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Interview with Elizabeth King Cogill,
Oklahoms City, Oklahomas _

Mrs, Czarina Colbert Conlan.

&

-

ht's.\ Cxerina Colbert Conlen is one of”the most prominent
women of Oklahomé, s she was of the Indien Territory before
Statehood. From the standpoint of linesge also of personal
accomplisiments, her .ame is clceelﬁr co@M with Oklahoma
history throughout its development, >

She is one=guarter Chicknssw and one qu:;'tga}' Choctaw.
Her father, James Allen Colbert, was & membes. of the Chickse
saw Tribe, and proaminent in tridal at‘gp‘ira. ;ﬁ_; father,
Mertin Colbert wes named on the committee ofj ~seven delegates
" by his people to meet with a committes sent out by the United

States Govermment to 1nvesti%‘\ate the lands west of the Mis~

i ]
|

pigsippi River before signing the treaty for the removal of
Chickmsaws and Choctews. BT
The father of Martin, Levli Colbert, grest graxﬂ:rather
f Myrs.Conlen, was the standard bearer at the Bettle of New
Jaekson

leans under Andrew/in 1815. He wam aewaried a medal for

s bravery on this ocecasion in 1815, by President John
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Quuicy sdeams. The Golbert family 1; 1isted among the noble
families of France and England.

As Curator of the Museum of ths Olflahom State Historical
Society, Mra. Conlan is following in the foota;éim of this
noted ancestor, and has become the "Stendard Bearer” of her
people in her devotion to her work in collecting, .placing,

gsecured from
and arranging the valuable collection,/ not only mexf people
but all others as well who have helped to bumild this great
commonweal th. a

Tha youngest dapghter of a large family Czarins Colbert
wag born near Colbert, in the old Chickasaw Nation. Her
mother, Athenius Folm,waé born in tise Choctaw Nation at
Iiag;etown,' ‘1n 1838, deughter of Rév. Isresl Folsom,who #as
one yuarter choctaw, s descondant from the well known Folsom
femily of tew England, |

Iarael Folsomt served as s missionary to his people for
many yeers, t'ranaiating soveral books of the Bible into their
iangxags, and was the first cne o translate the Lord's pm§5r
mto the Choctaw langusge. 4

As a child Czarina’s education was directed by her mother

tut later she attended a small neighborhood Chickesew school.
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For two texrms she attenied a convent in Denison, Texas,
Later, she attended Mary Beldwin College, in Stanton,
Virginia. Returning to Indian Territory in her later teens,
she wes mrr.ied to #ichael Cohlan, & native of Wiac'onain,
in 1894. To them one daughter was born, lottie, who teaches
art ir Oklshoma City schoolse ‘

Mrs. Corlan hes traveled extensively with her musband
and deughter throughout the United States and Furops. She
hes been active in club; church, and fraternel organizations
of her cit'y ’and-state. Some idea of hepr varied interssts
pey be gleansd from the mamber of times she has "blazed the
trail” not only for haraeif but for womeamkind, She was the
first woman in Oklahoma elected a mimber of a sehool board,
sorving two yesrs in lindsay, a decade defore wommn mfrrage.
In 1?96 in her home in Atoka Mrs. Conlan helped organize the
first study cludb in the Indian Territory, the rionser, and
later becamo the first President of Women's Fedorated Clubs
of ;ndian Terripory.

In 1932 the Oklahome Federation of Women's Clubs eleeted
Mrs. Conlan as their ﬁiz'qctor—v;hich placed her on the National

Bogrd of the General Federation of Women's Clubs. For twelve
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yoars sﬁe has served the State Federation as Chan:man of
Indian Welfsye, ani is now on the asdvisory Committee of the
Nationsl committes, one of three women in the United States
on that mpqrtmt work, Mrs. Conlsn has served as President
of thc Oklahoms Divisfon of the United Dsughters of the Gone
federacye. \

At a maws meeting of Chickesaws end Choctaws at ardmore
1.n 1928 to select a delegstion to urge the mportancza of
certain legislation upon Congress, she was chosen &s the .
only women on & Committee of Five to represent the Cmm;.
At this meeting, all tribal precedent was broken thez: a
women, Mrs. Conlan, was unenimously elected to. preside over .
the dsliberations. A

The lest significent honor thet bas been givon,té‘h:rs;‘
Conlan, is the Oklshome Memorial Associetion anrmod ﬁpox{
her honoréfy membership in the Associstion, "in recoéniéiog
end appreciation of the great and good public service which
ahe has rendered in years past to humanity and ‘the State of
Oklehoma for which all .klahomans are grateful” Novanbacr 16th,
1035, The certificate of membership wes signed by the Seere- :

tary and President of the 4ssociation and the Secretary of
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State of Oklahoma ard by Govermor E, W, Mariand,

In 1926 at a reunior of the "Folsom Family Association®,
of which Mrs. Conlan is & member, thet met 1a Portsmouth,
New Hampshire, she was 1nt;odnced as the firat Iadiaas and
member of that bremch ¢f the farily residing west of the
Mississippi, over to attend their.reunlon.‘ She read a
sketah of her great uncle, David Folsom, the most cus-

- standing man of the Folsem mame, the fﬁllouing year at
their family reuaion im Boston, Massachusetts.

On November 22rd, 1923, a iTes was plaated im hamor
of Ozarina C, Comlan on the highway north of the State
. Capitol. By a vote of thekpeople of Oklahoma seventy per-
sons have been so honored ror their outstandirg achieve-
ments. This tree-planting was sponaorad by J. A. White-
hurst, President of the Board of Agricnlture. ¥rs. Coa-
lan's name is given in the 1926-27 book of "Who's Who".

On Jamusry 28, 1937, Mrs. Coxlsn presented her eightees
annual report of her work to the Board of the Oklahoma
Historical Soclety. Th;t report shOﬁad that more than
$100,000.00 worth of articles had beew edded $o the museun.
This splemdid recard of contimucus lmportant serviase speaks

" thr ttself.



