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Interview »ith George“ﬂilson, _ L
ﬁbhlequah Oklahoma.

;n the Chero (-1 Nation neer what ia now tho town of

Stilwell on -Sep eﬂber‘lﬁ 1878 in e two room ,log L

. . .
hut, surrounded /on’ eNer side by“vine covered thorn
\ ek

of the house

/

ey

iandrfnrther e
‘the_woods h hadrcleaped gp<about ten;acres.for .

'6orn crop. The ten acres'were bultivated'

. P

y
Nilson oﬁten spent whole days helping/his i‘ o

J
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qg,glce‘»j;t easy to use this limb es the part of the plow
B -

o~ " s

;:hat would go into the dirt. 'L'ney alao .de the ,

<

hendles - separate from the atock oart of the plow and
just, fé'stenea the hendles. on by, wooden ‘pins, and also’
made 8 er oss piece ‘bhat held the. ha dles in place or -
:separated tﬁem the right distance part 80 the uaer /
gonla walk behind and hold the 'plow in place. His father

taught him how to make the crud harness for the plow,

\

pony and also hogv to make the single tree the thing you )

o

‘Iﬁitch your pony to in Qrder to pull the plow. . I}e .- 2

L. N
used hickory wood almost altogetha' in making -these plow
—— TS .

to.ola,. b <o

——

3

‘Ff)r e ‘ldng' time 'the ‘Iaﬁ—diaxis t'houéﬁt‘ the pony was SNy

not good for eny purﬁ‘ose except to ride on hunting i

trips or on other travels.l They v:ould often hitch up -
. .
a. steer or ® cow.‘ ‘Ihe p&orer Indiah often milked j;he ‘i
S .
&
cons then workeﬁ them nlsg., of course, they did not

;expect much milk out of them th&t night but ‘in ‘such
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cases they usuelly gave them some feed at the noon

\*‘A . .
) milk Yo a small femily. Tether knew how to meke en

Al v BT,

ﬁdﬁr eo efter all these Wbrtccoﬁs protfded enough
.ox yoke perfectly '. - o

‘ My father' S name wes, G%orge Wils n instead of

Arch because he lived in a later peri d of time. A?&k-

/ very few rull blood Indians used sur’ames in my grand-‘

father s time and since he had only ne ‘name which

aas‘%rch, this caused ny Pather later on "to be-giVen'

-~

Whln the Gov rnment enrolled my b ther s neople, the

A
DaweB\ ommission in writing his

#' My grandmother, Peggy Gr 'ts, befo&e her.marriage

'\

P B

was"anWn to be very religiou ' and this, I supbose,

was one of the causes why my’ father, George Nilson,
?

“%as an ordained Beptist minister during the last twenty

g

-t
ey p—— v

years of his life.

. $ -
le to distinguish i
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Many of the things whf}v my. father told me in

: regard 4o his early life are almoet unbelievableq _
-’ v .
Father told us once thet he learned to- shoot a gun

<

when quite young, possibly nine years of age, and

y ..

v that he usually went as fer away from the house as a ' < .

. D
mile to a pond on-the mountein to kill deer,and

. M - ) , . % i

always watohed the herd of.. deer come to get water and

PN

he always picked out an opportunlty to shoot the largest
buck and not shont 'a doe with the seme’ Shot.‘ ‘The hind
1quarter%of a deer werg 911 that Father ever took home
for meet and the.wolves alweys feaeyed on.ﬁpe rest of

cass. The wild deer were nob so wild then as

thei' ere id later years.' Vather said that he hed- “

@

would Just seemlto get very furlous and woula~keep

e e
e e e e
v

going around ¢he wounded buok and would seem.to indicate

‘that they were. ready to fﬁ%ht inatead of runaing away.
'

\\ -
Kﬁather very often approached his meat after some trouble

-

th.the bucks, and he nevef shot.anfadditiopél deer

jus¢ because he could have.i‘fhg wild ‘turkeys ﬁereégo-

ful thet Father never@killed the female furkey
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' but only killed the male bird.. This care for the Wild

: 1ife was taught the Ihdians by their fathers and to

‘ hunt otAerwise was considered poor citizenship and poor 1\\<

'bow;end_arro‘. My fatﬁer iu his.later years was known - -

‘bead on the end of “Mhe barrel on tle uﬁdérgfée; I

‘The happiest day' of Father' 8 life were “the laet

-

twenty years and these years were spent preaching the

-

Bible to his own people. ‘He had. no school educetion

but he studied the English alghaoet and finally beceme . U

LY} /

an eflicient reader of English ﬁnd of course, he was

— o~

*&‘goodmscholarmofdthevbherokee alphaOet and that meant

e .

. - = T m— S S
\ ' -
~ ; -

that he could read the Cherokee alphabet perfectly.e S
After he had been nreaching for e few years, he wes made '3‘, g

a traveling evangelist covering the. entire Cherokee

-7

I

Nation, however, he served as. oastor at a good-many .
churches“before going into the evangelietic work “He =
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sérved as pastor«f “the following plaeces; Lees Creek, = -
. » ¥ . . .

' Che:fy~Treé,'Rouﬁﬂsprings, Ethota, Stending-Rock,

Lohg-Springs, New Foundetion, Pide Tree, his hbme
chﬁréh Eair-Field““Céﬁar Tree and Piﬁey. ’ ﬂ? "

1%

‘ My father was Well Khown for his ability e wes

Wn as a great peacemakgr and all church disputns
and disagreements were hi's 1o settle. then any Chero-
kee gitizeh made a baﬁtﬁr'toven enemy with thege words,
T will fell you wh%t I am wiiling to do. I will*setéle"
i this matter “on any\tena that George ¥1lson says are
r1ght," this meantethe other man knew that he was
wrong or»hgtﬁéuld'accept this éﬁallepge. Tﬁis benter
’/yas/ﬁéﬁr& among thouséndg of Cherokees for éver?a péri;d
. of tﬁgg}y years, end thousands of times serious,trouble;'

&

even blood-shed,nas &t ided by the word of George Hilson,

_the greetest né;cemaker améng the: @herokee neople ‘gsince.

the death of Tss BuShyhead of the ve*y'early~dayé.
‘eqy times the'Chevokees called "Hello" et the- -

wilson hcme along»about mldnipht to call the beloved

[

-and respeqted preacher out of his bed only to hear
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" George Wilson sey "Comie on in boys, into the House" and . -

v

'troubles, After hpering what thher had t

very oftén left their guns with Georgé W#éson in'token.
thet peace had been agreed upon, Aftgr/thher woﬁid -
‘esk his callers to bow‘their he*és wi é him while he

‘
’

prayed invokrng God's bless1ngs on - heqettwo frlends

/

of his and aeking God e help then/td’understand that tHe
/

~—is.- their best friend, he would &

, "And Oh Godkhelp them
~

to punsue peace with you first,/then peace with all mankind"
. J

/ .
and very often men repented o / their evil.thoughts and wént

-aw;y with different inteutiods. My father, Georgé wilson, ~

~aied July 31, 1929, at hig home sbout eight miles éast of ..

Tehlequah. R



