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2. Post Office Address gn) Qreak, Bartleswille, Oklshoma

3. Residence address (or location) or Opgek  Rartlieswille

4, DATE OF JIRTH: i‘onth July Day o1 Year _ 1REB

S. Place nf birth_ Salem. Mavion gommy I1lincis

-

6. Tame of Father wp 4. charlton Place of birth 1114nois
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7. Name of Mother /44zabeth._Ann HufBkace of birth y1i4inois

Other information about mother puyp{ied in_ Indepandiense, Kanssas

~
/
4
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Motes or complete narra\tive by the field worker dealing with the
life and story of the person interviewed. Refér to Manual for
suggested subjects and questions. Continue cn blank sheets if
necessary and attach firmly to, this fcrm. Number of sheets
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SIXTY Y:EARS IN TEE OANEY RIVER VALLEY
Given by Judge J.h., Charlton
201 COreek ‘
Bartlesville, Oklehomm

b L d

J.R. Charlton was born July 21, 1868 on
a farm four miles from Salem, Marion County,
Illinois. .His grandfather @ad carved a farm Y
out the timber and settled there in 1820 where
his son "lliam J. was born in 1836 and £2 years -
later the subjemt of this review was born on ’
the same farm. ‘

Pather - william J. Charlton wae 2 native
of.;llinois and resided on the old home -plage
until 1877, He is buried in Independence, Kansas.

Mother -~ Tlizabeth Ann Huff-Charltom was
'bgrn‘on a farm near Salem, Illinois, March 28,
1838 and is buried in Independence, Kansas.

My paternal grancfather was a native of
| Virginia and my grandmother was born in Tennescee.
They pioneered'to Illinois in 1820,

My maternal grandparents, Mr. and Mrs,
Samuel A, Huff, had moved from Illinois to
Chautguqua Qounty, Kansas in 1873 and had written

of the opportunities in the new gounntry. They
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had writto? gf the nee? for school teachers in
,the unsettlied country « 1 hed received my early
edusation in Illinois and gradusted from high
sabool at 0din, Illinois in 1876. I dame west
with my parenté to teach school.

' on Ootober 16, 1877 our caravan left
‘Marion County, Illinois ' with thrée oovered wagons
and three muke teams. My unole drove one tesgm,

my father one and l‘drove the other. On Hovember
17, 1877, Just sixty years ago today, I threw the
lines over the miille team's back, olimbed f£rom a
govered wagon ln Sedan, Kansas and began m& plioneer
iife in tﬁé Caney River Valley. I was then 19 yéare

~

olds |
\ “e were unable to find a vacandt house on
our arrival in Sedan. The next day my father
l¢;ated a oné room 16% house 1 mile east of
gedan on the banks of the Oaﬁey RiVBf. The
house had no floors, a board door and one 'half
_ window., There was a fire place and the house

] vy ‘ii.’:«" iaion, o
h&d%aﬁaﬁﬁ@ﬁboard roof. My father found straw
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which we soattered over the dirt floor and my
mother covered the straw with a home made
 garpet Bhg had woven and brought from Illinois.
My parents, three gigters and I lived in this
éabin fhat winter,¥e secured our water supply
from the river, _ e
My father, being reated in a timber
oocuntry, was an eﬁrpert with an ax amd that °
wyinter he out Black Jai'ok and Podt Oak wood
from governmept land on the hill near our placg;- ,
bapled it to Sedan 4nd sold 1t to support the
family that first winter. The next spring we
moved to a farm north of Sedan.
| I bad "come to Kansa;s in hopes of
securing a gbhobl but when I arrived it was too
late to get one that winter so the next 'day I
went to the oontr’a.btc;r who was building a stone
aourt house and Jail at Sedan and applied for
‘work. He had nothing to offer exoeiat.a gommon
labor b of carrying a had ¥illed with mortdr
up a ladder %o the seogond flo.or of the bai}qiﬁg:
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I acospted the job and worked for one month -
at $1.00 per day. .

