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36ves**r 1 0 , 1557

InWrrisw with Mrs. Maggie Mlxon
208 Ssst Uve Oak, Altus, Oklahone»

My father was what one would call Q peddler* That

i s , he carried the goods to the doors of people's homes

to sel l to them instead of waiting for them to cone to

tows and get the merchandise* He had an ordinary farm

wagon with a house built on i t with shelves and drawers

al l built along the sides* He carried domestic, calico,

gingham, needles and thread, knitting needles, thimbles

and the usual f i l l in for the housewife in those days

but not much groceries, just some sugar, coffee, rice

and a few things like that. _

He took in pey chickens, ducks, turkeys, wool,

cotton, potatoes, syrup - mcSf anything that could be

eaten or turned into cash.

Mother had a brother living on land one ni ls south

of the town of Headrick. My uncle s t i l l Urea on the

farau Be bought a rslinquishnsnt and proved up. We

sored to this country to be near him* The first year
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rented a farm with a dugout on i t 0210 mile east of

Uncle's* Aftcar that we moved over near wb«re Tip ton i s

now* Nearly everyone lived in dugouts* Everyone was in

the saras kind of bouses so no one thought such about i t*

Mother aad soiae of the younger children came

through in the wagon but a younger s ister and ay self came

on the train to Vtornon, Texas, and ray uncle met us there*

We got to Vernon in the afternoon* Uncle was already

waiting for us f so we started to Uncle's home as soon as

he could get our trunks* I thought there nev«c_was_ stteK.a

deeertr looking country but we had already been out here

visit ing and had so many dear friends we were glad to come

to l ive* There was no school for us to attend until the

Hsadrick school was built*

The most fun we had socially was attending play

parties and going serenading* Our folks would not l e t us

go to dances but we could go to play parties every night

i f there were any,aid. we sang the songs to the plays in-

stead of having a viol in play the tune* Wo swung our

partners and went through e l l the figures of the old

square dance with our singing* Sow*tinea we would have a
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oaafty break* The boys would bring t h i s old-fashioned red.

s t i e k peppermint candy and -*e would a l l form and go around

the house* Coating by a door we would draw « number and

natch for partners and t h e number of p ieces o f candy we ~

oould have* When I was older we would have p i e suppers and

ve g i r l s would a l l bake p i e s and the boys, \aould bid for our

p i e s and whoever got our p i e would be our partner for the

The serenade* s s r s the very ssosi fun of a l l # There

would a crowd o f us young people get together , usual ly we

would have a Trench harp9 a mandolin or banjo, a gu i tar

and v i o l i n * We wotUd play aad sing too* That Is the way

we often got a p(Lace to have a party tor nearly always

sone one would i n v i t e us In* There would be horae-oade

cake or p i e , older or home-raa&e wine or brandy to drink

or s c a e t i a e s ve would make candy* We seldom went any-

where exeept In crowds that way* Buggy r i d i n g by couples

• i g h t be indulged i n on a Sunday afternoon but never jus t

one couple went o f f alone a t night un le s s they were engaged*

tie did not think book learning so important for g i r l s *

'Mother taught us how to cook end sew. darn, tend garden.
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b u t t e r and t o c*r© tec the s i c k * We would have

thought i t a disgrace for a girl to think of having a

beast before she could cook s rood seal a Ions cr bad sev-

eral quilts of bsr own Raking and quilting*

Everyone raised hogs and chickens and turkeys and

a l l the curing of the meat, making of soap and lard tf&s

str ic t ly tbe wosan'a work and we a l l had to be trained*

Bother always Bade up her soap in September or October

before the weather was cold enough to freeze and i t :

bad to be rede when the moon was new* I remember once we

had a big fat hog to get too hot and die* Mother md«

soap oat of him that afternoon*

The women of the family had to plan and plant and

tend the garden* We raised lota of vegetables but never,

tried to can any* We dried a lot and were taught to can

and preserve a l l kinds of fruit that we could get^ both

wild and taias*

Hallowe'en w« simply mad# a pumpkin face afld i f we

•ere lucky there would be a party soiaewhere and we would

have apples in a tub of water to see who could get one

with their mouth and walking down the cellar stairs with
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• l i g h t e d oandle holding a mirror i n our hands looking

for the fhce of our future husband, «'e used to have

May p a r t i e s too* Then we would look i n the v e i l for the

face o f our future s a t e * We were ra i sed with one thought

o f making some man a good industr ious wi fe and being

happy i n the midst of our own chi ld i-en i f God gave us some*

, As I remember i t my girlhood was very happy*' Of

course there were l e a n years arid good years but f inance

was not d iscussed i n the family* A new hat or dres s was

not bought u n t i l needed and some way the money was handy

when i t was needed* I f a hat was good and looked nice we

never thought of g e t t i n g a new one because i t was l a s t

years hat* And never d id i t occur to us not t o wear a

bat or &r*98 that an oi&er s i s t a r had outgrown* That

was just as natural as the rising of tho sun*

I remember once goinp, near the mountains and camp-

ing a whole week and attending what was called a camp

nesting* We took along a small stove to cook on* The

g ir l s slept in a tent and the men and boys out under the

• t a n * MyX how people did get religion and i t was a

brand that lasted a Ufstirat too*


