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Le We Wilson, . , .
Journalist, ‘ .
November 26, 1937, :

An Intervisw with Lucy Cherry (Qhoctawi
half breed), 2, miles west of Boynton,
Oklahoma.

I never AQtended school in my life and much of this -

story is from information handed down by my parents and

'

from personal observation, ’

/

I was born in the Choctew Netion &t Skullyvilles which
|

is now near thé Present city of Bpiro,‘in Le Flore Gounty,'
October 15, 1869 and will be sixty-nine years old my next
birthday. I em the mother of sixteen children, sight
living, eixht dead, x |

My« father, William Krush, & full blood Indidh)waé born’

: \
on Dancing Rabbit Zreek in Mississippi about 1£15.and on

1

“account of a treaty mede by Colonel Le Flore, then Shief of

the Choctaws, fathgr moved with friends to the Indian Terri-
tory in lgﬁd. His parents hed died bé}orr the removal of
the' Choctaws to the west so with friends he settled in._the
Sugar Loaf Mountains near the Poteau River snd it was in
thess mountains that

Father lived until the outbreek of the

Civil Wsr., Ke foughékﬁn the Southern Army. ’ After the VWar.
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he settled at the old stesmboat lending at Skullyville,
Father died at Calhoun in 1898,

My mo;her, Charlotts Rogers, a negro, was born some
place in Alabame %n slevery and did not know her father
or mother but rs .xbered being sold at the slave market
at New Orleans, Lou;siaga, when sh; was about fourtesn years
olde 4t New Orleans, she was sold té & man in Texas of the

1

neme of Glem “ogers, who owned a plantation along the Neches
Riv;f {n North Texes. After the Bivil War when the negroes
wers freed, Mother came to the Indian Torritor& with people
. Who had refugeed té Texas during the War, principally
Ohoctawg and half breeds and wifh them settled near Skully-
ville, In 1867, Mother met Wm. Krush fat;r my father and
-thoy'waro margie@»and ;oon‘moved to & littles ferm and
sterted lif; together, ‘ _ , Co.
iIFE iND SUSTONS
‘ M& parents ' told me tiat they started life 1in a log
cabin, with a thetched roof, dirt floor and shuttle windows

\

rmade of little poles st about two feet lony and fastened

~



\
5.

W\

- (%

CHERRY, LUCY _ INTERVIEW 12276

together with bark and that st21s of hides served as
hinges. Noors ﬁere pade in the same menner oxéept,'of
course, theﬁples were cutllongor to make & door. The
chimney wes an old stick chimney. The better-to-do
people td hewel log cabins; Qith stone firepleces and

‘split sningle roofs. +hev had puncheon floors and “he

doors and windows.worked on wooden hinges made of limbs.

. log and then take another straignt Ximb and fasten it

- )

horizontally to the door for the hinge,

1 wes born in the cebin my perents ‘built which had a

P -y

‘thaehdd ro6f and when I Wes still a‘little girl, my

parents built a split log cebin, with split shingles,

purchecn floor &nd everything as my folks were beginning

to proéper; fe 1ived the lives of Indisns and associcted

~ witn them. We observed the customs of the Indiuns end

talked both the Choctaw language the native tongue of our

father und the English tongue of our mother. "e lived

simply end what we hed to eat and wear was producad at

Thsy would take & fork of a limb and fastened 'it to the

370
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homs, except @ few little things bought et Fort Smith,

il

trkansas, o . (
The xndians hunted with bows and arrows, Hogs were

wild end we killed end ~ured our own.pork, dried a gr»ef

deel of deer meat, growid our corn in the morter. Ve

used to ruise ; little cotton to make cur clothing, There’

Qerc no gins and after the cotton wos picked, we would

carry it' into the cabin and dry it around the fire, in the

fireplace and then #ould pick the seeds out by hand. We

had no spinning wheel, but one of our neigzhbors did.and

we =ould take the cotton to our neighbor's house tnd spin

aon——

it into thresad and meke cloth out of the thread on an old .

4

hand loom,

People were obliging and hospitable and halped esch

otiier in those days. We loved to visit our friends, #s had

church, in log houses used for schéﬂls, attended house

. : \ .
ralsing partiss, dances and picnicsd The farms were all small

\ . .
, becu.se men could not attend to mor# than ten or fifteen

|

. acres due tc lsck of work enimals and farm tools and besides
|
!
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one hed to clear the land of timber before it could be
cultivated, We raised corn, pumpkins, beans and cotton.

