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Johnson H. Hampton, * -
Investigator,
November 29, 1937J.

.An Interview With A. F. Clark,
, A pioneer, Clayton, Oklahorja.

I was born Ju^y 29th, 1867, m Washington County,

Tennessee, ana cams to the Indian Terr i tory , Choctaw Nation,

when I was practical ly a young .-an. 1 don't know how old

I was when I ce.ne laere to th i s country. My father and

mother did not cone to t h i s country. They lived at our

old hone unt i l the i r death and both of thea werehuned

there at the old place t»ack m Tennessee.

I canio to th i sc^un t ry by myself on the t r a i n . 1 had

wanted to co >e over here for several years but on account

of ny folks 1 lived* at home rrith them untiJ the i r death.

1 then lef t there and cane, over to th i s country. Why 1

selected th i s place to co;ae$,o wap that my uncle was

living here, having been here for several years, and had
V

written me to come and that he would give me a job, so I

oa:oe and went to work for him in the s tore . I worked for

him for several years. I had a pret ty hard t ime'in the

store for I o u l d aot understand a word in Choatat?. Most

of the Choctaws could not speak the English language at

that time and they could not make me understand them, but
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they would go around the counter «nd point out what they

wanted, and by that way 1 got by with them e l l r igh t .

I soon learned to trade with them-1 did not learn the i r

language very muoh but I learned enough «o raake trades
in

with them bet ter . I then puVa l i t t l e store of my own

and ran it for some time; then I aold out and went back

to work for ray uncle again.

When I f i r s t came to Antlere, there were but few

white people here in town and none cut in tns country.

The country was wild and woolly. I t was open country with

very few houses. The Choctaws lived in conmunitieB and i t

was several miles between them. There were no houses for

several siiles.

At that tiine, especially on Saturdays, the town used

to be full of Ohoctaws. They did not get drunk very muoh

back in those days for they could not get any fire-water

in town. Th«y had to go to Par is , Texas, to get the i r

fire-water and had to go on the t r a i n . The United s t a t e s

Marshal would be on the lookout for them, and when they

crossed the r iver with i t the marshals would take i t away

from them, ao they could not get any fire-water over very

much* Sometimes they would get some fire-water over but

not very muoh.
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When the Federal Court was e s t ab l i shed in P a r i s ,

Texas, that court had jur isdict ion over t h i s part of the

Indian Terr i tory. A man by tho name of Dixon fcas appoint-

ed United s ta tes Marshal. He was located at Par is . I was

appointed one of his Deputies of which he had severs)

through th i s part of tlie country then, ft hen we caught

criminals we had to take the i to Par is , there beinj; no

j a i l nearer than Par is t where thev stood the i r t r i a l s .

It was very di f f icul t to catch a man for the country

is mountainous and hi l^y, and but few houses where we

could get information we wanted. Most of the people were

Choctaws, who could not ta lk the ilnglish, so we could not

get very auct informal ion out of them.

After several y<fers the Federal Government f inally

established a Federal Court a t Antlers, Indian Terr i tory .

J. J . MaAJL'3ter, who was l iv ing at MOAlester, was appointed

Unit-id States Marshal in the central d i s t r i c t as i t was then

called, and I was appointed one of h i s Deputies and served

with him unt i l h is term expired. I think that i t was about

1897 or 1090, when the court was established in Antlers.

We had to contend with a l l kinds of criminals a t that

time, for the raoat of them were criminals back in t h e i r home
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s t a t e and were maybe a'bout two or t h r e e days ahead of the

off icers in tha t s t a t e , came over here fco harbor themselves

and had f r iends t h a t would harbor them as long a s they want-

ed t o , and it; nade very hard on us 8&nd~hill deput ies to get

our man, but we*would f i n a l l y land him. The old courthouse

that the Federal Government b u i l t was burned down in 193!*,

and the old j a i l waa torn down so;ae f-ev: days ago.- The old

r e l i c i s gone now.

We had no t roub le with the Indian people . I f we had

a warrant for one of them a l l we had to do ?;as to send him

word tha t we had a warrant for him and for hi;a to eorae in

and he would coiw, b r ing h i s bondsman with him, toake h i s

bond and go home. No t roub le a t a i l with them.

When 1 f i r s t landed hare, the re was l o t s of wild gane-

de«>r, tu rkeys and l o t s of f i s h in t h e r i v e r and the creeke,

and some bo<;rs fcnd panther f:n6 l o t a of small garao , q u a i l e ,

squirrels, and prairie chickens on the prairies south of

Antlers, but they are al i gone now-not many deer and no

turkeys at al l any more.

I was a deputy United States Marshal at the time and

was located at the town of Antlers, t?heu the* Jones and

trouble was on and after the br.ttle under the instruction
t
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ot the court a t Pa r i s , 1 a r r e s t ed most of them and to OK

them to P a r i s , but the court decided .that i t had no

Jur i sd ic t ion over tiie;ri so we turned them loose and l e t

them go. They came very near having a big b a t t l e . The

Utalilr., forces i«e#^,damped acrfcRSJ*$J|£^rive-3?^ and verjs en-

trenched there behind some big logs tha t they hod p i led up

for t h e i r p ro tec t ion ; and the Jones forces were capped a t

Goodland ge t t i ng ready for the b a t t l e , and we, the Marshals,

had to go from one place t o another t r y ing to keep down

trouble between them. S t i l l i t looked l i k e tha t we were not

going to keep them from f i g h t i n g . In the meant Lie a com-

pany of so ld ie r s c&rje down and camped here in A n t l e r s , and

went out and talked to ooth aidea and f i n a l l y succeeded in

get t ing them to lay down t h e i r guns and go back home end

when they d id , t ha t stopped the war.

I have at tended several of the Indian ea:.ip meetings.

We T.ould go out t o keep the peace for them while the meet-

ing was going on. we did nq.t have any t rouble in heeping

the peace for you take the Indian people and they respect

the law and order . All you had to do was t o be there and

l e t them know t h a t you were t h e r e , and they viould not do

anything t h a t was in v i o l a t i o n of law.
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I have also attended several Indian Ball games.

They, of course, would fi£ht during the ^ame. Some

would be playing ball while aome would be fighting.

They sometimes would not finish the game until the next

dny- My experience ?;ith the Choctaw people has been

{•ood. There ore no better j-,GO,0Le on eai'di than the

Choctaws. I have had lots of dealings t/Jth ti.era in

the stores and out, :ind I always found thsm to be honest

lawbidinn people, but they would kill 2Ld fi:jlit ajaon^

thaasclvoH. They all used to carry guns back in'

those diys, so ttf fastest one would kill the other one

Jn a fi.<;ht with guns.

I am nc? living at Clayton, a sav;iill town about •

thirty-eight miles north of -ntlers.


