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Louise S. Barnes,
Inrestigator,
March U , 1936*

An Interv iew w i t h Mr» W i l l i s Sidney Monroe,
, X i a g f i s h s r , Oklahoma.

I waa born i n New Orleans , Apri l 1 9 , 187S,and

moral from there wi th my parents to Omega, Louis iana , ~"

where we Continued to l i r e l u n t i l 1830 , a t which time we

moved t o Topeka, Kansas, and l i v e d t h e r e u n t i l 1889*

Ky f a t h e r came t o Oklahoma T e r r i t o r y for t h e opening

and filed on a place east and north of Kingfisher, after

which I came with Mother and the rest of the family to

the ev home i n the f a l l of 1889. We lived in a dugout

the fIret year, then built a log oabin <.jf three rooms* We

did not here cany harships because we brought plenty with

us to do until we made a garden and there was plenty of

wiM game auch as rabbits, quails, prairie chickens, and

some ducks* On our homestead.we had plenty of timber and

we would cut this nood for 50 cents a cord but tbat was

god money because the groceries were not so high*

One of the things X remember the most i s whsn the

group of negroes walked through froa Uenphia* Of course,
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X was not one of this group but I reali&e hor those

poor people must here f e l t when they bad been bribed

Into coming to Gklahcna* Tiro negro6S, McKinley &nd

8am JoneB| had been sent by this group to the opening

of the Territory to see i f there was any chance for them

to get free bones* They come here to find out what they

could and return to Memphis with the report, which they

did, but when they returned they collected a certain

amount of money from each one who «*ui coming through and

told then their home would be ready when they errired bar*

in Kingfisher* However, when the negroes got here there

was no land to be had* Those two negroes had taken the

poor people's money and bad giren them nothing in return*

2 remember xay father aoft X went to Guthrie to meet /

the walking train and i t was terrible how t iose people

had suffered to get to the homes they did not own* Some

lad died on the wayt others were starving, many w«r« bare*

footed and ragged* I could not beliere any one could l ive

that way* There are only a few l e f t who took part in those

times end they do-not wish to mention i t , they were so

disappointed* *


