. CHAPMAN, J. M., .  INTERVIEW . 13581 218



© 219

CHAPMAN, J. M. INTERVIEW 13381

Billie Byrdy;
- Journalist,
April 13, 1938. ~
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An Interview with Mr. J. M. Chapmen,
White and of Choctaw descent,
Sixty~-two years old,
Okemah, Oklahoma. .

“

Yellow flags placed near a home or cammunity were
signs that the people most reafed to approach during'the
Territorial days in the Choctaw céﬁntry. Those yellow ’
-flags were put up at th; homes or‘commnnities where there
were cases of smallpox or of some other contagious disease.
The flags were put up by Government orders and wers placed
either on tall poles or trees near the home of a quarantined
family for a half milelin everf direction(and with these flags’
~;o scattered Qnd placed, no ons could approach a place without )
having seen the sign. <he quaran£1neé famiiy would select the
heaithiest member oftthe home ﬁb'approach the but;r edge of the
. Quarantine area on the days on which the Government people is-
sued rations to the sick. This member of the quarantined family
obtained vhat was given and returned with the provisions..

Garland is a town in Oklahoma in Haskell County nnrth of

Stigler, but before it had started as a town it was the place
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whore.the District Court for the Chdctaw people was held,
Another District Court was placed at Whitefield which was
south of Garland., In these courts were held courts £6r the

‘ crimina;.sﬁ' gentencea were passed and punighment by whipping
\ ' . —

or death wa‘ carried out. They had Choctaw Lighthorsemen

just as the same as the Creeks had. Judge Gariand, after

. %
v

whom the name of the town was selected, was a noted man

[ 4
<

ainong the Choctaws. e promoted the begiiming of the tomn

1

'of garland. He first made a log cabin and began a blacksmith }

shop along with his work as judge. In this Yoocation, a god!"

+

many of the neighboring farmers made trades with him. -

- See.ng thaf; 80 many peopl; were living in the neighb;'l'-:
} hood and'.Bhat a good meny came to trade and do’ business wit;:h d
. him , J}xdge Garland determined éo ectablish a mail :oufo. He,_
first operated the Pony Express with the mail being carried
from stigler which alre;dy had a railway at that point about
1893 or 1894, From Stigler to Whitefield then on to Gariand
and a further route to Tqamaha was mde. ‘lhe PonSr Express was
maintained for several years until the change was made to the

-

use of the two-wheeled cart. This cart was in use. for some -
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time until changes ceme, latepr, The blacksriith shop was the

v

vo8l offiee, with Cooper Serat, Choctaw, acting &s the mail
. . \J
carrier. The.activity around Garlend still kept up well.
Judge Gerland saw good prospects for a good business &nd ha ..

5 Al ’ -~ ’
gst.blished a general mercﬁandisa.store ¢c.mbined with the

wst cffice, as he was the postiagter. »fter the store vas
* “

4

esteblished the people came more often to the s.ore to do\
their trading and Garland's trade Qid.not fall off,
There wag arother man who saw the possibilities of a good .

location and wanted to meke an estublish..ent there. He was = .

-~

a. L, Jones, the first doctor who ever came to that place. His
ﬁfffce and business were conducted in the back of .Garland's

store, Later on, another doctor’camc, so,the two built another
~ . Bd

biilding for their quarters. ‘ ‘ N

United States marshals WB?Q looked‘to to keep order butl

tle Indiané were under their owm tribal laws, It was.gufing

A}

the elsction of their chiefs that the peorle disliked to meet ,

4

C

N
o)
Q

, s \

: on ths road or any place else, The feelings.arose when
¢ v . .

the oppqsing parties were competing.

Aoig the Indians there were Lwo orgénizations called

~

the Buzzards and EaBles. In these two divisions, tie opposing
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3
.:eribers stocd in opposigﬁon t. the beliefs 1 o..: otler

- r"/
'

-

party iu the tribul affc elecsions, Lail a.es,end the
cinpr oy08ing coptests. In cach cuse, the: sLood us ver, . N
vitter opronente, &l s . el 1. cu bt r shimadshos, N

3.. etines all male children w\o were 0.J 50V L LlL WO
, \ N
LL: S0 carry and .Se guns Were, ur. eu &l - Qi&gm vogetier -
‘ . | &
touy to be iready for eny uj%isin ti
) | \\ N N
2o cuul.  uhien vhey entered in%p\sAir 1835 0T ¢unav

’

«

=
-

¢
CLoouvle, wie [nited States mbrshals\an\

L - T L P
4 Ioved taln dovitl.