I then seoured a position in the J.I.
Grouse Department store as a glerk and coutinued
there until Mareh 1; 1878. I then obtalined a
spring school which lasted two months and reaseived
£26,00 per month . This scho9ol was located 6 miles
east gf Sedan and I pald $2ﬁ50 a week for room
and board. ’ /

In the 'summer monthe I worked in the
store as a clerk. The prmgnipal incoms of the
gtore waé%ﬁgyihg and shigping butter and eggs.
At night we pa%ked the bﬁtter in wooden buckets
to be hauled o&t the n d&y./ That summer Mr.
Orouse desiaued to gold étoragQ<&g§ eggs and
built & large vat where they mere stored after
they were candled.. éZs s0ld at 10 and ,16 aents
per dezen and butter ht 10 and 12% cents a ponnd,
I remember when the ;armers bought a large barreél
of salt for $1.10. /

I taught school for five terms in Chautaue

qua Qounty. Ky nqole J.q MoBrien had a law office

/
!
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in 8edan and in the summer monthe i1 stayed in
his office and read law wnder his direction.
"hile I was teaching in the winter I also read
laws On June 16, 1880, at Tinfield, Kanmsas, I
was admitted to prdatiwe law, but I continued |
to feach sohool for two terms before I established
‘a law office. ' o /

My first visit into the Indian Territory
wag on Christmas day in 1877, Just after my arrival
jn Kamsmg. A party of seven made a trip into the
Osage on a hunting party and ocamped on Bird Creek,
Near what is now'}?awhnski}‘, but at that time wazs a
small trading post, Our \gnidevas a white man
named MoKenzie., Ve stay%d for ons week and
retirned to our home on He‘ Yearg Day with 1 deek,
6 wild turkey and a large number of prairie chickens.
me had & big snow and the prairie chiéken came out
of the snow and would lighf- on the trees near‘ the
oreek in thwe m%;mo Blaock birds. “hen they
beat thelr winga_if sounded 1like thunder.

On April 3, }1:881, I wvas united in marriago)
to Kiss Hat‘tio lae Hutchison at Sedan. Her parents
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‘were farmng}near Sedan,’
I open;d ny first law office at Elk Qity,
,Montgomér& Gonnty, Kansas, April 1, 1983, where
I praotioedqnn%il 189C, 1 also owna@ the newspaper
at Elk 01t§.?;1n the #all of 1890 I‘was elected
OOunty Attordey of Montgomery County and removed
to Independence the gounty seat.
While I was serving this office the

most exoiting eveyt in the history of voffeyville
happened . OnPOOtober £, 1892, the Dnlton gang robbed
the two héngéﬁin Goffeyvills, " Bob and Grat Dalton,
Jick Broadwell and Texes Jack were killed and
Frmett Dgiton% the youngest of the band, was
wounded sand captured;

™ Hrsaféharltbﬁ and I were in Kansasg City
where I£¥3061Véd a telegram infarming me of the
raid, ‘I immediately returned to Coffeyville to
make 1nvestigations. Those killed wede in the
morgue and Pmmett wos held at the cld Home Hotel,
badly shot up.Q “hen he was able to . travel I
helped take him to Indapendenee where he was held
~4in Jail nutil his trial. 1 had many talke with
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Ermétt in the five months he was held ﬁrﬁsouer.
Abefore/ﬁgéltrial. He was a youth of~a§out 19

~ and ba has tpid me many times that the Coffeyville
raid was his first offense and that Bob had tried
to keep him from going that fatal morning but he
had & presggent that Bhere would be trouble and
that Bob woult be killed and;ﬁe wanted to be
there., Xe said when he saw Bob fall his oRhly
thought wasjfo retura and help him to escape.

He rode}%aok and had Bob alﬁost on the horse
when é shower of bmRak sﬁot hit him. I plead

the oase for the state and sent Fumett to the
gpeniténtiary at ianﬁing,/xansas, fgr 20 ‘years.
The morning before he left I wisited him at

the jail anm he $0ld me We would show them he
woulci be the Yb%fgoner they had. Two yéars later
he wag made & trustee anq workéd in the library
for two years, then wag put in charge of the
‘Library. After serving 14 yoars as & qpéel
prisoner, I recommended a pardon for hi& and

helped to get him out. He mads his home. in
Bartlssvilla for several years and made & good -
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@gitizens Thile living in Bartlesviil'a he made
a moving pio‘ture of the Coffeyville faid. He
toured the world with this pisture.
Fmmett was an intelligent youth and had
a great senge of humor. I remember while he was
in the Lionﬁggmery counts; Jail _there wag a departe
meat store robbery at Coffeyville and two of the
men wgre gaught with some of the silk they had 5
stolen, They were taken to J8il and put in a
cell on fhe floor above Emmett, The next morning
I went to the ;ail to talk with Emmett and he thought
I was thei'e in regard to the robbery of the nigﬁt
before., ™hen I entered he iooked up and said,
"Mr. Charlton, the silk department is upstadrs.”
The caneir Vafley National Bank was robbed
wkile I was County Aftornay of Moutgcmery County
and zv.eige Higgine was ti;i'ed for the robbé&‘y. I
convigted him and he we;.s sentenced ‘to sé'rve a
1ife term. He olaired he was in Golorade at
the timé of tke robbhery and 3udge Mowue, who

heard the case, was couvinced that Higgins was



_ CHARLTON, J. R. : INTERVIEW. 12275, .
«10- _R79.

tolling'the truth and a.eme&the atate to finance .

