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THE OHQATE FAMILY

Silas. Ghoate 1* axe of the oldest of the Choate family that wo bar* any

history of that has l ived In th i s country. Ha oaue with the f i r s t old se t t l ers

and .only stayed a short time and want back to tha East, then returned with the

Immigrants and satt lad down on a place near the pvasant a i te of Greaawood Juno*

tlon, near the present state l ine of Arkansas and Oklahoma* That waa when

ders Choate, the father of Robert B* Choate, was about twelve years old* Silas

Choate, the grandfather, l ived there unti l his death which occurred sometime

before the Civil ftur* >Vhen 3andexs Choate grew to manhood he married Kiss Jane

filly. They only had one chi ld , George Washington Choate* They lived near the

s i te of old Flint Court House* He later married Miss Eliza Childere. They had

six children, Suaa, a daughter who was xoarried to John Adair of Salllsaw, Gkla»

taoa, the next child* Joshua, a son* Isabel l , the wife of Houston Payne of Ft*

iaith, Arkansas, Mary Alum, a daughter who married Dr* R. L* Sye of Ft* Smith,

Arkansas, now of Porter, Oklahoma, John C* a son who married Miss Fannie Fore*

, Robert B* Choate, a son was Married to Miss Lydia Striker, a fu l l blood

rokee, who was educated in the Cherokee Orphans Asylum* They are tha par*

ta of two children, Kama E, a daughter, and Robert M*t a son* j

E. CHOATJS

Bobert B* Choate i s a native of the Cherokee Nation and a resident of

i, Oklahona, Adair County, since his boyhood* Mr* Cheats has been actively

Identified in official affaire for mmy years* He was educated in the common

tools and t i* National Male Seminary, became a teacher, taught his first st
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at Skin, Bayou 5QJUK>1 la 3kin Bayou District ( later Sequoyaa Dietrlot) , next at

Skill*** at Bound 3prln,ia 3ahool, near Bunch and o t i l l other peaces, becoming

r»iy prominent and successful in the educational work. Bo was a neaber of the

National Council of tha Cherokee Nation, becoming Chief of that body, then

District Clark, District Judge, Assistant Indian Agent, being Judge when Tribal

Gorernment was abolished* He was always faithful to duty*

Pol i t ical ly Mr. Ckoate i s a Bepublioan. He was defeated as a delegate to

the Conatitutional Convention but was a delegate to the convent! JC that rominated

Frank Ifrantz for Governor*

Mr. Choata i s a Cherokee, 3/c blood, end is proud of teat faot.

He has been a rery successful fanner* Bpeoializiug in good pure brod stock.

He was a r9ry suooassful aerchent for a nunber of y?*ra* Ho has a nice hoae

in Bunch, Oklahooa, He i s 74 years old and ia held in kigL esteem and love by

al l who know him*

Idr. Choata -says that wheu'ha was a young man that their Poet Office was

EranflTille, Arkojisaa, aooe £5 miles distant* Whaa'aakod i f that was not a

l i t t l e inconvenient, lie replied "Well, Tea, but we a l l in that neighborhood

vent there to mil l and of course there was someone going there aVery two or *

three days and that,way they would bring the mail for UB i f we were not going

;soonr
•

I §omejbima later there was a Post Office established at #hat is the north-
I / '
[west corner of the present town of Stilwell, Cklatoiaa and soon afterward there

hjas one established at Bunch* At that tine the mail was carried on horseback

from VanBuren, Arkansas to Rrsnavllle from there to Flint P* 0. (new Stilwall)

from there to Bunea and on to Dwight Mission* At f irst and for some time the
4

was only delivered to Bunch three tiroes aaah weak but was later delivered
Joshua Choata was tha f irst nail carrier to tha Btucb P* 0*. then
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Htary Bradley carried It* Bo carried i t on to Dwigkt Mission, making tka round

trip on koroabaok eaok day*

Tkair noareot doctor a t tkat tin* was at EranaviliB, Arkansas. Two of tke

first doctors tkat Mr* Ckomts r«m«ni»«ra war©, Dr« Bryant and Dr. Littlejokn,

botk of Eransvilla* In tkosa days tkora wara no roada as wo tkink of roads,

Tkere wara only wagon tra i l s and bridlapatka.

Mr, Gksata says tkat tkara ware sonstaings tkat tkoy kad tkan tkat m do

not kara, suck titlngs as good timber, fort i la rirgin s o i l , an abundanoo of gams,

fisk and good ra&gs*