’ . LR

The mountains -and timber were full of wild geme of a1l kinds .
. & 5 . .

and we elways had plenty of meat.-

&

Many wild horses would take refuge in tl.e mountains in
tha wintsr. All of our work animals were horsas that had

e .8
besn captured andébroken to work end ride. We hed all kinds

*

of-wild be“nie°'2nd fruits, Ve cahned no fruit, If it
could not be driod we did without until the' next seasons In

the fall we ga%@ered pecens and hicko“y nuts and other nuts

7

such as walnut;i hazel nuts an@ cninqugpins. e used to take

¥

the kernels from hickory nuts, crush them and use this butter

for seasoning. |
Travel between the Choctaw Nation and the states Qas
by stea;boats on the Arkansas River, I can remember of
Mother telling us on certain days that steamboats were due
»
up or dovn the river and we would liston‘all day‘long to hear
the whistle of ‘the boets and as soon &s we hesrd the whistle

we would hurry to the river's bank to weteh it pass. It just
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sesmed to me.then when I saw ‘the boat caming that it wes
going %o push all th; watc? out of the river. I was ‘never
at Skullyville when the boats were loading cr unloading.

There were & number of subseription, and mission
schools in the country but I naver atterded any of thomﬂ

I remember hearing my parents and all thé 0ld folks
talking about f*dding cosl in the Choctuw Nation and saying
that it would increase tﬁo wealth of tho'choctaws by means
of roygltios. about the time I married, 1 was twenty-years
old then, great quantities of coal were Wnined af MpAl;stog,

Krebs, Poteay, Panama and other points. I merried the

~

year they opened the Oklahoma Gountry to white sgxtlors,

thet wes in 1889 )

2 -

CHOCTAY GO VERNMENT .

My father wis employed by the McCurtains on their

renchese The McCurtains were all politicisns and through

_— P N ,
nis sssosciation Father lsarned sz grest degl abodt ;the

Ghoctaw Governﬁant. He would tell Mother and us ckildren

about it, Father first worked for John called "Jack"

»

-

s
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McCurtain snd later for Green MaCurtain,the Ghostaw Phief,

. Ghoct&w,Naéion was divided into three districta, . The
officers qgnsxst.é of the Principsl Qpiof, elscted by all ~
the voters in the Nation thep each District had a thef
‘elected éy tue #&tgrs of the district. These chiefs wsre
elected for two years. 'Womsn were not allowed to vote
but all mele citizens eiéhtoon years of sage und ov;r were
permittsd to vote. ~

The laws Jf the Ghoctaw Natisn were made by the
Senate .1 Ropresentgﬁives. ‘Thoro wera four Senators from
esach district, a total of twslve for th; hafion. There
were about thirty-gix Representatives for the nation. The
Senatoré wets slected for two .years and the RopreéentatiVQs
for ons ysar, Each district elected o judge to serve four
years. Tﬁors wefo minor officers such as sheriff and rengers.

’
3

Di:trict Judzes also appointed Lighthorsemen to preserve

t

peace” end order in' their districts.

’ {

All criminals were tried in the Indian co' ~ts, if

Indiens) if wnite or colorsd, they were tried at Fort Smith,

}



Arkansas 1n\R\ QF tod States Courte - R

11 lend \in _hg Ohoctqw Nation was held in common

to cultivate, if\Qo did not 1nfringe on the rights of his
peighbor. The Indisns paid no taxes.: Monei to support
the éqvernmen% and sthools came from annuities, license
“s88- marriage/ end pasturag‘o- and coat royalties. The
feas for & white man to marry'a Ghoctaw girl ranged ffom
$90,00 to $100400, This fee was made high to preyont

\ marriage v1£ Fho white race, ?his also applied Af the

1

, D&gTO race, . . CL \
> \
ROADS 4ND TRAILS IN THE CHOCTAW |
L NaTION |

-

|
The roads ‘were very poor, bridges were not.known

4 » & .‘
when I was a|girl. Ve forded a1l streems or crossed on

ﬂa-pols or cable feﬁry. Towns were many miles apert.- Thore

. wes not & town between the left fork of tho Tox&s Road
which was negr the present town of Spiro and McAlester,

Gontinuiné west you come:to the towns of:Stonowall,Gherokee

-
- v

Town, Erin Springs,and Fort Sill, ; & -
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Coming west from the forks of the road niar Spiro, -

