdfoldtng hiz by
tying e dress or somethiug over his hemd. This warked
fine, and he never w:lked again. ‘

In 189., oy erother-tn-law peid us e viait. Vhen
his train errived at Vereou h/ round one of ¢.r raighiors
there and srrangad to ride ont with him, The neighbor
told M thot he wos welcome to ride, but th;t they must
hurry. There had been an Iniien uprising nesr Navajo
and the n;iaﬁhor had heaxd of it after his arrival in

Varnon where he had gone to securs supplies, He urged

haste, reesonin~ thav in all prose®ility their families
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would Be found slain »y the ’Xndiana. My brother-ln-i:w
hastened in%tc & store and h;aght a larg; supply of
ammuni tion., iy hush¥and hed been 2 sheriff in.Tbxas and
he knew the kina of guns we had: 30 he gought gensrously
for every gun on the place, 'they arrived home late that
afternoon. We saw thew coming, lasbing the tesm every
step of the way. [ noticed the uelghdar ssemed aaxious
to get hoewe and stopped only long onough‘for my brotﬁer—
in~law to get cut of the wegon. I questioned ny w¥rother-
fo-law ~oncerning the large amount of ammunition, cnd he
replied thet he intended dolug some hunting, I 4id aot
know for several we~ks that there had weecn mny troiuble
with the Indians,

Ky mother sud wrother were <illed in the ternade at
Snyéer in 1905.

In 1901‘1 married dr, Coker. He was 2 lo~el preacher
and preached in prastically every schagl house in the
~entire qountry. »e have besen living in .iltus for ths

o

past twelve years,
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