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Zaidee B. Bland, N
Investigator,
January 11, 1938.

An Interview with Estells J. Christi
702 North Julian Street,
Altus, Oklahoma.

.

We-a%l lived in Texas, at Mineral Wells, but Mother
ﬁanted to come 0 a new country for the children ta.groﬁ
up in,‘believing that they would have a better oppor;unity
of gaining wealth. We had friends in Ardmore and as the
railroad was extending the raiis on north from Ardmore in-
to Kansas, our friends in Ardmo;e reported that there was
a lot of work.

Mother fixed a covered wagon with all the things that
wers needed for camping,out for several weeks, hitched tw;
large mules to it and. she and her three unmarried children
wers ready for a prospecting journey. My husband and I had
thtee childfen and we fitted out a wagon such as Mother had,
hitohed two horses to it and we started out. We were sbout

. three weeks on the way and camped out every night. #e always
tried to camp near running water, One evening we stopped,

unhitched the horses and turned them into the cédne to eat

and while Mother and I were getting out the food, my husband
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made a fire for cooking the evening meal neap an old
stump. As the stump began to get hot and burn many
stinging lizards came crawling out; the earth was cov-
sred with them. Weuhad to cateh the horsesf&harness‘

them and sesk a new camping ground. I got very tired

(e

g

of sleeping out on the ground and one night when we
came to a little old log school house or church on the

banks of a rill where there was water, I said, ™Oh, lets
» / .

camp here so I can sleep in the house”,

We camped and after supper I spread my quilts out
¢ O

in the house. When all the camp got quiet and I was jusf
dozing off to aleep I thought the spirits had me and I
soreamed and screamed. It was.an army of big old wood rats
coming out from under the logs for their ﬁocturnal marauding.
There wers a few graves on the hillside near and I thoughtL
sure the dead were coming out for a walk in the moonlight
until my husband could get a lantern 1it and show me what it
‘reglly was. I slepy out ﬁnder the stars the rest of the

g

nighkt and all the other nights.

A}
a
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Motherﬂs mules had g;en raised in the lot and pas-
turevwith cattie and should have known what they were
but whgp we began mseting wagons with three yoke. of oxen
hitched to them the mules would stamd rigm up on their
hind legs and snort and buck and try to run. It would
scare Mother nesrly to death end sometimes it wowld teke ;
quite a while to quiet the miles and get them to going

smoothl again. {

A
One night we camped near an Indian village aﬁd I
wes so gcared I did not. sleep much for a lot of Iﬂdians
came around our camp, for curiosi;y, I 8. sure, for they
were just as nice as they could be; Jjust asked us:where

|

e passed lots of spots where they were starTing

we were going. They acted real civilized.

towns but did not stop until we got to-ﬁye spod we were
headed for when we left home. after looking ove A;dmore
Mother decided she would like to locatey, so obéained a
long-time lease from an Indian on a hslf block qT land.

Mother pajd this Imdian $40.00 for this lease &nd it ! i

|
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held good until Indien Tprritory beceme a state, trem
Mother hed to buy it alljover again. I have one brother

who still lives on one of the lots lother leased from

that Ipdien. after Mothér had obtained this lease we
turned right around and went back to sineral wells to
sell cut‘everything and ¢ome to the new country to live.
Wher Liother hud sold outrand come back she hed to live
| in the schoolhouse untilj she could heve a house built,.

|

suove andi four rooms on the first floor. JShe had brick

She had a simple,home byilt - two stories, three rooms ‘

flues made and used stoves for c¢ooking and heating.
She now settled down to help make a city and state,
- She lived here the regt of her days and is buried there.

