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Louise 3. Barnes,
Investigatdr, .
January 24, 1938,

s

o An Interview with Mr, Harry Colemsn,

Geary, Oklshome,

I ;raa borfi in Yowa, 1881, and came to Oklahmma
with my mothexr that same yesr, from Nebreska, I ate
tended sciwol in the Arapaho school at Darlington,
whei'e oy father tsught sevcral years. Then I moved
south of Watonga with my parents, where my fatilLer wes
Indi:;an rgmer over District 9.

. SomF white families who 1{ved near Arapaho capr=
ried watér from a nearby spring, and it was while one
of the women was gone 10 this spring to get water that |
an Indian boy tried too pull her from her herses. The
boy knew this would get hiw into troudble, 8o he rsm off
fran ths camp where he stayad and went to an adjoining
cemp and traded his striped jacket to Cossy Red Lodge
for his covat. This, of course, csused the =oldiers to
think Cossy was the boy who had caused the trouble, end
ngem theyﬁrrtnd. after being notgfied the description

of thg boy, they shot Comsy through the lsg whem he
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sterted to rm and as the boy turned end wemt toward
the officer, the officer began to welk backwards.
Cossy kept coming closer, them the officer stumbled
and feil on his back and Cossy jumped and grabbed the
officerts gun, and would have shot him if my father,
George Colanan, had not arrived f{n tims to get the
gun from Cossye

~ Father got Mr. Foose, a lawyer from Watonga, to
go with him and they tqQok Cossy to Arapaho to the doctor,
but on the road Father met a soldisr and told what had
happened, a:;d that Cossy had explained about changing
clothes with 1.:he other boy, Father knew if the Indians
found out about the accident thay would go on the warpath
and they would probably bura the town of Watongae Father
gave the soldier a note and told hin to get to, Captain
Hesdacan, of the canp on tie Washita Rivér, because he
wanted him to send guards ss, aoon as poasible to save the
town, Washita River was cut of {ts banks and rising =rll
the time but this did mot keep the soldier from déliver-
{ng the megsage, He r0d8 with great speed and crossed

[ J0°

the Washita, gotng strxaight into camp on the rum, whsch

L4 [N
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was against the rules, but, of course, the captain
knew somsthing was wrong, He read the note, ordered
out ten soldiers snd told them to ride like never bee
fore to agve the town, They crossed the roaring Washits
River safely and arrived in VWatonga at ten o'cléck. Ycu
¢ottld heer thetr horses = mile aways They rode {: *
town znd dismounted and’placed the town under martxél
law, Father would not let Cossy Red Lodge éo home that
nizht, he made him weit unt4l morntng for he was afraid
that it would not help matters any to hrve him to go
back to the camp and relste tfo. them what happenede Coasy
returned to camp the next daey, but he must have told thema
Vatonga was nnd:ar martial law because the Indians csused

, \
no troubles