A

you would find a store on San-Bois Creek, run by Charlie

Newberry, a Ghoctaw Indisn, and there was & store at \

MoAlester; the store at Stonewall was run by a Chickasaw

» ’

Indian named Bird,|at Mill Creek there was & store ownad

N

by & wnite woman named Jennie, Traveling in a notthwest

” “

<

e .
direction from Jennie's stors on Midl Creek you came to

Gherokee Town and beariﬁg west from Oherokee Town you came
. A - 6

- to Erin Sprin;gs. Mr, Erin wec & white men and ren the only
store there, fhe next stop wes &t Fé;t Sille

) T%e f@xaslaoéd ren from Texss to Kansgs. Thé.Texas

%oad to which I refcf was known &s the left brench beginning
at @« point ngap thg;prasent to;nfof Spiro. ‘Th}s road cros;ed
Skullyvilie'PfgirieE sboit six miles west‘of'Skuliyvillo, you
firs¥ came to the Braziifétoret 1 1ived at'Brazil and the
Brazil stor; was owned by‘ﬁéb‘Welch)a one srmed man, Between

: , C .
the Skullyville Prairie and Brazil wers three cresks to cross-

>possum, Peach Orchard and Dog Creek, Brazil is on Brazil

A

Creek. Leaviné Brazil you crossed Red Oak Crsek. There was
A

a store on ‘Red Quk Creek owned by & white man of the name °
- M 1 ' i
\ - o
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of Edwards. You had to travel ‘many miles bafore you came
to the neXdt stors. I would say it was'forty'milos from
Edwerd's store to this store which was at Riddle Station

snd wes owned by & Choctaw Indisn named George Riddle.
N S

The next stop was at Lime Stone Gap where the road con-

nected with themain Texes Roed. There was a store at
4 .

Lime Stone Gap run by Gharles LeFlore. Over Lime Stone

Creek there was a toll bridge 'owned by Le Flore, Mr,

Ld

Le Flore only charged wnite peopd® to cross. Indians went

over fres, ‘ f

+

The MKXT Railroad had built through thg cowntry snd
scm; railroed men were camped in t&#nrts cbout two miles north
of Le Flore's store. &hey~wqrc buildin; a plece for thg
. railroad to patcﬁ wete, So.the engines oould get water
thers. This place was soﬁething likc.a lake, -

- INDI&N CLOTHING . »

]

Clothing was scent. The boys an’ young men never wore
v ©

anyth.ng but long shirts and went barefooted., When grown

“t ;

they would put on pants und shirts ..ade from jeans made on

1

the loom. The men's hats were usuelly of coon or skunk hidss,

1S
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i their shoes were moccasins mude of hides. Hiese moccasins

were sewed vogether w{th thresd well be;sw&xed and hog . ‘
bristles were ”sod‘to‘plgce the thread throuzh ths holes

vhich wafe made by en awl., ‘The awls, in meny instaﬁocs,wgrg
hnﬁe-made; épmctimas.cowhides were tgnned and stnes mede

from them.

I heve meny times helped to meke an ash soluticn or -

lye, havb%placcd it on the hide &nd covered it with dirt,
‘and after g’ few da&s fave removed the dirt &nd the hair

would slip from the hide when pulled ov-r the bark of a

.

loge “he men would then,tan the hide w%with bark. From

-

“thess hides shoes were made’including;thé soles, The .~les
, wsre pul on With nwnoden pacs. The wobden Degs were whittlsd
cubt by hend at odd times. 1 %emember that I ed at ne "time
more thén & thcus;nd of'thse negs on hande. |
The girls and woimen never wore underwear, nor huts, The
y>aen woie 1 ng dresées, either . bou:hit &t th» store or made

et home, We usuall: wore moce&sirs und on them we malse

fancy desizns with beads bought at Fort Smith. Most of the
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times we went berefooted and only wore moceasins when,
.' ' 7 . oo
(on want to churgh or vistéing. We always wore blankets

and never wofe cloegs. ‘1 never wore & hat »r 2loak in
Ay life until I moved to the Creek N.tion the first y&ar
aftef stafehood. My first het was made of two polecat
hidcs‘and'my coat was & long tailed'coat‘thaf 2ame down to
the ground made of ocloth with a squirrel skin collar.
Underwear ceme into use with me sbout the same time the
rnat and coat did and it was not silk or reycn like ﬁhgy
have now, but was mede of bleach{ig énd trimmed in lace,
if you wented to get fancy. Give me‘my blank;@ gnd,tﬁey”“ -
can heave their coats and hats snd I woul& still wezr i;e
blanket but my ckildren wont le% me gnd tell me-to zct
civilized wﬁether 1 wm or note. ’ .

| INDLuN MEDICINES

T.ere used to be an old saddle be€ doctor at skullyviile

nemed Dro Cook, He wes a white men and he rode up &nd down

§.

