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Investigator

phelia D. Vestal

Tobrmry R85, 1988 *

Interview with Bert Montagus
1008 Park (3. ¥, Side) :
Lawton, Oklahoms '
wgmny moved from Jowa t0 Xanses many years ago.
Then in 1899, they moved in the viecinity of Purcell and
White Bead Hill, I started to working when I wan ten years
_ old helping cowmen, the best I could do at thet age., When
I osme to Oklehoma it wes very common to see people driving
ox tesms., I drove sn ox team and bhauled wood the first year
4 was there to supply Fgrt Sill with ﬁol. Dr. Clark, a big
mmﬂ, hired me to work for him,
Iater I helped him with his largs herd of cattle and
I plowsd one hundred acres of land for him on the place known
now as the Morris Simpson rm.\ | ' )
Then I worked.for \'sgoner, & big cowman, | I plowed al-
most one hundred acres of land for him, Now I must say that
mieh 1and was thought to be an'awful lot in those lays.
Waggoner had s big dugout whers his hired hands .li‘vlod.
| Rice and Qninnot’.ao‘;.'an e Big store at the post, which
was first oalled the White Store. I worked there some. Mr.

‘* Riee 4isd, then the store wes operated by Mr. Quimette.
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In the eastern pert of this state, the way the
Indians were punished was, when aun offeuss wes com-
nitted the person committing the offense was whipped
if ‘they were found guilty. The guilty person was turned
looss after promising to come back the déy set for nis
punishment, Twenty-five men on horseback wsre each given &
“whips. They rode around the trec in a sircle hitting the
guilty person who was tied to the tree without any clothing
on his shoulders. These whippinés were pretty severe some-
timas. When & second offense wes committed, the dete was
laéft and the guilty person came, if he couldn't get anyone
, to teke his place b pa\ying. His clothing was taken from
over his shoudders and he was placedsitting om the ground
- with his beck to a large tree, Three horsemen were given
guns with shells, blank shells and three had guns loaded with
real shells., All rode around the man by the tree and shot
a% hlim_no ono knew who killed the guilty man. Beforo the, '
shooting begzn a leat was placed over the guilty pcraon’s' :
heart. I knew a grandfathor who took the place of & grande
son and was shot, ‘33 he thought he didn't have too long %o

\__/\;
_...live anyway,

~

v
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The Chickasaw and Chootaw Indians called pominy "TUQ
Tuller*. The Creek and Ssminole Indiens called it 80fka.;
When the Indians made hominy they ohcse a s0lid dlook of
Iood\abbut three feet in length and ons foot in diameter,
Sometimes a tree was cut down leaving & stump about three
feet high when the Indiang were sure they were going to stay
thers for awhile. A sharp pointed rock was used for a chisel
and a deep pointed bowl was made., The corn was placed in the
bowl, a long pole, round on the larger end, was uced to beat
the husk or iﬁsido of the corn kernel off, These husks were
blown from the bowl and it was beaten a little, leaving it
coarse, It was then placed over the campfire, with lots of
water and cooked pretty tender, after uhich.it wag set agide
for two days, when iftywas resdy to be eaten,

The Indisnes made cornepone by beating the oorn fine. ...
and using it,kq}e'aa we use msal, ¥ater and other ingredients
vere added, then it was fried, It had a pretty good taste, -

# Once I worked for an Indian north of Fort Sill by the
name of Ni-a~wat, This land {s ownod‘now by & whits man here

named Willism Cox., Niesewat had lots of ecattls and horses

and when the white people ceme in here they beat poor old
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Ni~a~wat out of his cattle playing"zsnts leards}, .I%
was here I learned to talk Comanchs., Ni-a-wat couldn't
speak English so he helped ms and I helped him, Ki-g-wat
csl'ed me Nimmaetaequa~to-wah, meaning "the talking white
man”,

During the opening of this country, the Indians camp=
ed in large groups., They were a little afraid of the white
people and the white people camped in groups because they
feared the Indiansy

I used %0 help break wild horses for the Indians and
they paid me well, Once some Indians hired me to help take
care of a Mexican who had broken hia lege This man had been
captured by the Indisns whan he was a very little boy and
knew only the Indien habits so he seemed just &s the other
Indian men to me. _.Two doctars were callad,_m.fmm..r@ ......... —
and one from Cache, The doctors set the broken limd and put
it in a cast., Just as soon 2s the doctors left the Indiens
. rTushed in took a hemmer and broke the cast on the Kexicen's
leg. They then gave him some mescal, $ook him by the hair
und pulled him over the house. They nade & hide cast, punche

od holes in it and put it on his leg and left, leaving me to
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wnteh and cere for him for several days. The limb wes never
pet but he could ride horseback after {t heeled, He lived %o
be neer 2 hundred yesrs o'd and died st his home south of
Qache, where Cache Creek crosses the base line. His nems

wag "Yuch-serew.” After his deseth his scusw snd trother gave
a big feast and invited both Indien and white people, Much-
a=rev wasg known to be a good buffalo rider too.

