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Field Worker, Anna R. Barry,
March 11, 191

Interview with Mrs, Lucy/(Yrenks) Clarke,
El Reno, Oteiaho-a .

Mrs. Lucy (Frenks) Clarke was born in Germany,

April PS, 1374, a daughter of George and Karolene (Myer)

Franks, who emigrated from the Fatherland to the United

States in 1377 when Lucy was three j»ers of age. They made

this tr ip in a sa i l vessel called "Masel," taking fourteen

days and nights to make the voyage. After l iving in Mary-

land for about a year, the Frpnks family moved to Kansas,

locating on a farm about twelve miles southeast of Clay

Center. The( f i r s t school Lucy attended was in a l i t t l e one-

room sod schoolhouse, located about two miles from her home

This school was called Lycindie' l a te r a small town was

established here. The large old stone house which the

Franks family bui l t was of native rock, the walls of rock

on the inside of the house were whitewashed . On cold

mornings frost would appear on the stone walls and each

morning while lying in bed the chiMren irould count the

"diamonds" on the walls. The sun shining isade this
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frost sparkle an.d the chi ldren always counted theere

sparky of f ro s t as t he i r diamonds. Lucy (Franks)

Clarke grew to womanhood in t h i s neighborhood.I n the

early Spring of 1893, h^r fa ther soli? t he i r farm in

Kansas and began making preparat ion to move to Oklahoma

in time for the Opening of the Cherokee S t r i p on

September 16", 1593. Their two wagons were cohered with

white canvas and provis ions were made severa l weeks

before s t a r t i n g . I t was decided tha t Lucy and a s i s t e r

could go to S t . Louis and s tay wi th a Tarried s i s t e r •

un t i l the i r parents were permanently loca ted . Lucy

helped her fa ther load t h e i r wagons befdre t h e i r depar t -

ure; one wagon was loeded with a sod breaking-plow,

shovels, t o o l s , a bar re l of sorghum, meal and f lour to

-last the family a t l e a s t s ix months. In one wagon they

le f t room enough to put s l a t s across the wagon, placed

a peir of springs on the s l a t s , then put the ma t t r e s s

on the springs end they had two good beds fo r the c h i l -

dren to sleep as they t raveled a long. In the o ther

wagon Mr. Franks se t a cookstove in the center with
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the pipe running through the top of the wagon. I t was

in th i s wagon t h a t they placed the u t e n s i l s for cooking

as well as the f lour , me^t, coffee, beans , s a l t and other

groceries which they would need along the way.

The p a r t i n g day with t h e i r old home in Kansas was

hard. Lucy and her s i s t e r came as far as Paola, Kansas,

in the wagons with their pa r en t s , b ro the r s , and s i s t e r s .

Here a t Paola they took the t r a i n .to S t . Louis. Her

father made the run at the Opening of the Cherokee S t r i p

on Septernber 16, 1893, from Orlando in Logan County.

He. f i r s t s ta r ted out in a covered wagon, but soon found

this too slow a way to t r a v e l , e spec ia l ly in an exc i t ing

time l ike t h i s . He unhitched h i s teem, took the harness

from one of the horses , pieced i t in the wagon, and t ied

the other horses to t h e wagon, jumped on h i s horse bare-

hacked and was soon in the race again. He was success-

ful in the "Run," he f i r s t located on a claim about nine

miles nor theas t of Orlando. He went back to get h i s

horse and wagon and t raveled about three miles f a r t h e r

to get h i s femily whom he had l e f t in a camp with a
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number of women and chi ldren whose husbands a l so were making

the run for c la ims. Mr. Franks *as a f ra id sane Sooner"

might take h i s claim, so they hurr ied back to i t t ha t night

but i t was very l a t e in the night when they err ived a t

their claim, due to the fac t tha t Mr. Freaks became l o s t

several times oa the *ay back.