. . . .

Souzzard Lr oLagle perby vino Lued U

v

by aud sal

~

wil dlun't exphange _reetings, one wowd speas

*.2.1, vhy don'v you sipeak?" Jhose guest.ody were . test

3 ey ~ ‘« * ~
T otlests feeliug and\iéggn if tos Los. ile wanney .as>_one,
) N AN

o evimes SL: Juites 8s.8d Lhot,t00. £or it was duriwse
e N

swo2z b b ot feet of tie wiite @eo?ié;fOULd bzeo.s vory . .

4

. .. e ® S N .,.t\ N .
Cenber. Uhe viiite peop.: werv livihg agong\:halans anG tn;>\\<\

A - * / -« : - . g . -: ‘—\ * \
Yetrea tae . beecause they ned nlii ¢ miaoseiy forpdtien the

A ' \\\
Jreatment accorded 'dheir raticrs by tue wialkes shiea the . ®

nii_fs were forced to leave t.~ old houes. Tix Indians

“
<
.

+
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‘ became very ugly towards the whites and the whites didn't
want to Qe mixed in with them because nothiné‘couli Qeem
. t; control the Indians when their feelings were‘toﬁched.
The Indiand didn't want to have anything to do with the

whites, then.

~—~—

4 United States Marshal

Jim Cole was one big and fat tall man. Criminals
;Bre supposed to fear all United Séates marshals but Cole
wa;;;kaq\by all the-people for his.kindness and playfulness.
Even though he carried hié‘six—ahooter, he never jumped -
‘quickly éo cong usionsrof at anybody. ﬁe went'slowly in his
work but'he always haq his man. He may have\reached for his
gun at times to use in\gﬁtsn;ng a criminal but he was never
known to draw his gun omn Jjust Qny'mqg, He would carry a
g\warrant that should kave been served long ago in h}s pocket
\\unti{ it was almost worn out., He would first approdch his
barty; %alk‘to.him and look things over before serving the

N

N \ :
warrant. He wanted always to verify facts first and see if
. \\ - s

he subject was liable to be taken\to court. If he found

things 9, he would serve the warrang by saying, "ﬁell, I
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hate fb\buf I*11l have to.serve‘it," and woui@ hand .

the wg?rant to the party and arrest him. Other Uhitéﬁ

States marshals are'orten.¥epdrtq@ to have chained and

guarded their-prisoner very strictly at gight but Cole

never did. He would take the priqbner to his home, offer

him the best meal, the best hed he had. In case of tbo ~—
meny prisoners Cole provided them with the best beds and |

he would sleep on the floor,

Chocgaw Cries
The.Choéﬁaws mourned for their dead thirty days or
two or three months "after the deceased had been buried. The
mourning wes conducted by the relatives but,was ’'5sined and
‘entered into by the friequ of deveased and their relatives.
All the mourners would gather near the burialJPIace and camp
while the morning would be spent in preparing meals or the
fesst to be hgid along with the mourning. Not only the 1Y
relatives prgéided the food but the friends and neighbors
helped in_tﬁe‘preparations. Just before eating, a small
group would go to the gréve, bow before‘it and offer théir
) .

/ " ) '
mourning cries., This crying would be kept up by this certain A

group for fifteen or twenty minutes, They/XBft and went to
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the loade@ table prepared and took

4

everything that the: ndians like aﬁa

X
Another group would gd to the grave and go througﬁ’the

\ \ R
same thin%. This changing about went

had t?ken part in the cermonies as wa

155?1 A

pTrt in tp7 feagt of

were ablé to!preparo.

{
on until eyery mourner

11 as in thp feast. After

\ .
all had shown and given théir reppects to the dead, anything

to eat that was left over w divided among the families and

the mourning ceremonies were Ver. The Choctaws entered into

this but it was such a mournful’and sad occasiop, it made me

weep with the%.'

! .




