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Field Worker, Anna R. Barry,
Meyrch 11, 19

“Interview with Mrs, Lucy( (Frenks) Clarke,
£l Reno, how=a .

-

Mrs. Lucy (Frenks) Clerke was born in Germeny,
Anril P8, 1374, a Jaughter of George snd Karolene (Myer)
Franks, who emigrated from the Fatherland to the United
Stetes in 1877 when Lucy was three ymers of ages. They made
this trip in a sail vessel called "Mesel," teking fourteen
deys and nights to maeke the voyage. After living in Mary-
land for about a yeer, the Frenks family moved to Kansas,
locating on a farm about twelve miles southeast of Clay
Center. The first school Lucy attended was in & 1ittle one-
room sod schoolhouse, located about two miles from her home,
This school was called Lycindie{ later a smell town was '
established here. The large 0ld stone house which the
Franks family built was of native rock, the walls of rock
on the inside of the hpuse were whitewsshed . On cold
mornings frost would appear on the stone walls and each

morning while lying in bed the children would count’ the

"dlemonds” on the walls., The sun shining made this
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frost sperkle and the children eslweys counted these
sparé; of frost as their diemonds. Lucy (Frenks)
Clerke grew to‘womanhood in this neighborhood.In the
early Spring-of 1893, hsr fether sold their farm in
Kansas and began meking preparation to move to Cklahoma
in time for the Opéning of the Cherokee Strip on
Septenber 16, 1393. Their two wegons were caééred with
white canvas and provisions were made several weeks
before starting. It was decided that Lucy end a sister
could go to St. Louis and stay with a married sistér -
until their parents were permanenély located. ILucy
helped her father load their wagons before their depart-
ure; one wagon was loeded with a sod breaking-plow;
shovels, tools, & parrel of sorghum, meal and flour to
last the family at least six months. In one wagon fhey
left rorom enough to put slats across the wagon, placed
a peir of springs on the slats, then p:t the mettress
on the springs end they had two good beds for ?he chil-

dren to slesp as they traveled along. In the other

wagon Mr. Franks set a cookstove in the center with

L]
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the pipe ;unning through the top of the wagon. It was
in this wagon that they placed the utensils for cooking
as well as the flour, meat, coffee, beans, selt and other
groceries which they would need along the way.

The parting day with their old home in Kansas was

hard. Lucy &nd her sister came as far as Paola, Kanses,

in the wagon: with their pearents, brotheré, and sisters.,
Here et Paola they took the trein .to St. lLouis. Her
father mede the run at the Opening of the Cherokee Strip
on Septerber 16, 1893, frgm Orlsendc in Logen County.

He first sterted out in ; covered wagon, but soon found
this too slow a way to ﬁravel, especially in an exciting
time like this. He unhitched his teem, took the harness
from one.of the horses, pleced it in the wagon, and tied
the other horses to the wagon, Jumped on his horse bare-
backed and was soon in the race again. He wes success-
ful in the "Run,” he first located on a claim about nine
miles northeest of Crleando. He went back to get his

horse and wagon and traveled about three miles farther

to gét his femily whom he had left in.a cemp with a
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number of women and children whose husbands also were meking
tﬁe run for claims. Mr. Franks #as afraid some Sooner"
might take his cleim, so they hufried back to it that night
but 1t was very late in the night when they errived at
their claim, due to the fact that Mr; Frenks became lost
several times on the wuay back. Q

Mrs. Clerke had often heerd her father remsrk that
the day of the "Run" was the hardest day he had ever
experiencgd in hjs life., But to his sufprise his troubies
were not ended as nex¥ morning bright and esrly two fellows
eppeerred on the scene who claimed they had steoked the
claim Mr. Franks wes on. He was told by them *5 pack up
end leave at once. M;. Frankg told these two men that
he wes here to stay.. T'is was an especially good c¢laim
and both parties wented it. After much arguing end talk,
these %wo men pulled their guns, telling the Frenks femily
thet if they did not leave it would be the end of the whole
fraily. Mrs. Franks and the children began begging Mr, Franks.
to peck 1» end leave and told him theymno doubt éould yet ©
secure iaclaim, and Mr. Franks did so to save his family .

for he felt sure i} he had st-yed some of them would have

AY
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been killed. They traveled about three end one-half mlles

w

and found & place that hed not been stsked, but it was

ly
not neé§7so gnhod & place &s the one MMr., Frenks had staked

on et first.