Mrs. Clarke had often heerd her fa ther remark tha t

ths day of the "Run" was the hardest day he had ever

experienced in h£s l i f e . But to h i s su rp r i se h i s t roubles

were not ended as next morning b r igh t and e a r l y two fellows

appeared on the scene "who claimed they had steked the

claim Mr. Franks was on. He was told by them *o pack up

and leave a t once. Mr. Franks told these two men tha t

he v?8s here to stay.. ^) is was an e spec i a l l y good claim

and both p a r t i e s wanted i t . After much arguing and t a lk ,

these two men pulled t h e i r guns, t e l l i n g the Franks family

that i f they did not leave i t woula be the end of the whole

f>mily. Mrs. Franks and the chi ldren began begging Mr, Frante

to peck up end leave and told him they no doubt could yet

secure a claim, and Mr. Franks did so to save his family .

for he f e l t sure i f he had st-yed some of them would have
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been killed. They traveled about three end one-half miles

and found a place that had not been staked, but i t was

not neai7&o good 8 place as the one Hr. Frenks had staked

on et f i rs t .

Lucy Franks and her sister hed bê -n in Kansas a l l

this time and f i rs t came to their folks' homestead in

the Summer of 1894; Lucy was a young lady, twenty years of

a£e7at this time. tfhen she arrived at her parents' home,

she found them living in a half-dugout, fourteen by sixteen

fe"t, and when she got her f i r s t view of this dugout and

sew her mother standing in front of i t and realized that

this hoi? in the ground was her mother's home, -he burst

into tears. The inside of the house was crude indeed.

There v?es nothing graceful indoors or out, only the vast

preirie with nothing but unending grass, green in the

Spring, seared and brown in the early autumn, and burnt

and black in -.inter. There were no trees, no rocks, only

the shimmering waves of blistering hrst rising from ttie

prairie.

The f i rs t two or thrv. v.eeks Lucy was here she thought

she could never stay, it\seemed so lonely and there

\
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nothing to do or see and nowhere to go. The conversation

of the family eech day was a repetit ion of that of the

dey before and was mos t ly concerning the terr ible place

toere they had to l i ve . Lucy begged her father to hitch "7

up their two teams and head back to Kansas and told him

that ' th is country was not meant for human habitation. But

after she became acquainted in the neighborhood, she fel t

considerably different about this country.. If some mis-,

fortune happened to a family, perhaps the husband would

be sick and behind with his work, usually the closest

neighbor would go around and assemble the other neighbors

to help this unfortunate man. Sometimes i t was husking

corn, sometimes plowing, hauling wood, or planting crops.

No one thought of pay, and any suggestion of that vjould

have been heart i ly resented. Usually the women and g i r l s

in the neighborhood took baskets of food for these men

working. An occasional public project, such as building

a schoolhouse, church or bridge also brought the neighbor-

hood together.

If e new house ^pnt up that was a signal for a dance;

custom was known as "house warming," or if a new bridge
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wes b u i l t , or a couple were married, or ^ny other occasion

ar*>se for which an excuse could be found, they would have

dences. In t h e i r neighborhood the nen outnumbered the

women three to one; befor° a dance the young men traveled

up or down the creeks for miles seeking par tners for

their dances. The advent of a new femily i n to the community

was aiweys an important event and doubly so when an a t t rac t ive

young lady formed a pa r t of i t . The young bachelors soon

wore s peth to such a home. A g i r l of ten years and a

gr?ndmother of eighty were a l i k e e l i g i b l e tf© dance so as

to equal the number of the op DO s i t p sex, and even then i t

was sometimes necessary for a number of men to take the

part of l a d i e s . In that case they wore handkerchiefs on

one arm to ind ica te that they were " l a d i e s . " I f possible
4

/

these country dances were held in a cabin or house which

had a board floor, but i f not they proceeded just the seme

on a dirt floor. They, of course, had to stop often and.

sprinkle the d i r t to keep down the dust.

In 1904 Lucy (Franks) married Ell Clarke, and scon

after their marriage they moved to Oklahoma City where they

resided a year. They then moved to Canadian Couo-fcy in
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1905, locating in El Reno where Mr. Cltrke worked at the

carpenters' trade. They are the parents of seven children.

Mrs. Clarke has a picture of her parents' dug-out home,

the home that made her cry when she f i r s t saw i t .


