
CGKEB, H. J . (Mrs.) INTIRVIOT 4998

52



Form A-(S-149)
- 8 -

OOKER, MRS, N. J . INTERVIEW.
BIOGRAPHY FORM

WORKS PROGRESS ADMINISTRATION
• Ind ian-P ioneer H i s t o r y P r o j e c t fo r Oklahoma

4596.

Field Worker's name Virgil Ooursey.

This report made on (date) June 22, 1957. 193

1. Name Mrs. N. J . Coker.

Post Office Address 1211 North Hudson.

3. Residence address (or location) Altus, Oklahoma.

4. DATE OF BIRTH: Mouth August_

5. Place of birth Tennessee.

31 Year 1861.

6. Name of Father""Bll 'l'urner Sutherland. Place of b i r th Tennessee.

Other information about father '

7. Name of Mother Martha Stewart.

Other information about mother

Place of bir th

[Notes or complete narrative by the field worker dealing .;
story of the 'x-rson interviewed, Rofer to Kar<ual Tor r/.^
and questions. Continue on blank sheets if ncoessary r.n:i. '

/ .this form. Number of/ sheets attached

'• •> i ; / . - e n d

:c:i firmly to



54
0OKE3, MRS. N* J« INTRRV.IBW. 4596.

Virgil Ooursey,,
Interviewer.

An Interview With Mr# N« J* Goker,
1211 North Hudson,

Altus, Oklahoma•
r

% grandfnther Sutherland was teorn in North Carolina,

raerii d there and went to Tenueasee where he WUB a inethodist

preacher for a number of years*

fifiy father, J . T* Sutherland and ray mother, Martha

Stewart, were both born "and reared In Te'nnessee.

I married J , D« Dohks in 1881. In a fev; years we

moved to T*xas, and theace to Oklahor^a in 1890. v̂ e set t led

near BumphrayB. % husfcand died that same year after an

ll lnesa of eighth-one days. £ was l e f t withpmr children-

two boys ond two ?,\

My broth ^r-in-laWj who lived in Tennessee, and wao was

a doctor, came to be with my husband during'his long i l l -

nes8s He li^sd being hare and deeidsd to try his ht.nd a t

farming, though he had never had any experience. I t was

afcout a year before he could arrange to leave hia practice

in Tennessee ard coine back to Humphreys.

JjOi the T,earititie, - i t r ied my iiest to laakea l iv ing,

fcut three years' crop fa i lure reduced me to ejctre.ie poverty.

!he children were too ariall to work, ond I was unable to
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make a go of I t by rayaolf. I had good neighbors who

did everything In their power to a s s i s t me, coming

miles to see after ine. % brother-in-law also l e t rae

have some money which I repaid after the children got

older.

Those were yeare of hardships, tfhen i t s - ^ed im?-

pcasible to *o r.iu^h further . One year * mode one half

gallon of oi l los t through tha ent i re year. I soaked

o&bs in the o i l and these were used to^star t f ires*

#y krother-in-law secured a farm adjoining trie t u t

his inexperipnoe in farm management nade i t necessary

for him to return to h i s professi m as a doctor.

J3y fcrothor-in-latr went over into the Indian Territory

to get me some wood* He.was arrested ¥y the United States

-^arshal and put in j a i l . «e were very much worried about

Mra before he was, able to send word to is t e l l ing us where

he was.. The officers searched him and found a'pocket boo.

.containing sixty do l l a r s . They told him they would keep

i t fox him. In a few days someone was in need of a tragon

and "keam to move something. The officers told iny brother-

in-Iaw they wo'uld allow him to take hie team -nd do
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work provided he wauld promise to return to j a i l when

the work was .completed. This he did* Ho made several

dollars on th is job «nd was soon release*! frora-joil

returning home witb<,more money than he hai when he l e f t .

I was determined thct ho should no£ n«v:© any more

such sacrif ices for me and thereafter I w?nt sf ter ray

cm wood* j«y small &on accompanied me snd w? carped
v

long eaouf.h to cut e loed of wood, \*e hid one tealky

horse that insisted on fealkiag j ^ s t before «e got to

the r ive r . He olwaye ^alsred a t just the SBme placc,^.

Finally ,1 conceived the idee of blindfolding him Vy

tying a dress or eoraethiug over his heed. This worked

fine, and he never Talked again.

In 1891, riy brother-in-law p«id us e v i 3 i t . When

his t rain arrive-! at Vercou h' round one of o-r pai^hiiore

there and srxangsd to r ide ont tfith htnu "Ehe neighbor

told hl# \,hot he "»ns welcome to r i de , but that they must

hurry. Th«r« had been an Ini ien upriaing near Navajo

and the nei«Ji>or had he«srd of i t after Ms arr ival in

Vernon where he had gonf? to secure supplies, Be urged

haste, reesonirr; th»v. in a l l proheblllty their families
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would lie found s l a in by the Indians* % bro ther - in - law

hastened in to a s t o r e and bought a l a r g e supply of

ammunition* %ty husband had been a she r i f f in Texas and

he knew the kino, ox' ©IOB we had. 3o h» oought generously

for erery gun on the plaee* They ar r ived ho&e l a t e t h a t

afternoon* vie sac? tfr&i! ooiaing, l ash ing tha team every

step of the way. I noticed the neighbor ssocied anxious
4

to get houe and stopped only lon^ onough tot my terothex-

in-law to get out of the vragon* I questioned ny brother-

in-law concerning the largo aiaount of acsmunitton, £.nd h©

replied that he intended doing some hunting* I did ,iot

know for several we îcs that there had beea any tr juble

with the Indians*

% mother &&d brother were Killed in the tornado at

Snyder in 1905*

In 1901 I married &x» Coker* He was a lo^al preacher

and preached in prasticadly every school houae in the

entire country. »»e hare been l iving in ^iltus for tho

past twelve years*


