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Interview\with Homer S. Chambers,
X1 Tulsa, Oklahoma.

Interviewer v »v. vT. Holland,
\March 9, 1933.

2 f i r s t saw the l i g h t of\day, November 26, 1873,

in Indiana. I am the aon of Timothy end Serah (Ecre.t)

Chambers. My fa ther was a n a t i v e W Indiana, while

my mother was born in New Je r sey . 1?hey,like a mul t i -

tude of other's, obeyed the urge of the\ tfest end ceir.e

west to Guthrie County, Iowa, in 1381. Ve came in

two covered wagons. I t took two •wagons as\ there were

eight chi ldren and we brought the householdXgcods and

prov is ions . I remember the t r i p we l l , as I VSLS about

eight years of ege. <te d i d n ' t remain long in i W a ,

only u n t i l 1335, when we came to a place two end Valf

miles eas t of Hunnewell, Kansas. A great many of t \

s e t t l e r s of southern Kansas came there to use the

Indian land for grazing and a lso to be near the free

land in the event of an opening, (tuite a fev/ made

the Run in to OH Oklahoma in 1339, but the majori ty
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• returned, not l iking the land in that part of the s t a t e .

The s t r ip country by t ' l is time was known to thousands

and coveted by as many. This caused the border counties

of southern Kansas to be set t led quickly. Some, not

content to await an opening of the " s t r i p , " moved in'

and established colonies. They took up "homesteads" and

even established a town; thi r town was four- miles south

of Hunnewell, Konsas, on the Chikeskia River," end was

given tiie name of Pock Falls as there'was a fa l l in

.the r iver there. They established businesses, and even

published a paper. Another town was established farther

down the ?iv<*r, near where Blackwell now i s . These

people were induced to make these settlements and to

establish.the colonies by C?ptain David L. Payne, the

leader. Payne insisted th.pt the land was Public Domain

and as such >vas subject to settlement by right of

squatter sovereignty. Their stay, however, was short ,

as they were driven out by the United States soldiers ,

their property confiscated or destroyed, their pr int ing

press dumped into the r iver , and thus a l l evidence of
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the settlements was obl i terated. These'"Boomers" moved

into Southern Kansas and kept up the agitation-Am t i l

the^ Government f inal ly decided to open up the Str ip to

settlement. "' • -

Some cattlemen hai already occupied the Strip

and had been using the range free of charge in most

cases. They naturally foupht the idea- of*sett l ing up

the land es thet meent the breaking up of the great

ranches of the ca t t le barons. My father-in-law, .7m.Henry

Lawrence, was grazing ca t t l e on the Str ip and was the

f i r s t "an to obtain a written lease of land for grazing

from the Indians. This lease was obtained, in the la te

f30's or er.rly ' 90 ' s . Re leased nine thousand acres

north of Blackwell and paid S cents m r acre for i t .

'Hie other cattlemen t r ied to keep Mr. Lawrence from doing

th is , but he told them the. t the land was worth something

and' the Indians should be paid. Already the Indians had

begun to grumble_,as they should, so this was the begin-

ning of the lease business. I have this instrument some-

where at home and am sure that i t was the f i r s t l ease .
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Str ip Opening.

I stood on the sideline and welched the show,

witnessing most of the s t i r r ing events "of the early

struggles to build the great s ta te of Oklohoma. The

Strip country, i t s creeks, r ivers , hunting grounds end

fishing holes, the long horned c a t t l e , the picturesque

cowboys, the b?nds of roving Indians, became familiar

sights to me. I 've seen "bed men'' shoot up towns, heve

'followed the t r a i l of cct t le r u s t l e r s , helped capture

horse thieves, and in turn was captured twice by the

soldiers .

"Th*s Run"

As a student in the high school at Hunnewell,

Kansas, I watched the trek to the f i r s t opening- in

Old Oklahoma, April 22, 1839. For weeks prior to this '
\

date of the Cherokee Opening, tftere seemed to be an

endless s t r ing of covered wagons and prairie-fchooners

passing thru our l i t t l e town on their way to the border,

four miles south of Hunnewell. I t was raining ana

the Chikaskie River was running bank.-full. This held

up the bands un t i l the wagons were there by the



_ 85
CHAMBERS, HOMER S. SECOND^NTJKVIXW . 13165

-5-

hundreds, even thousands. I frequently climbed to the

top"of the school building to gaze a t the great colony

camped at the r iver . This was ,$our miles away, but

was easily seen as the white tops of wegons showed plein-

ly . Two days before the Opening the 'water begsn to

fal l and the people began to cross. They swam their

stock across end by stock I mean tha t , es the wagons

were drawn by a l l kinds of terms, a mule and a horse,

two horse and two mule teams, sometimes an ox ould be

teamed with a horse, and a sow and a team of cows would

be pulling a wagon. The men swam 1iie teams over the

Chikashia River. They then tied their wegon beds, or

boxes, securely to the running gear of the wagon,

rolled them in and floated ttasm across the stream, the

men swinming beside the wagons. SOCIP of the goods got

wet bu^t'very l i t t l e was l c r t . <*

I participated in two Openings. The f i r s t , the

Strip Opening,and the second the Kiowa-sfipmanche reserva-

t ion. The Strip Opening was a great horse race, with

thousands of en t r i e s . The. Kiov/a~Comanche courftry was

opened with a lo t te ry , or drawing, in which more than
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tio hundred thousand names .vere registered. I