>
= .

a trip to Qolorado fo;: me, I went to lLeadville,

. Golorado, kad investigated his story and found

it to be true.  He wae released and I have

alwaye been glad the case was further investigated
for Henry Starr later proved niggine; inbosnce .

/" *hen Henry Starr and his gang raided the

banks at Stroud and chamdjer, Oklahomd, Chariie

Johngon was implisated and came to: SEEPNNEES
employed me to go to Jhandler to represent him,
starr had been wounded in the raid ami was in

the Chandler jail. His wife was caring for him,

I went to the Jail to see h%.ﬂnd out his A
attitude toward my oclient. / I had met him several

years before but did not know 1if he would resognige

me,; however,he knew me ani told of seeing me ma:{y' |

J Y
~times when he would be hidden behind a tree when \

Y x‘

I erossed at different fords,

y
{

one of the Starr gang had duracd states
a 3
. evidence in the StroweChandler robbery , oclaiming

he did not know Starr ami had never ‘seen him befode.
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Be olaimed he was rifing along the road alone,
when the bandits forced him to accompany them
to Stroud and help to rob the bank.

I explained my mission to Starr anmi told

him if He would help me,ye could break down this.

fellewa m#uaagy and clear (harlie. Johnson.
Benry and Oharlie were good friends and 1 was
aatiaﬁed he would do what he ooulad to help me.

He told me the fellow knew him alright and told

hie wife to get some old piot‘urea from her room
aoross t'he street.” When she returned with the
' piotures he loocked through them and handed me
one taken of his wife, thias fellow and himself,
driving down the street in a wagon at Tecolots,
Arigona. They were all three in the wagon séat;.'
This'piotgée was taken some time before 1pssz).e'i' ~hen
the fedbow was giﬂné his false tostimon%y. I
presanted thé ploture. He finally admitted it
was he. émd thls ruinea his testimoney. | |
'/ Vt?ile I was %alking to Starr abouﬁ !:his
jt01d me he wap gla.d Lelge Higgine was

oaee, he

roleased ):tor the Oaney bank robbery, and %hat 1
. | L

122734~
280

/
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‘had oonvicted the wrong man, _He sald that Leige
wasn't there and ﬁhat he had fgbbed the-bani him-
gelf,. '

“hile I practiced law at Elk City, I also
- had a branch office at Caney., Our firm name was
Gharltoﬁ, ana & MOBrein.- . eo MoBrein was my
sousin and the son of the fnole unde£ whom I had
reai law, and'we became partners in fhis bran%h ’

office, !

!

L Gmase and I tried the first léw suit K%
ever tried 1n Bartlesavills ia about }QOOb The
aase waé to sgttle some little dispute between
a ooupﬁo of oitizens I do not remember their
' names, but it was a replevin action brought by
the paatntiff against the aefendent to r?qover
‘some property., Judge Gill, Judge of fheLNﬁiteézp ’
States District Gourt appoiated Harry Jenninga
as Unitea States Commissioner for the Oo W 88«
coswee iistriot ani in May the first ter@ of .
sourt was held in Barflesville. That te#m of
. ooFrt ﬁas Held in the open aif oun the bahks of
,.ﬁhe Janey River Qy theiedgg of the peaod £10V0

| L , |
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about 10C yerds west of the Johnstone and Xeeler
:tore, in what 15 now the city park,

e ?PBk ﬁail keogs and boxes from the store
,and 2x12§s from the lumber yard and'maée geate for
the Jury ani attorésyé. ™A, Ohase and I tried
the Lirst case that wae oélled and ai’gr both
8lies had Jdone their best the Jury retired to
the shade"of the grove to Jdeliberate upon the
verdiot.

