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Interview rith George Clinton,age 71
fullblood Euchee Indian
l iving four rrdleB N. W.
of Slick, Oklahoma

(Biographic Sketch.)

George Clinton was born west of Haskell, Oklahoma,

in 1866, in a log cabin. This cabin d£d not have floors,

only the ground pounded down until smooth. His parents

died when he was very young. They moved from west of

Haskell to Thflpthlecco settlement west of Beggs, lived

there a year or two, then moved to Big Pond settlement on
i

Salt Creek, south of Bristow.

When Mr. Clinton was 16 or 17 years old he started

working for Uncle Jess Allen, of Slick, aa a cook and helped

with' cattle. Later, at the age of 20 years, when Legus

Perryman was chief of the Creek Indians, he served for four

years as a Light horseman. When the Creeks received their

$89.00 payment, he aoted as one of the guards, bringing the

gold, silver and currency in kegs by hacks, drawn by two/'

horses, to Okmulgee from Muskogee, Oklahoma..

While a Light hocseman Vr. Clinton inflicted

punishment on criminals according to "£he Creek Indian laws

then. He used hickory switches, giving them about 50
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lashes across the back or ae designated by the law. After

serving four years as Light horeeiaan, ha beca-io a member of

the House of Karriore eri3 i s s t i l l a meuoer yet . For a

nunfoer of years he lived around vrelloyville, and has only

liyed at his present location e year.

He forked as a cowboy unt i l about £0 years ago.

He i s now fanning his land. In the ear l ie r

days the Indians, in 'order to supply a living for their

families, k i l l ed deer, skunks and coons, trading them at

Okmulgee to Captain Severs, and at Tulsa, for supplies.

Some Indians, took tneirs to jvHiskogee.

The women ifede a l l their own clothes, getting

material- at s tores . They ioade a l iving this way, to -

gether with the srn^ll payments they received. Mr»

Clinton said years ago, before the leather saddles were

coranon, the Indians made their own saddles out of wood.

Old Euchee Tom, . father, of Kuchee Tom living south of

Sapulpa, made them out of hickory and post oek. Ke

carved the saddles out of a block of wood., The, a a t i r e

saddle^'was carved out of e solid piece of wood. Ke

made the saddle horns also but of wood, cinches were

made of Buckskin. Saddles of that type a ren ' t found

these days. • '
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Mr. Clinton told me about the Indian potato.

This potato grot73 vdld 3nd there ere very few of them,

[Jany people do not know of their existence. The Indian

Irish potato ia a l i t t l e largeirin diameter than e s i lver

dollar. The flavor i3 somewhat different then the

ordinary potato, being sweeter. This potato .groiis in

bottom land end i s celled by the Indians aad^potato. The

Dsage Indians cons dovn end trade for theDe potatoes. Thoy

sen bo sold to the Oscge Indians at five dollars a bushel,

providing one i s lucky enough to find theo.. These potatoes

Jannot be cul t iva te t as the tame ones ' r r t because they "will

not li-ve when planted ca-other potatoes are . .Some of

these potatoes can be found near Slick, Oklahoma.
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THE TOBACCO FLOWSH
Interview with. (Jeorge Clinton

88-year o ld TJchtt Indian

The Tobacco Flower used by the Indian comes from a tobacco p lant

•imiliar to ordinary tobacco p lant s the f lowers are the same bu.t the l e a v e s

are smaller. The plant grows to a height one-half f o o t , The l eaves are not

uged just the flowers which are white but turns t&n when dr ied . The seeds

are brown about the sijt» of a rauetard seed.

When the t>lant blooms Indians go out before dawn and when such b irds

&i the Jaybird, Dore, Crows and Woodchuck s ing they p ick four flowers from

•ach •olsnt one for each bird.

The tobacco flower i s used by the Indians for medicinal "ourposes. they

tmoke i t when someone i s s i c k .

