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‘Fleld Worker o Interview: Robert B. Choate
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THE CHOATE FAMILY

Silas Choate is cne of the oldest of the Choate family that we have any
history of that has lived in this country. He cams with the first old settlera
;nd only stayed a' short time and went back to the East, then returned with the
;Imiémta and uttlofi down ou a place near thy present site of Greemwood Junce
tion, near the pressnt state line of arkansas and Oklshoma. Thet was vhen San-
iders Choato, the father of Robert B, Choate, was about t;alvo years old, Silas
Choate, the graudfather, 1iwed thers wntil his death which accurred sometire

d»efore the Civil #ar, .hen Sanders Choate grew to manhood he married tiiss ’Jano'

Rily. They oanly had one ¢hild, Geurge dashington Choate, They lived near the
site of old Flint Court House. He later married Miss Eliza Childers. They had
six children, e, a daughter who was married to Jokm Adair o Sallisaw, Okla-
oma, the next child, Joshua, & son, Isabsll, the wife of Hounto?n Payne cof Fte
1ith, Arkensas, Mary Alm, & dsughter vho married Dr. R. L. Rye of Ft. Smith,
kansas, now of Porter, Oklahama, Jokn C. a son who married Miss Feannie Foree
¥n, Robert Be Choate, a son was merried to msa Lydie Striker, a full blood
Cherokee, who was eduwcated in the Cherokes Orphens Asylum,  They are the par-
huts of two children, Buma E, @ danghter, and Robert M., a son. v

ROBERT B, CHOATR

Robert B, Choste is a native of the Cherokes Nation snd a resident of
Bumok, Oklahoma, Adadr Comty, nm; his Boyhood. Mre Chemte kas been actively
Bdantified in attiotal affairs for mmy years. Ls was sducated in the ogimen
Johcols et the National Nale Seninary, becaw  teacher, taught e ¢ st sckao)
' / -

/




CHOATE, ROEERT B, . INTERVIEW. \

o ot No, 2163 k Cont'd)
. 36

at Skin Bayou School fm Skin Bayou Distriet (later Sequoysh Distriet), next at
Sallisew at Found Sprinss School, near Bunch end still other places, booo"zﬁng
very prominent and sucosssful in the educational work, He was a member of the
National Council of ths Cherokes Nation, beocoming cm;f of that body, then
District Clerk, District Judge, Assistant Indian Agent, being Judge whenm Trival
Government was abolished. He was always faiihful to duty. |

Politically Mr, Choate is a Rspublican., Hs was defeated as & delegate to
the C;mtltutional Convention but was a dslegete to the convension that + ominated
Frenk Frantz for Governor. ; ‘

Mr. Choate 1s a Cherckes, 3/C blood, end 1p proud of that fact.

He has bean a very succesaful famer, apooializiug/ iﬁ/good pure bred atoci_.

s .
Hes was & very successful merchent for a punber of Mrﬂ, He has a nies hoxe

g
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-Iin Bunck, Oklshama, He is 74 years old and is ﬁd in kigh cateem'and iovo'by

all whoh keow hime |
| liro Choate 4ays thot whew'ke Wes & young nen that tieir Poat Office was
Evansvills, Arkansas, some 25 miles distant, e asked if that was not a
11ttls inconveniemt, ke mp% "Well, Yes, but we all in that noighborhood
nnt thers to mill end of course thers was samsone going there dery two or '
thna days and mté they would Wring the mail for us u'uuém not going
m". , / | /

! )ﬁ- later there wes a Post Gffice established at aha# is the north-
knst 9omor of the present towm of 3tilwell, oklek ona and somn hrtorward there
7.: ons estadbliahed at Bunch. AS that tine the mmil was carribd oz horseback
from VanBuren, Arkensas to Evapsville from there to Flint P. Q. (now Stilwell)
from there to Bunck and on %o Dwight Lission. At firet and for some tins the
mumouyuuwudtommoh three times sach week but vas later delivered

mn dgy. Joshus Chomte was the Tirst mail carrier to the Bunoh P. O, tum
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ﬁnﬁry Bradley carried it. Hs carried it on to Dwight liission, making tke round

t

L

trip oo koxseback eack day,.

Thsir nearest dootor at'that time was at Evenaville, Ariensas. Two of the
first doctors that Mr, Choats Yemerbers were, Dr. Bryant and Dr. Littlejohn,
both of Evansville., In those days thm' were no roads as we taink of roﬁdn.
There ;on only wegon trails and bridlepaths,

lr. Chsate says that there wore somethings that tkey kad then that we do
not have, suchk things es good timder, fortile wvirgin soil, an abundance of game,

fiah end good range.