occupied ring-side seats in both events. I witnessed

the "staking" of the f i r s t claim in my section, on

the t7;o hundred mile s t r ip steeple chese, and l a t e r

a t El Iteno I stood within a few feet of the revolving

box end vvotched a child 'Irew names therefrom. One

name I reca l l , especially, was the name of a Wichita

stenographer, who drew a $100,000.00 farm just out-

side of Lawton.

iVeeks prior to the Opening, on September 16,1393,

booths were set up along the line end were manned by

clerks sent in or appointed by the Interior Department.

Hunnewell, usually a town of two hundred, swelled to
4

a camp of over ten thousand people. They bought out

e l l groceries and supplies, each day, while awaiting

to reg is te r but e t night the t ra ins brought in new

supplies. Hotels were crowded and could not feed and
accommddBtejthe people, / i^lls, drown dry during the

day, f i l led up at night but these couldn't supply

enough water to go around. However, I saw no one

sel l ing water. I haulsd water several days, in ba r re l s ,

to re la t ives and friends who were standing in l ine
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to r e g i s t e r and d i d n ' t went to lose t h e i r p l ace s . They

would f i l l t h e i r canteens end then I .vould give a l l the

r e s t of tb'e- water,away. Law and order ruled,!-with a

few except ions . Of course, in a crowd l i k e the t you

would 'find "Con"" men, f skers end gambler's, bat they were

watched end control led and, of course, there was e crowd

of "camp fol lowers" ŵ ho were lewd women.

The day of the "Run" I Ai l l never fo rge t . A s o l d i e r

was s t? t ioned about every quar ter mi le , with h i s carbine

across his saddle. ' The front row was f i l l e d with men

on horseback; some on f ine race ho r se s , thoroughbreds,

then next came the c a r t s , buggies , su r reys , sprrng-

wagons,' and " c h a r i o t s . " These cha r io t s were made of

the front wheels- of wagons with s ee t s or plankr across

and two horses hitched to each one. Next came the

covered wegons end p ra i r i e - schoone r s , and people a foo t .

Those people a fco t , expected a l l in f ront to move on

and out of the way so tha t they could get something

near the l i n e . Most of them were d i sanpoin ted . My

father,, knowing the country, had in mind a place on

Deer Creek, but when he got t he re , end he went in on
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a horse, 8 men was a l ready s e t t l ed and had a p lo t of

ground plowed.. Father , however, got a place 'near, which

was about as good.

I 'irove a wagon loaded with food and women-folks and

the f i r s t n igh t hunted u n t i l midnight for water for my

te^m. I found a water ho3e severa l miles from our camp,

at the head of a dry creek. The p r a i r i e was dry and dusty,

water scarce end some of the ground had been burned

and was soo ty . So, in a l l , i t was a very disagreeable

t r i p . There were many disputes regarding c la ims, some

ending in k i l l i n g s * some claims were bought', some a r -

b i t r a t e d through the heln of e member of a "secre t ' ' s oc i e ty .

I was too young to r e g i s t e r find I-was s ingle , ; too. However,

some who were young, but marr ied, were considered heads

of famil ies so were allowed to make the Run. The day a f t e r

the Bun, I stopped a t Blackwell, a new townsi te . I found

my partner from Hunnewell with a p r i n t i n g press t he r e .

He was busy p r i n t i n g cards when I rode up. The press was

out in t h e open jus t where i t had been unloaded. We,

Alonzo Nail and I , es tab l i shed the f i r s t newspaper in

Blackwell, September 17, 1393, end gave i t the name of
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the Blackwell Bock Record. You see,, Blackwell's f i r s t

name was Blackwell's Rock for Bleckwell, a "squaw man,"

who was prominent there, whose wife was a Cherokee woman.

The second paper, the Times^wa? established la te r on

in 1893, but I bought i t out and naiied the paper the

Times-Re cord. Later, I sold out aad now the paper i s

known as the Blackwell Record. I established the first*

paper at Mountain Perk in the Kiowa-Comanche count.rwnd

gave i t the name^of the Otter Valley News. Here, I

was elected a commissioner and secretary of the commis-

sion. I saw many deed horses, mostly thoroughbreds,

which couldn't stand punishment like mustangs.

I recently w.ent over the county along the" route we

traveled in 1393. Now there are paved highways; cars

move fit sixty miles per hour, when forty-five years ago

the prair ie schooner moved slowly over the grass, making

i t s own t r a i l . Now there are towns and c i t i e s in which

are fine homes, churches and schools. All th i s , and

more, I have seen.


