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'/' Interview\ with Homer S. Chambers,
’ Y\ Tulsa, Oklshoma.
Interviewer . owe T @iolland, .

“sarch 9, 1933.
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1 first saw the light of\day, November 26, 1873,

~

\ ..
in Indiana. I am the won of Timothy end Sersh (Ecret)

Chambers. My fether was a native\gf Indiana, while

my mother was born in New Jersey. They,like a multi-
tude of othefé, obeyed the urée of the\ West end ceme
west to Guthrie County, Iowa, in 1881. \¢e came in

two covered wagons. It took two wegons as\ there were
g}ght children and we brought the household\gcods and

provisions. I remember the trip well, as I vas about

eight yeers of eage. e didn't remain long in Igwa,

only until 1585, when we came to a place two end
miles east of Hunnewell, Kansss. A‘greet many of tke
seé%lers of southern Kensas came there to use £he
;ﬁdian lend for grezing anﬁ'also 1> be nesr the free
K land in the event of an opening. Quite a few mede

the Run into 011 Oklshome in 1389, but the majority
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+ returned, not liking the lend in that»part of £he state.
v . ,
The strip country by this time was known to thousands‘
and coveted by es many. This caused the border counties
‘of southern Kensas to be -settled quickly. Some, not
content to await an opening of the "strip," moved L;
and estzblished colonies. They tgok up “homesteads" and
even esteblished a town; thi- town was four miles soﬁth
of Hunnewell, Kensas, on the Chikeskia River, snd was
given the neme of Pock Fells as there was a fell in
®the river there. They established businesses, and even
publisheé a paper. Agother town was esﬁéblished farther
down the river, neer where Blackwell now is., These )
people were induced to meke these settlements and to
esteblish. the colonies by Ceptein David L. Payne, the
leedér. Payne insisted thet the lend was Public Domain
and as such fes subject to settlement by right of
squatter snvereign%y. Their stey, however, was short,
as they were driven out by the United Statés ;oldiers,

their p;operty confiscated or destroyed, their printing

press dumped into the river, and thus 211 evidence of
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the setfiements was obliterated. These "Boomers"” moved
into Southern Kansas snd kept up the agitation+until
the. Government finelly decided to open up the Strip to
settlement. ! '

Some cattlemen ha? elready occupied the Strip
and had been using the renge free of cﬁLrg; in mOSE\
ceses. They natarelly fought the idea of  se*tling up
the land eé thet meent the breaking up of the great
ronches of the cattle barons, My fathgr-in-law, Wm. Henry
Lawrence, was grazing cattle on the Strip and was the
first ~an to obtain a written lease of land for grazing
from the Indians. This lezge was obt;ined in the late
'30's or ezrly '90's. He leased nine thousand acres
north of Blackwell and paid B cents ,r acre for it.
The other cattlemen tried Vo keep Mr. Lawrence fram aoing
this, £ut he told them the t the land was worth so&ethi?g
and the Indians should be paid. hlready the Indiens had
begun to grumble,as they éhould, so this was the begin-
ning of the lesse business. I have this instrumernt some-

where st home and am sure that it was the first lesse.
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Strip Opening.
I stood on the sideline end weiched the show,
witnessing most of the stirring events of the early

o

strugezles to build the great state of Oklahome. The

v
A

Strip country, its creeks, rivers, hunting grounds end
fishing holes, the long horned cattle, the picturesgue
cowboys, the bonds of roving Indians, became familiar
sights to me. I've seen "bed mep" shoot up towns, have
‘followed the trail of ccttle rustlers, helved cepture
horse thieves, and in turn wes ceptured twice Ly the
soldiers.
" F Run"

As a student in the high schooi at Hunnewell,
Kansas, 1 wa£chea the trek to the first opening in
01d Oklahome , April 2é, 1339, 'Forﬂweeki prior to this’
date of the Cherokee Opening, tﬁere seemed to be an
endless string of covered wagons and prairie-schooners
passing thru our little town on‘§heir way to th; border,
four miles south of Humnewell. It was raining and
the Chikaskie River was runaning bank-full. This held

up the bands until the wagéns were there by the
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hundrégs, even tﬁousands. I frequently climbed to the
top of the school building to gﬁ%e at the great colony
camped at the river. This was.four miles away, but ‘
was eezily seen as the white tops of wegons shawed plein-
ly. Two days-before the Opening the water begen to
feil and the people begen to ;ross. ”They swam their
stock across and by stock I mean thet, es the wagons
were dr=wn by all kinds of terms, & mule znd & horse,
two horse snd two mule teams, sometimes an ox ould be
teamed with 8 horse, and & sow and a team of cows would
be=pulling a wagon. The men swam the teams over the
Chikashia River. They then tied their wegon beds, or
boxes, securely to the runqiﬁg gear of the wagon,
rolled them in ahd floated them across the streem, the
‘men gwimﬁing beside the wagons. Some of the goods got
wet buf:-very little was lecct. @

