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Ficld Workerts name _Anus B Barry,

Tiis rjort made on (date) __ geptecher 24, 1937, 192

1. wp N Frank Andraw Qoleman,

9, Post Q7tire Address Rl Reno, Oklehqma. - .
’ - o7
3, Residonce &r&-ss (or location) %29 Scuth Miles Street.

4, DATE OF BIRTH: Month Tuly Day _ 7 Year 1870,

S Place of birth ‘ QlarkeOounty, Iowa,

Name of Iﬁw md Caleman, Place of birth Hew Jersey.

Other information about father

Neme of Mother Lyvine Seger CQlemAQ. Place of birth Ohio.

Otrer information about mother

jotes or comrlote narrctive by the Ticld worker dealang with the 1ifs and
tory of the .creon interviewed, Refer to Manual for surgested subjects
rd que~tionc, Continue on blank sheets if neccssury and atvach firmlyp to
his form, Number of shocts attached o \\
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Anna Barry, /
Interviewer. /
pept. e, +837.

An Interview Wjth Framk Andrew Coleman,
/ El Reno, Oklahoma,

Frank Andrew Coleman was born in Olarke Gounty, Iowas,
on July 7, 1870, the son of Ed Coleman and Lyvina (Seger)
Goleman, His grandfather, Andrew Seger, was barn August
3, 1812, in Onondaga Qounty, New York, he grew up there
and at the age of twenty went to Geauga Qounty, Ohic. In
1833 Andrew Seger married Louiss Knox who waa born June
4, 1817 A fver their marriage they loaded their possessious
on a two-whepled cart, drawn by one horse and moved out
inta the wild;rneas five miles from any other habitation,

There Andigw Seger duilt a one-room log house in which
they lived untii the sountry settled up around them and 1t

was Oon this fannithat Mr, Coleman's mother Lyvina (Seger)

¥
i

Goleman was born.,  Andrew Seger and wife, after rearing

/

/

a family of seven ghildrsn, four boys and thres girls, sold
their farm in Ohio and wemt west to Illimois, settling at
Dover {n Bureau Oonnﬁy. It was chiefly in that rich and

fortile agricultural ésction of morth central Illinois that
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Mr. Qoleman's mother and her brother Johun He Seger, grew

up and attended school. ' o

.. % Mz, Colehan's mother told him that at one time during
’#.

.

the Civii Var several spesches had bheen made urging youag n.n

L
to enlist, but W thout getting response fram a single

person vhen her father Andrew Seger rose and saeid, "If
the young men will not enlist the old men will have to",
and went forword and signed the enlistment roll, after
which Jones Ge~ring, a man not quite so old as Mr, Coleman's
grandfather said, "If Andrew Seger can go, I can", and put
his name on the roll and after that the youug men in the
audience got up almost in a body and croned forwsrd and »
put thelr 1ames down unﬁil the éompany of one huundred w;;‘?
meds up, NN

4ndrew Seger, Mr. Coleman's grandfather, served until
after the batiles of Qorinth and Fort Donelson, when his
health became g0 poor that he was givan an honoyrable dig-
gharge, ,Aggrew Seger was tgnn forty-eight years ol age.

In 1864 when Lincoln ealled for three hundred thous?n&

more soidiers, John Seger, Mrs. Coleman's Mother's brother
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who ;as attending the vover Acadamy}anliéted‘and Jolined
Shormagka‘Army on the Atlantie camprign, He marched with
Sherman s Army through QQOrgia,thence through the Carglinas
and Virginia and at the time of hip mustering out had
participated in thirteen‘battleu and skifmishoa and had
carried his knapsack and gun over fifte~n hundred miles,

In 187 Mr. Noleman's unele, John Seger, ecntered the

\;Edian serv ce as an Agency employe &t Darlingten, In the
sp;fhg\?r 1886 he was sent by ¢ aptain Lee to colonize a
number d}KGngenne and Arapaha Indian ramiligs on farms at
a place a digzg?cg\of sixty miles from the Derlingtaon Ageney.
This place beoame ézth\fs the Seger Indiesn Colony whieh
sventually came to be reéﬁrded as & subagenecy to Darlington.

N

Here at 0glony, farms were Opgﬁsq\up and én Industrial
School was built. Colony 1s lacsted.near the head of Qobb
Oreek in the eastern part of Washite Ogﬁngg.