- kother brought with her from her iformer home four inmense

mules and two wagons/that were built for hauling. My oldest

brother beceme ier ¢ontrector. oshe hired men for drivers
/ N

and begen to haul 7nything and everything. She cleaned

up several thousand dollars with her teams and wagons.,

The Baptists/organized a college. It was a very small
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beginning, for they taught in ;w$ rooms. by oldest
sister at home obtained the rig‘J to teach in this
college. In'March the wind becZﬁe very high but we
nad not learned to be afreid. eTrhe wind became very
\\\\¢ boisterous one day just after ome o‘clook and picking
o kxzﬁb\ggfire schoolhouse up it turned it around once
and seék}&\gently onto the ground.' Not & soul was
hurt but the teachers and pupils were scramﬁled to-
gether and all thfown agaiust the well end were badly
f;ightensd.
I wrote & poem about this kerch «wind. The poem

follows:

THE MARCH CT OKLATIOMA

[

The' March wind\ This Vklaboms kind

Thrills the very earth.

For it comes in a riot to amnnounce its birth.
You have no proof you won't be tried

To hold down your petticoats with & long stride.

The feather on your hat - you tucked so tight .
Rises like a porcupine quill Uid tekes a wild flight
when you lest admired them so airy and fair
You now behold tHem scaring high in the eir.

7R
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Oklehoma wind claps and raps until you look like
a pole
Hoops up your skirts and lets in the cold.
If men meet you seem to turn in disgust
They are not impolite - their eyes are full of dust.

That is our salvation for when the wind frolics

It carries dust with it in billows @xd scollops.

If you ladies hzve shopping - just go along

'For in Oklahoma the dust joins the wind in the storm.

f

0 . !

/ For I em sure’v%xen you are up”town
r}very person you will meet will be looking down.

/ Eor sand will fill their beautiful eyes

/ They will never kmow you no metter how herd they try.
| Merch wind, the Uklahoma kind

Cares not & fig as it leaps and it bounds;

[Tour doors and your windows - you boast are so tight
/“ "My", the dust blows through, like smoke from & pipe.

/ If you have nice things - take my advice
' Keep handy rakes, hoes, brooms and such devices
For clearing away papers, tin cans and such like
/ Yor up here in Uklahoma they get on a strike.
/
/ Things you cherish epd thought truly yours
~ will leave you and line up at your neighbor's door
And paper j= 1O difference its last abode
/ fhen the wind is high will blow up to your nose.

. ow March wind is bad when it blows for :a week
/ But I judge it is only to meke women meek

For it pops the hemstitching right out of your clothes.
In nighttime clothes remind you of scary g‘losts stories. ?

!
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Now let me admonish you - when the wind blows,
You had better "skedaddle™ tc your little ground hole,
- For up here in Oklahoma ~ you might wake up to find
" Yourself posing beneath a Keansas grapevine. .

My husband traveled the first eight years after
we came to Oklahoma Ferritory. I made.a lot of trips
back and forth after the railroad was complefed. 'Once
a cow ot on the track and derailed a frejight train
just ahead of the pagsonger train I was on and we were
delayed 80 long that carriages pulled by horses were
sent for all the passonger; and we were carried unto a
1ittle town on the other side of the river to wait until
a train could be sent;out of Fort #Worth to pick us up.
I had two small children with me and had§; €ime. I even
lost my ticket but the Eonduepor passed me on to Fort
Worth, anyway., . ‘ Jv) |

On our trips through in a ﬁagon we had a lot o? .
quail to sat, We forded'all rivers but one; we were |
ferried across this river in a big flat boat. .

My husband had two did schoolmates who lived in
Altus. Mr.'Christian'q health ;as ;ery bad and he con-
tinuélly had to seek ﬁigherialtitude. Once when he

was in southern Missouri he wirsd me, *I am dying".
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"Come at once”. The cgtldben were small and I could
not go very well so I wired back, "Sell 'or give away
your samples and go ﬁo your friends in Aivua, where it .
is high, Ahd I will sell everything and jéin you.lf you
gie before I get to you I guess some of your friends will
surely ship me your body -'seeing that one of them is an
underteker.” Well, here we are still and my husband lived
to be eighty-six years old. He has only been dead a little
while, a few months. This is surely a healthy couétry with

all its gyp water and dirt and dust.