Lucy Frenhs asuG her sister hed been in Kansas all
this time and first ceme to their folks' homestead in
the Summer of 1894; Lucy was a young lsdy, twenty years of
age.,at this time. dhen she arrived at her perenis' home,
she found them living in & half-dugout, fourteen by sixteen
fe~rt, and when she got her first view of this dugout and
saw her mother standing in front of it and realized that
this hole in the ground was her mother's home, she burst
into tears. The inside of the hnuse was crude indeed.

5

There wes nothing graéeful indoors or out, only the vast

preirie with nothing b.t unending graess, green in the

’~
¥ g

/'\:
Spring, seared end brown in the early autumn, end burnt

and black in winter. There were no trees, no rocks, only

Q

the shimmering waves of blistering heet rising from the
prairie.
The first two or thr. weeks Lucy was here she thought

she could never stay, i%\seemed so lonely and there wes
g l. .M’:‘;z“}“

k:“ "
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nothing to do or seé and nowhere to go. The conversation
of the femily eech day was & repetition of that of the
dey before and was mos tly concerning the terrible place
were they had to live. Lucy begeed her father to hitch 7

up their two teams and hesd back to Kansas and told him

that this country wes not meant for humsn habi tation. 3But

after she became acquainted in the neighborhood, she felt
considerahly different esbout this country. If some mis-,

fortune happened to a family, perhaps the husﬁand wouid

be sick and behind with his work, usually the closest

neighbor would go eround end assemble the other néighbors

to help this unforpunate men. Sometimes it was husking

corn, eometimes plowing, heuling wood, or nlanting crnps.

No one thought of pay, and any sugrestio£ of that would

hav; been heartily resented. Usually the women and girls

in the neighborhood took baskets of food for these men

working. An occesional public project, such as tuilding

a schoolhouse, church or bridge elso brought the neighbor- 0
heood together.

If & new house went up thet was a signel for & dance;

*his custom wes known as "house warming,” or if a new bridge
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wes built, or a couple were married, or'any'other occtsion
arsse for which an excuse could be found, they would have
dences, In their neighborhood she men outnumbered the
women three,to oue; befar= a dagce the young men traveled
up or down the creeks for miles seeking pertners for
their dences. fhe advent of a new femily into the community
was alweys an important evént and doubly so when an attractiw
roung lady formed a part of it. The young bachelors soon
wore ¢ peth to such a home. A girl of ten yeers and a
grendmother of eighty were alike eligible {p dance so 2s
to equal the number of the opnosits =sex, and even then it
wes sometimes necesscry for a nuﬁber of men to tske the
part of iadies. In thet case ;:hey‘%ore hendkerehiefs on
one arh to indicate that ﬁhey were "ladies.™ If possible
these country dances wére held in & cabin or house which
ned & hosrd floor, but if not they proceeded just the seme
on & dirt floor. They, of course, had to stop often and
sprinkle the dirt to keep down tﬁe dust.

In 1904 Lucy (Franks) married Ell Clarke, end scon

efter their marriage they moved to Oklehoms City where they

resided a year. They then moved to Csnadian Cousigy in
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1905, locating in El1 Reno where Mr. Clerke worked at the
cerpenters’' trade. They are the parents of seven children,
Mrs. ClIarke hes a plcture of her parents' dug-out home,

the home that made her cry when she first saw it.
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