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CLARK, A. F. . INPERVIE« 12268,
Johnson H. Hampton, Lo
Investigator,
November 29, 1937k
| . An Interview With A. F. Clark,
A riopesr, Clayton, Oklakcua. ‘-
1 was born Juiy 29th, 1867, in washingion County,
|

Tennesses, aﬁa camé to the Indian Territory, Choctaw Hation,
when I was }racticellg a young 'Bn. 1 don't know how old
1 was when £ cene here to this country. iy father and
mother did not come to this country. They lived at our
old home until their death und both of them wereburied
there &t the old placé back 1n Tennessea.

I cane tou thisggg?ntry by myself on the train. £ haa
wanted to cu..e over here for several years but on account
of uy tolgs ! lived=at home with themc;ntil their deatﬂ.

1 then left there and care over to this country. Why 1
selected this pigce to coie o war that my uncle was
living here, having been here for several years, and had
written wme to come and that he would give me & joby so I
ca:e and went to worhlfor him in the store. I worked for
him for several yaurs, 1 had a ;retty hard time ‘in the
store for I ¢ uld aot understand a word in Choctavw., Most
of the Choctaws could not spesak the English language at

that time and they could nut make me understand them, but
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they would go &round the counter 2nd point out what they
wamted, and by thet way I got by with them 81l right.

I soon learned to trade with tham-I did not learn their
language very much but I learned enough to make trades
"with them better. I then pué?: little store of my own

and ran it for some time; then I sold out and went back

to work for my uncle again. '

When 1 first came to Antlers, there were but few

white people Lere in tCwa and nonc cut in the Souniry.

The country was wild and woolly. It was open countiry with
very few houses, Tha Choctaws lived in communities and it
wab several miles between ihem; fhora were no housss for

several miles.

-~

At that time, especially on Saturdays, the town used
to be full of Choctaws. They did not get drunk very much
back in phOSQ days for they could not get any r&fo-water
in town. They had to go to raris, Texus, to get their
fire-water and had to go on the train. The United States
Marshal would be on the lookout for th:?, and when they
c¢rossed the river with it the marshals wouid take it away
from them, so they could not get any fire-water over very

, uch, BSometimes they would get some firs-water over but

"not very much.
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fthen the Federal Court was established in Paris,
Texas, that court had jurisdiction over ?hia part of tie
Indien Territory. A man by the name of Dixon was appoint-
o8 United States Marshal. He was locdted at Paris. I was
appointed one of his Deputies of which he had several et

through this part of the country then. tihen we caught
eriminals ~e had tontake th%§(to laris, there being no
Jail nearer than Paris, where thev stood their trials.

It was very difficuit to cateh & man for the country

is mountainous and hilLy: and but few houses where we
could get information Hg‘w&nted. Most of the people were
Choctaws, who could noﬁUtalk the knglish, so we could not
get very much informstion out of them. | ' .
After several %§ars the Federal Govarnqent finally
established a Federai Court at Antlers, Indaan Territory.
Je Jo Moaloster, who sas living at Moilester, was appointed
United States Marshal in the central district ss it was then
called, and I was appointed one of his Deputies and served
with him until his term expired. I think that it was about
1897 or 1698, when the court was established in Antlers.

e had to contend with all kinds of criminals &t that

time, for the most of them were criminals back in their home
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gtate and were maybe sbout tyo or three days shead of the
officers in thul state, came over here to harbor themselves
and hed friends that would hurbor them 85 long as they want-
od t0, and it aede very hard on us s&nd-hill Gejutiss %o get
our man, but we would finally land him. The 014 courthouse
that the Federal'Government built was burned down in 197%%,
and the old jail was torn down soms few days ago. The old

( relic 1s gone now.

Ve had no {rouble wi&h the Indian people. 1f we had
a warrant for one of them all we had to.do was to send him
vword that we had & warrant for him and for him to come in
and he would coms, bring his bondsman with him, make his
bond sand go home. XNo trouble &t ail with them.

%hen I first lended herg there was lots of wild gare -
deer,‘turkeye an& lots of fish in the river end the oreeks,
and some bo«r's &ad paunlher &ﬁé lots of small éame, quails,
squirrels, and prairié chickens on the prairies south of
Anflers, but they are sli gone now-not many deer and no
turheys at all any more. ’

I wag & deputy United States Marshal at the time and
was locsted at the town of Antlers, when the Jones and locke

troudble was on and after the bnttle/undgr the {nstruction
‘ | ]

* .
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of the court at Paris, 1 arrested most of them snd toox

them to Puris, Lut the court decided .that it had no

jurisdiction over tuemn so we turned them loose and le%

them go. 7They cume very near having 8 big battle. The

.. Lokl forces very:vamped acrpssighe river, snd yere en-

trenched the£§ behind some big logs that they had piled up

for their protection; and the Jones forces were camped at
Goodland getting resady for the battle, and we, the Marshals, .
had to go from one place to another‘trying 1o keep down
trouble between thew. Still it looned iike that we were not
going to keep them from fighting. In the meent Lue & cum-
pany of soldiers ca.e down and camped here in antlers, end
went out aﬂd talked to both sides and finally succeeded in
getting them tu lay down their guns and é; back home end
when they did, that stopped the war,

I have attended ssveral of the Indian canp meaetings.
fie viould go out to keep the peace for them while the meet-
ing was going on. we did nqt have any troublie in heep}ng
the peuce for you take the Indian people and they respect
the law and order. All you had to do wes to be there and
let them know that you were there, and they would not do

anything that waa in violation of law,
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I have also attended several Indian Ball games.
They, of course, would figﬂt durinz the pams. Soms
would be pleying ball while some would be fighting.

They sanetimes would not finish the game until the next
doy. My experience with the Choctaw peOplé has been
~ood. There are nc better nuo,le oa earci tliun the
Choctaws. {hhave hzod lods of dealings vith tien in

the stores and out, and I alweys found them to te lLionest
lawhidinz pebple, tuat they would kill 2na fi:nt among

" themsclves. Thoy &8l1 used to carry guns hack in’
those days, su the fustest one wéuld %111 tke other one
in a ficht with sums,

I am new living at Claytcn, a sawaill town sbout -

thirty-eight miles ncrth € atlers.

Y