It is a very r*re tobacco at one time i t was entirely lost sight of

but later a small plant was discovered in some under brush and i t started

again.
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ye&fes Iho Err.itbisoni'si I n s t i t u t e ms.de a search for th i s l i t t l e

co, oiom anci>£ttl> sr-iong d t r t s in t r ibes f,c tlx f.cx;&d tobacco, i . e . ,

'rind of tobacco u<?(*& ac.cS stoked in th« colutpet or peace pipes

on cere* .AJ.?1 accasuona onct •at peace councils. *0n such occasions there wap

in excix^n-e of too .ncos.

55b.f> tr^^itlon o^ncsming i t s ^tiKin ^ou^j3 tiyt.bical but apoes-rs to b©

foundec i-oi f i c t s . I t r^ado !a VO11O?/P:-

•A lon{; time -a ^ iiert^in Ki9-if*-jj-t-.3«-s>i (lep%;c«-"iaa) come irou> Sod

aad or"".- f tu.o 1J? scored "ortss aiid coioper p la t e s ( Tucici-batcul -plsttes oi1 the

| Taeki-^-tc'v t r i %a ^f + =. Old '.'.as':o^ee nation c o .~ef fcri^jd t o ) . One oi.' i^e

[ Kis-'?P-"'?'-i'--w.?i (I ~ • •, '">-""3Os5 -'eb-ini'.4! t j God, 1'lic ot-^i'S remained. One
I
F

•t

on the '•••':."'h d»;*, •» o-^iviful . i t ' - lo 1̂ mt «it.» a «'. i t e i'lower ^rew

; frora f.\e --r^ve.

i ?n.^ t:ds L.\ttle tob coo flower, "'Sild Tooaaoo", rt01d raonB1 Tobacco*

orHitcM -̂> r-x§i t a Inc^ib^tchi Indians cot their Medicine,- IVicldbAtoh:

The i*e of th is l i t t l e tooacco er>read to othor t r ibes , p«r»ecially the

s, ITci'.ees *nd UuRksogees of Shfxwnee association, Ko solemn conclave

held witaiut the «4we"t odor from the fuiiies of tae l i t t l e sacred tobacco to

to make bindins Wiat ws8 saiii and anne. I t was never to be cut nor bro'sun

for fear oi' tr1?-^:; f.•« >indisg hand of friendshiti, but w?.« cut by "biting

t«eth, Tho bloody hi--aidp>d warrior dropped both 3cal^ing icnife and war clab

when e v r he whiffed ^ » peaceful odors.
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Bat tf\e use of t . e 111 l i e -1-mt ve.% l o s t u i t h the pass ing of tao o ld

Indian neaoe melcer«. lor JO ye?.r* or !«ore t^e Inctijsns of ten spotc© of the

IS irears v̂"O D"*. JO'IA 3- ontou of t •« *i i t :m:ai3/ i I n s t i t u t e

an a.xh-"?stive soarcn for t l i i s Woacuo, but ^avo i t tto as i r r e t r i e v a b l y l o s t .

Son1 e Slinton i ind^ the Tn^ •••>. I i n g t r i ^ t o d f i e l d workerr to be on

the lo^-o-t > r tv^ l.-- ! UttJf- eror^c. ?'f>b'.c^o., <&A ?iei,d former J)rrp« Fife

of S^ul-vn iycL+& t ' r to'T-cro In t> - "vv-ri<*.«Wt of Opor^p Cl inton,

tjchee T "i n. -Ir, Cj.i^toa ^"Cov^rpcl Lv rlr-nt ri'nwiri** wild anf! (̂

«ome of t .?• re'-d.

rvre ~. tivia* of *.-9 ^»^-t, )n\t i + - i f h i ""JP1 t \ ? ^?

cco ff'll I1? r*"f«̂ Tifd ^v f? - i .T i f r f lavors t-i t-\e

ia"1 of T i r f i r ^ x , o r ^»rhrr»s .Tte «-«eot

o5nr3 '••• " ? V":.! i.•"'.-.? .tj ).: t"v c.ur l e ; i ^L^ t iV2 'bod i e s . - T^JJ lo>«t

is

r* -me.**- ^I

Befer to 43nd


