T
ELINTCH, GERGL KN

347

bR EARRN oF A

3-83.-{rsa. Naticn ‘

~ .
S% e

noomen g8 .-=resk e
A SRS & LA oY (4
neuiehnld “anvfac tures--Greek
¥, d--Creek
Osages
- l“fihgliat<t“
Tctecco Flower
s>eered Icbecee
"editine--ruchee
Sucerstitions--Creek

e



CLLITu ., JacuGu TRV L. "

348

Field worker: Dawes Fife
April 19, 1937

Interview with Ceorge Clinton,age 71
fullblood Euchee Indian
living four wiles N. V.
of slick, Oklshoma °
(Blographic Sketeh. ) |
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George Clintoi was born west of Haskell, Ok;phoma,’
in 1866, in & log cebin. This cabin did not have floors, |
only th; ground poundeé down until smooth. His parents
died when he was very young. They moved from west of
Haskell ;; Thipthlaccb settlement west of Beggs, lived
there & yesr or two, then moved to Big Pond settlement on
Salt Creek, south of ériatow.

When iir. Clinton ;as 16 or 17 years old he started
working for Uncle Jess Allen, of Slick, as a cook and helped
with' cattle. Later, st the sge of 20 yesrs, when Légus
Perryman wus chief of the Cree& Indisns, he servec¢ for four
years es a Light horseman. ‘When the Creeks received their
$29.00 payment, he acted as one of the éuards, bringing thek
gold, silver end currency in kegs by haoks, drawn by t:gf
horsé;, to Okmmlgee from Muskogee, Oklghcua.,

While a Light horsemen Mr..Clinton inflicted
punishment on oriminsls according to the Creek Indian lews

2
then. He used hickory switches, giving them about ©0
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laghes across the back or as designuted by the law. After
gerving four years as Light horsewan, he beca.v a member of
the House of !Irribrs erfd 15 still u wenver yet, For a
_number of yeérs he_lived arouad Yelleyville, and has only
lived at his present location a yeer.

fle worked es & cowboy uniil about 20 yeers sgo.

He 1s now fTaruming his land.' In tae esrlier
daislthe Indiens, in ‘order to supply & living for their .
families, khlled deer, skunks and occons, trading them at
Okmulges to Captein Saverg, and at Tulsa, for supolies.
Some Indisnsg tdox tneirs to muskogee.

s

The women iede all their own clothes, getilng

[ 4

msterisl- at stores; They ade e living this way, to-

gether with the smull payments they received.  ire

[}

Clinton suld yesrs &go, before the leather suddles were :

&

cornmon, the Indlans mesde their awn saddles out of wood.
0ld Xuchee Tom, .father of Luchee Tow Yiving south of
Sapulpa, mads them out of Lickory and post oek. He‘

carved the saddles out of & block of wood.. The eatire

saddle was carved out of e solid piece of woods He

» -

made the saddle horns also out of wood. Cinches were
nmade of Buckskin. Saddles of that t&pe aren’t found

these days. - ’ ’
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Mr. Clinton told me aboit the Indiar notato.
This potato grows wild and there <re very few of them,
Many people do not know of their existerce, The Indian °
Irish potato 18 a little largerin diametér than'e eilver
dollar. The flavor is somewhat different then the
ordinary potato, belng sweeter. This potato grows in
bottom laﬁd end is ;alled by the Indizans md podsto. The |
Dsage.lndians cone down cnd trade for these nototoes, They
sen be 80ld to the dsrge Indlans et five dollare a bushel,
sroviding one is luckyfenbugi to fird ther. These potatoes
zannot be cultivatéc as the tame snes ere because they will

not live when plantec cs-other potastoes are. .Some ‘of

these potatoes can be found near Slick, Oklehoua.
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Daves ¥ife . Thomas P. llonghéi', '
Jield worker, ’ Supt, Indlan-Pioneer History
Jeb 23, 1937 R Talsa, Okla.