I participoted in two Openings. The first, the
Strip Opening,and the second the Kiowazagmancﬁe reserva-
tion. The Strip Open}né was a great horse race, with

thousands of entries. The Kiowa-Comenche couritry was

opened with a lottery, or dra&ing, in which more than
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two hundred thousand nemes iere registered. I
occupied ring-side seets in both events. I witnessed
the "staking” of the first cleim in my section, on
the two hundred mile strip steeple chese, and leter
at Bl %eno I stood within & few feet of the revolving
hox end watched a child “rew nemes therefrom. One
neme I recall, especielly, was the name.of a Nichita
stenographer, who drew 3 $100,000.00 ferm just out-
side of Lewton.

deeks prior to the Opening, on September 16,1393,
booths were set up along ths line end were manned by
clerks sent in or eppointed by the Interior Department,
Hunnewell, usually & town 9f t®o hundred, swelled to
a cemp of over ten thousand peoplé. They bought out
ell groceries end supplies, each day, while awsiting
to register but et night the tfains bfought in new
suppiies. Hotels were crowded and could not feed enAd
accommbdat%fhe people. hﬂils, drevn dry'dgring the
day, filled up at night but these couldn’t supply
enough water to go around. Hoqevep, I saw no one

selling water. I hauled water several days; in barrels,

to relatives and friends who were stending in line
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to register and didn't went to lose their vlaces. They
would fill fheir canteens end then I would give’all the
rast of thE»water,qyay. lLaw aéd order ruled, with a

few except;ons. Of course, in a crowd like tﬂat you

’ #ould ‘find "Con™ men, fzkers end gemblers, but they were
watched end confrolled‘and, of eourse, there was & crowd

of "camp followers” gho were lewd women.

The day of the "Run" I 4ill never forget. A soldier

.

X

nes stetionéd about every quarter mile, with his carbine
across his saddle. The front row was filled with men
on horseback; some on fine race horses, thoroughbreds,
then next came the carts, bugries, surreys, spf%pg-
wagons; and "chariots.” These chériots wvere mede of
the front wheels of wagons with see ts or plankr =across
and two hcrsss hitched to each one. Next came thé
covered wegons_bnd preirie-schooners, and people afoot.
Those people afcot, expacted all in front to move on’
.aad out of the wayoso that they could get something
near the line. Most of them were Aisavpointed. My

father, knowing the country, hed in mind & place on

Deer Creek, but when he got there, end he went in on
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a horse, & men was already settled and had a plot of
ground ploweéh Father, however, got a place near, which
was about as good.
-
I rove a wegon loaded with food and women-folks end

the first night hunted until midnight for water for my
team.7 I fﬁund g water hole severel miles f;o@ our camp,
at the heed of a dry creek. The preirie wes dry and dusty,
water scerce cnd some of the ground had been burned
ana was sooty. So, in &8ll, it was & very disagreeable
trip. Thereiwere meny disputes regerding claims, some
ending in killings} some cleims were bought’ some ar-
" bitrated through the heln of & member of a‘"secret" society.
I was too yoﬁng to regisfer end I-was single, too. However,

some vho were young, but m?rried, were considered heads

of families'so were allowed to méke the Ruid,. The day after
the Bun, I sfopped at Blackwell, & new townsite. I found
my partngr from Hunnewell with & printing press there.
He wes busy pyinting cerds when I rode up. The press was
out in the open 3ust wherg,it had been unloasded. We,

Alonzo Nall and I, established the first newspaper in

Blackwell, September 17, 1393, end gave it the neme of
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the Blackwell Boqk Record. . You see, Blackwell's first
name waes Black;ell's Rock for Bleckwell, & "squew men,”
wgo was prominent there, whose wife was a Cherokee woman. -
The second vaper, the T&mes‘was egstablished later on
in 1863, but I bouéht it out and named the paper the
Times-Record. Later, I sold ocut aud now the psper g;
N .

known as the Blackwell Record. I established the first’ v
paper at Mounfafn Perk in the Kiowa-Comanche countryend
gave it the nqge}éf'thq Otter Valley News. ﬁere, I
was elécted a ;ommissionér and secrétary of the commis-
sion. I saw many deed horses, mostly'thoroughbred%
which cémldn't steand punishment iikg mus tangs.

} recently went over tﬁéncounpy along the route we
traveled in 1893. Nowtﬂere‘ére paved h;ghways; cers
méve 8t sixty miles per hour, when forty-five years ago
the prairie schooner moved slorly over the grass, meking
its own treil. Now there are towns and cities in which

are fine homes, churches and schools. All this, and

more, I have seen.



