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An Interview with ifr. Willis Sidney Monroe,
- Kagfisher, Oklaboma. -
I was born in New Orleans, April 19, 1372,&::41
movel from there with my parents to Omega, Louisiana, ~

where we continued to livejuniil 1830, at which time we
moved to Topeka, Kansas, and 1jwed there until 1889,

.
=

My fatner came to Oklaho} Territory for the opening

and filed on & place esst amn&rth of Kingﬁaher, after =
which I ceme with Mother and the rest of the family to |
the -ew home in the fall of 1889, We lived in a dugout
the £iret year, than built a log cabin .f tires roonse e
did not have many harshipe because we brought plenty with

us to do until we nﬁado a garden and there was p'lenty of

wild game such as rabbits, queils, prairie chickens, and

some duckss On our homeatead we hed plenty of timber and

w8 would cut this wood for 50 ceats za cord but thet was

g.od monsy because the groceries were not so highe |

One of the things X remsmber the most is when the

group of negroes inlko;l through rrm'quhia. or .courae,
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I was not one of this group but I raaliz.a hor those

;;oor people must heve felt when they bad been bribed

into coming %0 Uklahmma. Two negroes, MeKinley end

Sem Jones, hed been sent byAthis graap %o the opening

of the Terxitory to see if there was eny chance for them

to get free lhomes. They came hexe to find out whaet they

could and return to Memphis with the report, which they

did, but when they returned they collected a certain

amount of monsy {rom each one who w8 coming through end

toid them their home would be ready when they srrived hare

in Kingfishers However, when the negroes got hare there

was no leni %0 be hade Thome two negroes had taken the

poor people’s money end had given them nothing in retwrn,
{ remember ny father andl I went to Guthrie to mest //

the walking train and it was terrible how tiose paopla

had suffered to get to thc homes they did not owne 70me

nad died on the way, others were starving, maxv weré baree

footed and raggede I could not believe any one cpuld live

that waye There are only a few left who tbok pér’t in those

tix;xpo end they do’not wish to mention it, they were 80

disappointed, i |