THE TOBACCO FLOWER
) Interview with George Clinten |
, X : 88~-year 014 Uchse Indian ' |

i
< {
-

Tae Tobacco Flower used by the Indian comes from a tebacco plant
siniliar to ordinary tobacco plants the flowers are the same but the leaves
are emaller, The plant grows to a height one-holf foot. The leaves are not
uged just the flowers which are white but turns tan when dried, The seeds
aré brown about the size of a mustard seed,

¥nen the vlant blooms Indians go out before dawn and when such birds
as the Jaybird, Dove, Crows and Woodchuck sing they pick four flowers from
each nlant one for each bird,

The tobacco flower is used by u}e Indians for medicinal vurposes, They
smoke it when someone is sick,

It is a very rore tobacco at one time it was entirely lost sight of
but later a amall plant was discovered in some under brush and it started

agein,
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Swoervigor, Indien-Pioneer History Se14¢

_ In'?@;ca‘t yeabs the Brifbeoning Institute mede n search for thig 1ittle
.'t'cbacco. mown andl otly arong certain tribes ¢c e sccred totacce, i.e.,
fhe srecial find of tobacco used and sroked in the coluret or pesce pipes
on cerer nicl @ccasions and at peace counclla, 'AOn such occasions there waa
o excasn-e of tob .ccos, ‘

The tr-dtion 2oncecning its ~risin «rurnds nythical but apoears to be
founde: 171 ¥acts, It reads an (Bllowere

A

*A lons time 2 ~ certoin Kisense O-tbo.zesi (Uspagoreds) come from Zod
and o~ 4 0 12 sacred dress and copper ylateg ( i\xca:i-baj:ca& Plates of the
Mekd-9-ic.~ i7i e 2f + = 01ld nacrosee natisa zio referrcd to). One oy iue
Kgnre metnegt (I ages) cebarmal £y God, lue ot.ave remaiued. One

Cof thant Treacgtean Yoo e vovng pexicenne and Gélod,  JLey varied tdawm and
" <

on the "wur’h day, on[r;:i:"‘.zl Sivhe lwmt wita oz wite flower crew rorin

. fron the ~rave,

s

Froa taias Llttle tob cgo fiowar, "Jild Tooasco®, "01d wmens' Tobacco®
Cor Hiteni w- »gl to2 Me<ibotenl Indians sot their liedicine,-~ Tuckibatenhi
t}(diti 13,

The 126 of this littls tooacco sﬁz\~ead to othor {ribes, cenecislly the
Shawnees, Uciees and Murkogees of Snawnee association, lo solemi conclave w-¢
held without the awe-t odor from tihe fumes of t.e little secred tobacct; to
to make "indingz wiat wee sald and uone, It was neves to be cut nor broken -
for feer of (reawing tie inding nand of friendship, but wes cut by biting

~ feeth, Two bloody honded warrior drovped both scalving imife and war club

: /s
;‘ when ev-r he whiffed 4=m pcaceful ndors,



o " CLINTON, GEORGE.  INTERVIEW. -

~ ¢he Tobscco Flower
Pa,go 20 ' :
| / : . 353
But t.e nse of t.e litlle -l.at wes lost with the pessing of the old
Indian weace mekers. ¥or 10 yenrs or wore tue I[nuians often spoiws of the

kY

#8a3t To:=ccof, ~
Avout 13 yeara a0 Dr, Joiin § antoa of t-e 3nitharaiza Inatitute made
en gxa~rstive search for thiz tnbaceo, bat zave 1t un ag irritrievably lost.
Gorr © Jliaton iind« the Ton -~ . T instracted field workers *o he on
the looton-t "o Foe loct Vit{le grered Tnboene, and ﬂetd Woricer D-wee Tife
of Szwulna ixwad ¥ ¢ taneeso tn tre '«o.f--mflﬁ:': ¢f Oeroree Clinton, tre nped
Uckee ¥ "} r., Jr, C.inton dMecovered ioe vlont Ainedne wild and colleﬁp&‘i_
gome of e eo~d,
Indd 1 o3rue cowelle axe o todae of Y02 reet, But 14 ~ieht e 42 mee

of te 70t ape? tabngen ¥°11 ve pesyped v A7 dte flovars th e

2
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el 213t of i F iy sex, or nerhirma tte eveet and asered
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Slhieg o T Tl doar B by our 1eriRintive-ordies.- e lost Tohneceo
{s foun,
't
. Tyrma~ B, Mr-chor, Swno-visor
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