It was in 1889 that Nr, Seger kept wri§}n§ for MNr.
Coleman to coms to Colony besause he needsd Mr.\Bnlgman to

help with the Indiana, and {t was in the spring of 1890 .
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that Mr. Colemen eames on the stageAEO Dariington. He

ate his firat nenl in Darllngbon‘at the Mennonite Mission.

\ The next day Mr., Coleman started rfor colony)riﬁing wi th

a marn who had e&mo to Darlington after z losd of supplies
and as this freight wagon reached the Canadlan River

they csmpad at a pla~s known as Dead Waman's Janyon. This
freighter told Mr. Osleman how thls plaged happened to be
called Daad Woman's Cenyon. It was when John Seger was
bringing his first band of Indians to Galony that they Had
mede oamp and as Mr.‘Seger was seated by the campfirs with
rome Indians, a asll was heard fyom bagk in the canyon and
a messenger soon reported the arrival of B;re Rabe, whose
wagon had been stuak in the mud but who would soon reach
Darlington oamp. Bavre Robe's wife wss very ill when they
had left Dariington but it was her wish that the; put her
in the wagon and that she should come along on this trip
end she t0ld them if she died to bury her ogithe prﬁtrie
and continue their journsy. The nsxt morning as tﬁ; Indians
mad; ready to continue their jouraney, ap Indian came to old

John Seger ani told him that Bare Robe’s wife was dying and
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when Mi, Seger reached their magion she was breathing her
last, Mr. Soger'tp;d\Barp Robe they woéid.atay in camp
that day and bury his wife and Bare Robe begged thex to
go'on, saying that he and hls sor would dury her and then
they would catch the others. The ground was frozen 80
herd that mornin~ that Bare Robe had to bufld qdfire on
the ground so that hs could dig his wife's grave which
he got just deep encuch to barely cover her. This'oamping
placse i{s known to this day aé Dead Yioman's Canyon.

after Mr, Colmman'§ arrivel at Colony, Mr. Seger uls
uncle put him in charge of the commissary to issue ration§
to the Indfa ss A4t this time theoy iscued sugar, coffe;,
bascon, flo.r ani sosp to tne Indi=wns, Mr. Seger would
often $alv %0 ¥r. Coleten telling him how wild and uneivil-
fzed the Iniians had been when he first came with them to
Golony, Mr. Seger had had each Indian to pledge, ;ben they
tirst came here, that he would ston gambling end wouid £0
to work farming. Theéu Initens raised the rirst wheet ever

grown {n Wsshitz County,
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¥r. Colemsn in all his travels had never seen eny

one with aéparga & nose as.an Indian named Big Nose whose
nose was‘a large as a tes cup.'.One night this Indian,
Big Nose,got into 8 gambling éame and gambled off his
fiva wives ‘and then mournsd for about a month for hise
wives and one day traded all his ponies for #n 0ld Indlan
squaw who just gould barely get around,

This Indian Big Nose hed two girle by his tirst wife,
but when these ehildren were very small they were sent to
Garlisle, Pennsylvania, to attend school. One dey Big
Nose regeived a letter from his daughter Rosz Big Noze,
stating that she wanted to com; and vigit her father,

When Mr. Coleman read thie letter to this Indian, he cried
and said he didn't have a home to bring his\daughfer té
and thgt she would hate him for net having a home. But
Mr, Oolemsn assursd this Indian if hd wanted his daughter
%0 come on a visit, that he ;culd fix up 8 little log
house down on Coph Oreek for him end this they did, white-
washgd the wall, put up a be& and stove; this Indian had

\
a fepas which he set up olose  to the log cabin. Big Nose
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414 not li¥» o live {n - house. After hi: dauchter
arrived she tried to get hi@ to 1ive in the log cabin with
her, but he wanted to live In bis tepec. Tosu Big lioss
ramained st Colony‘two yeurs,

Tz 10892 anthorit: wae <ranted for the builaing of a
briex set.aolhoure to be given the name of the Seéer Schaol;
it wes an Industrisl Sourding Sehool. Mr. Goleman helped
to build this school. He worked as a fariner a¥% Colony

'n

from 1890 to 1897 - ]
Mr, Coleman last sumuer, built 2 ristern for \r,

deschbarger, uding the same dbrick that John Seger and

Yeschberger hsd msde ané used in thejfirst briek bullding

at Darlingto1. On~ of theve bricke Mr, Gcleman is keeping

for a vespsake to rem~mb 1 the ploneer duys at Darlingtons



