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Kay Couaty probably holds the record for the number of

[:4

towms, would be towns and post orflcea, among the counties
of Oklahoma. There were Samta Fe, Cross, Parker, Kay Center,
' Chigaskia City, Polk,’Rock Falls, Vilott, Alert, Midway,
Peabody/gnd others. ;
,y/’afiginally considered aaxan agricultural district,
}/fﬁ; object of so mamy post offices wasi’to have them handy
to the farmers. These early“settlers didn'd seem to amtici-
pete that there would be an} %frge towns or cities in their
couity. The first few &eQrs'ﬁfter the strip opsning saw a
multitude of small towas and post offices established, to v
be abardoned later. The advent of the Santa Fe Railroad ‘
caused the moviung or desertiom of a number of towns. Some
were moved to the railroad and their mames changed. Later
gn)the discovery of oil caused sti}l more towns to spring
up, later. to be abandoned. Prior to the opening of the
"Strip" the County ssat of Kay County was at Kildare. Later

on the county seat was moved to a site fgrther morth and a
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mile or two south of a place called Kirk. Kirk was on;a %
switch of the Santa Fe Railroad and was first called Santa
Fe, but the railway, for which the towa was named, didmn't
seem to show any\interest; 80 the nams was chemged to Kirk
and later to Newkirk,

Chief Bushyhead, of the Cherokee Natiom, had selected
an allotment at Qroag, eight or ten miles south of Kildare,
and ome or wo railroad )/atations in the County. Ome of his
associates also located am allotment mearby. They also had
allotmerts at Blackwell, as well as at other prospsctive |
to;laitos. These townsites were taken, h0p£;§»thoy would
be at a County seat wher finally established. Kildare and
Cross grew and Cross out-stripped all other towas im the
County for a while. They had brick businoés houses, some
three stories high and a brick and ;tone hotel. Its banks
were secomd to none in the Territory. 1ts business district
spread over a wide area. Its two newspaﬁzra prospered;
Cross had two peapers, "The Guideg ard "The Register®,
Kildare had two papers, "The Bamner™ and the "Jourasl"”,

¢

yBlackwall at this time was growing micely although
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fburﬁaen miles off the r;ilro&d. A glamce at’ the map
now fails to show a town of the name of Cross. Ponca
City can be givon cradit for this. ;A bunch of enter-
prising men secured a tract of l?nd a mile south of
Cross and atarted a town tharqu This point was at the
gateway to the Oaage and'Ponéa Indian Reservatioms which
. were to the southeast. The rail£oada fought this project
ard for two or three yaai'éé’:or mor'e, they didi't_ even have
a station there, norvdit,‘i‘;tha trains atop there. This,
however, dida't diacour‘age the Pomea City men. About a
year later they were ab%e to advertise and diaplay ‘cards

stating that. %

"All trains stop at Ponca City
Just the same as at Chicago.”

Cross moved over imto Pomca City and what was once a flour;sh-
1;3 town, mrow became a suburb o% a faster growing town, Pomca
‘City.

' Kildare flourished a while’ as it was at the ead of the
stagé line that accommodated Blackwell) howsver, Blackwell
soon got a railroad., Newkirk gained asc;ndoncy, while Kildare:s

growth was retardsd, and it returmed to the status of a village.
t ] /
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Rock Falls, over in the northwest cormer of the county anq

the formsr seat of David Payme's old "Boomsr Coloay" be-

cam® & thrivigg village with hotels, stores and mewspapers.
The extemsion of the Samta Fe Railway from Humaewall, Kansas,
misged Rock Falla and it was abamdomed, but Braman, a new

town spremg up. Polk never gréw beyomd the post office amd
£lackam1§h‘ahop size. Ower spramg up but soom faééd away.
Seven miles north on the Salt Fork there was a settlement

and post office called Alert - an inlamd town) it grew until
a railroad came through, missimg it, so it was no more.

Eddy was ostablished, and five miles east of Alert was Guiley,
a post office. Vilott was a mils or two nest of ﬁlackuell.

A few miles sast of Blackwell was Parker, since abandoned. *
Parker was at one time a thriving place, It had several brick
business houses and & newspaper "The Oklshoma World", BRBut |

. )
when Blackwell, then off of a railway, got or a lime it began

[N r
to grow fast. ‘Blacklell contrecéed with the Hutchinson and
Soutbern Railway to build a line then from Medforde Sbos
the Frisco came through from Arkansas City, Kaxsé;: The
Santa Fe Railway, mot to be bca%eg, changed its course f}om

Sumpter im order to beat the other lires to Blackwell. This
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left Parker out in the cold, and it aoon joined the parade
of "Ghost Towna"” of Kay Coumty. Lillyville and Wilber,
post ;ffices northeast of Pomoa City, and Mervine, sast of
Newkirk, were other small towns of the early days. Three
Sanda or the Coumty lins south of Tonkawa, attained a popu-
latibn‘of twenty~five hundred to three thousand psople in
its heyday. Now it is omnly a scattered remnant of ifs one
.timc self. -
Dilworth, ten miles northeeat of Blackwell, rose as
by magic to thirty-five humdred or four thousend withiz a
few momths. Inr 1918 it had a refinery ard a wide range of
busiresases. The post office attained the rank of a first
class post office with receipts og $58,000,00 ia ome year.
Today, Dilworth is a grass covered field with cogoreto
sidewalks about, whers once stood businresas houseé, homes
and churches, water works, etc,.
Today Pomca City, Blackwell, Newkirk, Tomkawa ard Kaw
'Gity, not to memtion other thriving and smaller towns, are

fine towns. of whioh Kay County is proud.
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