After I married and we were on the farm I drew, eighteen
miles southwest of town, we lived by Indiens who were truly
good neigbﬁzrs o use The squaw used to carve to our house,
¥y wife cut newspapers in scallops end painted designs to
put on shelves as we didp't have conveniences as today., The
squaw went to her home, cutting newspapers for her shelves, .

She was always wanting to know new idees about keeping houss

and new recipes for cooking. Onée our womenfolk had made 0ld

fashioned slet bonnets %0 work in the field and gardens. The
0ld squaw wanted a bonnet like it so she brmught pink material
for my wife to mske her bonnet. My wife thought it would de

e pretty bonnet to meke it nice and put starch in it. It made
this squaw angry because it blew down in her fecé without

starch. My wife told her to go buy & package of starch and how
to make {t. The sguawwmentiin a store, leaving her bomnet im
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the back while she was doing her trading. She bought the
ataroh,mt back to the hack to0 go home and her bonnet was
gons, someons had stolen it.

Kany times in the young days of this country white
people would gether at that dridge west of Cache, having
big dances on the Dridge. The worst 4rawback the Indians had
was the Monte (cards), mescal and peyote. Kow itis the fire
water and vmj:e pooplo;c habits,.

Tanning snimal hides by the Indiens was of great ime
portance, as they used hides for so many different things.
The Indians would teke a new hide, let it Ary s fO¥ days,
then when it seemed to de dryir;g through they would kill other
animals and take the bdrains from them and rudb them $horoughly
on the undsrside after ﬁq had ehiseled the hai-r off the other
with a sharp pointed rock. Working ths brains over the hide
was called suring it and this caused the hide to became soft,
Troa thin moccasins were made, They also cut tﬁo s02% side
in narrow strips, using these for string.

The Indians in the early days, were not known to comd
their hair. Thayhmbraided tbe long braids and parted the
hair carefully in the middle with their fingers from she fron$

to the beok of their heads, Several strokes were-mmdc lifting
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the fingers outward from the heed, with the heir failing
between the fingers.

Meny years ago supplies were issued st Kingfisher,

then Lindsay. A real o0ld Indian men docided he needed a
buggy and went over to the trading stores ¢o buy one.
When he arrived hs had to go to several clerks before he
made them understand what hs wented., Finelly they con-
vinced him they didntt have sny duggies on hand st that
tims. He saw.2 hearss and dbought it.

I had a very dad sore on my righé 1imb just below
the knee a few years ago. 1 was in & hogpital here, The
doctors had given me up saying I couldn’t live over ten
hours, and that I woulda't bs sllowed sny sompany. I hape
pened to look out the window and I saw Pete-50, an Indisn
woman, walking on the lawn with her head bowed. I knew
sone of my good Indian friends had come to ses me dut they
would not let th‘n in, I ocalled & nurse snd told her if
they didn't 18t Pete-So in when she cams there to see me,
I was going out to ses her. The purse said she couldnit
let me see enyons, I jumped off the bed to the floor and
was going out when she ssid she'd let them oome in‘. ‘Soon - |

six Indian men came in., As soon as Pete-So entered my room
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she fell to her kuees and started preying, She prayed
several minutes in the Comanche language and as I know
the language I underetood her preyer. ¥Whean she stopped
praying, she arose smiling saying to me, ® I fesl sure
you will get well now. Our Father makes me fesl that way."
Ther they left and today I am strong and zble ¢ work.
That made me feel good to think I had real Christien Indian
friends, |

I sould ta].it for a long time telling things about my
own expsriences with the Indians. lots of things I will
paver tell for the Indians liked me and had confidence in
me and I will never betray thesm,.

1 em glad ¢to live with a memory of those days. The

memories ars very precious © me.