Brezil Creek, Opossum Creek, ané Dog Creek cellin: »n

patisnts or asking if sny one needed his services, ‘Hes did
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a good business but most of us Indians d;d ~ur own doctor=-
) .. - . ] sl
ing. "We uced differsnt herbs, roots, and burks such as
4 : N - i
mullein for coughs ond coldss %, Joht's boneset, btlack-
=

root for purgatives, butterfly root to break chills,
Lassafreas fpr‘d Blood medicine. We had & cure for almost .

ull diseases snd I still uge herbs}roots;and berks for

. . -
ordinery ailments, but my children harp on science and

. ! v
rely on doctors. They are educated and some are school

teechers in %he schools at Henrystta.

i
1 L3

. INDIAN FC(DS
'Lﬁe-cooked goo@ food in an appetizing wey with what
we had. Our cooking wes done in the fireplace with pots,
skillets and Jutch 6veﬁs. Pashora was corn und pork
cooked tozether, Bonahana wis differsnt meats rolled in |

4
corn meal end put in hot @ashes and hered, the Creeks

¢

around h-re csll it Blue Dumplings. Tom Fuller wes our

-
_—

braad, the Cresks call it Sofka. We made kettle piss

during berry seasons,somothing like Qhat you call cobblers,

e,

4l1 our meats and geme were barbecued or boiled in one way

-

or another, . .
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.1 am fond of .polecats ﬁyself; my boy.caught one
the other day ard I haed a big dinner all by myself. ;hc (

ch:ldren %ould not eat sny of it, We Indians skin a j t

\

polecat like a squirrel and drew it as you would a squirrel.

Then we place it in a kettle of wuter, together with some

1

cpice wood and boll until done., Serve as you would stewed
syuirrel and you cen't hardly tell the difference from

squirrel.
\\

INDIAN PAINTS 4D DYES

Ve used to peint ovr faces with different coléred
clsy and soft stones, We pencile? our faces with soft slate

and cclored our cheeks wmith poke berries, 1 used to sévc

! the julece from poke berrises so that I would have dye and

red paint all ysar when the berries were ocut of season. To
{
meke & dye thet won*tfade you “izve toc put salt or copperras

* - . L3 -

in the soluticn. Red Osk bark solution makes a rather purple
P ’ ’ . .

color. #With indigo you make all shades of blue, green walnut‘

‘hulls make a tan br brown color and just the other day I

PR

colored a Uew thinzs with welnut hulls. If differsnt colorsff/
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wero'dgsirod in cloth when we used to do our own weaving,
we ﬂyed/tne ¢£read hoforo:We @aﬂg‘tho cloth aﬁd ran the
thread in the shuttles when We Were ready to make axstripe
orgﬂhange the color.
| © INDIAN STOYP DANGES |
I nave ;ttcndeé stomp dances dﬁ/tho Creaks, Choctsws
Jd thbkagaws and I can see li;tlo’differén;e if ‘eny
¥ bétween tge dences of these tribes as far as the g;tua; -

4 A '
dpnce is concerned hecause they are either dances‘of w&ar,

e}

asulté of wer, th&nkséivipg/or to make merry. Come and go

] \ s

glong with me to a Choctaw Stomp Dance over at Cavinel in
. ‘ ‘ \ .

4he Sugar Loaf Mountains, - \ <\

4 iy
It's the last week in July; crops -are laid by and the

kY

~

"kreen corn is in the roasting ear stage. The meg huve all

N

héen out hunting for the past week and have @ bowuntiful e
: i .

supply for’the festival, including deer, squizrel, beat,-:

i

~

N |
’ lpork, beef and all kinds of birds. The green cornfhas been

~

pulkod.‘ ¥e get our t-ams and wagons, hiteh ub’an% pull

them along side our cabin., In the wagons we load our cook-

|

\\1né utensils, bedding and chairs to use at the danfe site

. -
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a8 Wall as for seats enroute. We almost make the cebin

< ) . | .
ompty. In the wagons also are our game, green corn, meal,

4

pther provisiona and tenta. e are now all seated ss
,oomformably &9 possible, and hit the trail -for the danca

site. After jolting, shaking and rattling alzgg the trail

for milos, we errive at our destination to find other
friends and neighbors whom we huve not seen since the last
‘ﬁance, a yegr before.K A most‘friopdiy maeting and one to

be aﬁﬁr;biated. We strike Bu; camp near fho creek. It is \\<‘
work the first day, sotting up tents unloading beddingy |

oarrying the geme, corn and provisions over to the ones in

2

charge of the barbecue pits and caring for the teams. All

-
~

the food is cooked and eaten in cémmon. Whilc the food is o

_ beinégﬁgepared an? cooked on tihe senond day, no one eats
because to eut one first must, be cloansed of 2ll impurities -
inside and out as well -as to know he has saved his soul,
The Meéiéiﬁo Men administers his aifferent concoctions of .

-

herbs and roots, causing you to be purged and to vomit end

last but not the least you are taken in turn into @ tent;
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there is one for the'womzn.anoth;r for tie men and there
'are bathed in medioine prcscribed by the Medicine Maﬁn

Usalsss to say, you are wegk after all this treatmant, but

you finelly fall to sleep that night and the next mornipg

or some time during the day when you ;ool like eating, #hl
food is resdy for you and yoa cen eat ;ll you want froﬂ then
until /bhe dance is over at the end of %ho week, Iﬁb‘n‘ “the -

‘“niabt of the third dey and ths tfme when tae dance is really

_in 2L11 sway.

which the dance is to be givon. In a secluded spot.éits an
Indien beating out a thump, thump an hig tom-tom denoting

g

that the hour of the dance ig at hand. Another takes Lis

plecs in the arena &s you may c&ll it}encircleq by b;;ks und
squﬁwé,and ennounces in the Choctaw tongue. their thankfule
ness for fheir good orops,’good health or their aqcomplish-

ments whatever they may be. Thse part;cipants:of the dange

‘are in readiness, with/tﬁrt}o shells filled with gravel or
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litpie £lint rocks sttachéd to the ankles of ‘the women “
‘ .

and above the knees of thp men and at the eonclusion

¢
5 » .

of the snnounce¥ or rather the ons offering the prayer, o
the man with the tom-tom aguin strikds up and the d;neﬂ///
sterts all singing and chanting as t'iey stfgt aﬁé stomp,

making rhythm with the Tattling of the shells. as they

circle around eid ar->wmd the glowﬁhg embels in the center

ofvthe circle. All the rest gf the week 1is spent inA
visitlng old acquﬁintances, meeting new acquaintances,
eating and dancing and at the end of the week they ad-
,Journ‘sin; die. The breekinz of camp, louding their belong-

ings takes but little time end they are s0on heading down

the trafi for home, happy, carefrese and easy,

-

} -
[ -

b {
| CHOCTAY ORIES

r

When one of the Ohoctaw tribe dies, he of she- is
A -}

buried in .the customsry manner and 1 cate is set for’tho

1

"Cry"t If it is & man who dles,she is buried the same

)

as we bury oun/dcad only thoy place- in the coffin with

him ?is persgnal bslongings, such as his gun, boots,*

/ S
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' trougers.and hat. They'nevbr fail to{plaoe a quantity of’
salt and pepper along with the body, ?a he will need both
when he reaches his Happy nupting Gréund. t0 use when he
kills something to eat. If he oﬁned a dog it would be
killedband if a horse, it would be turned lo&se devef to.ﬁe—
ridden of worked again. If the man's wifevwée left behind,

she would belong to the tribe from the time ‘o his death un-

til the cries were ower, at which time it was optional on her

/

s '

part whether(?he’wanted to remain with the tribe or go her. way.

could not murry again until after the cry.

At the dote set forg;he\ery all the relatives, f'riends

K \
and neighbors, whites, colored. or Indi ns,for miles in each
= + b

o A

direction would at? nd. Many of the Cho$§gws would go eﬁr%zd/(,/i
'andvprepqre the rood{ whiéh bonsistedior‘various kinds or meats,
bre' ds, soups and ke%tle pies. After %he psople had géthefedgv,
they would partake of the tood, gapher'at the gravé'where the
preacher wo.ld éreach the sermon tor the deceased and ;11 would
ery. ‘I have a‘ttende‘d the;e Brie s ever since I can remember an‘d-

b

nevar failed to cry with the rest of the people. When I was

.

small, I cried and didn't know what I was erying aboat, but I

cried because all the rest were crying.

1