In the late 90's‘while prastioing law
at Caney and in the territary'qourts; and doing
é general oflleocting businesns through the Territopy,
. 1 made many trips vith'a span of ponles and a
buggy, driving to Nowata, Vinita, Muskogese ana
Parnee tc court, This wag before there were any railm
-roads in this part of the territory.

our roads were mere trails that could
sgarcely be driven over. ™e héd no bridges
and srossed tha rivers and streams by ferry
boats or drove asrcss af the foids. ‘

I would leave Osaney early in the morning,

~;dr1ve to Pawhuska for dinner, on to Gray Horse
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and haAgton, arogssed the Ankansas divor on a
ferry a* Kalston, then to pewnee by night to
~attend qourt the next day. If court was Held
in the affternoon, we woula 1eave;baney in the
afternoon, urivé to Pawhuska anq'stay all night
at the hoteli and drive on to-Pa@heé the next
morning, arriving there inh timstfor court in
tge afternoon.
SN Jwy 4, 1890, while iivinz at Blk City,
I was invited tQ come t o Bartlesville to deliver
‘the auadress at the recuest of 7illiam Johnstone.énd
Beorge B. Keeler, who ran a general merghandise
store on the éguth side of the river and were
holding & riv&i‘celebration with Jagsob Bartles,

: 3
whose store and mill were on the north side of

the riveri ‘\ ,

I was a meﬁ%er of the Ellk Oity band and
brought the bgad with me o (ur s was the first
bana to piay in Bart.iesville.

On this ocoasion, Bartles had prepared
for a aelebration, had all kirds of eatables,

barbecued meat, eta. He seemingly had the best
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of it. A few days before the rourth the south
gdde detb{mined to break the arraggements. A
happy thought came to Mr. Keeler, ﬁhy not have
a bfasa band, something vhich hau never yet been heard
in this ocoundty. His oounsdlors agreed that this
Qas the very thing, acoordingly we came with our
band, o | ‘
A11 undoncious of vhat was coming Bartles
and his lieutanants were buslly engage« on the
mbrhing 0of the Fourth In fixing gg/tﬁg/park. The
aouth slde orowd played its trump aaxd, KT,
Johnstone had us go aorossxthe river and nlay
,aear the Bartles store, .peturn tc the south side
/ %hefe the wégoasrwére awaiﬁing‘us to go to the
| ﬁionic grounds at Silver lake. This was too much
%or the others. =~veryone of trem dropped what he
éas doing and deserteu the Bariles éamp in order
0 oelebrate where the band was playing. kY. Bartles

8 foroed to abandon his selebraticn. /

The next year, 1891, Mr, Bartles had m,a’

/
return and deliver the audress when both sidfs

|held a joint eelebration in the Rartles grof%.

v te
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* Mra. Charlton and I were entertained from July
Zrd to ths 6th 4n the Bartles home over the
store. | |

I was local attorney : for the vanta }z‘e
Railroad at Qaney while th ¢y were builudidg their
line f£pom OGaney :'into $he flﬁdian Terrgtory i:n .
1897, Sam Porter, an attq’fn;ey at Caney, H.H.
Pruskett and —, S, I'ﬂdwarés‘o,f Caney and JoH.
Bartles of Bartlesville started to build this
line from Janeyy, FKansas to C(wasso, Indian Territory
and later sold out to the Santa Fe. 1 have
driven over this rightecfeway many tines setiling
small disputes. . = :
HISTORY :OF CCLLINSVII.LE:

Gollinsville was first located 1 mile
east of the present tpwnsite. =~fier the rail-
road was b‘unt‘the town moved west to logate
where the rallroad was.

"Mr. porter, Mr., Truskett a‘m' 1 were
driving to Owasso and stopped at Collineville .
and stayed all night at the hotel. The ﬁotel

o .
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wag on skide ready to move td the new losation,
The next morning L drove to Cwasso and that
svening we returnédd to Qollinsville and stayed
all night in the same hotel and the same rooms
bat it wap located ode mile west,

I started preaching in 1894 ani in 1897
Mis. Oharlton and I were state evangelists of
the Ohristian ohurch in Kansas.

I came to Bartlesville and preached my £1rat
sermon in the old sohool building whiwh stood
between the JohnstbueéKeeler store and bnnle
Artﬁﬁr Armstrpng's residence, on fhe night of
April 7, 1896, I returned 1n/%§gél and again
on July 5th, when I began a meeting which lasted
for four weeks, in the pesan grove on the south
banke of the Caney River. Mrs. Qharlton lead
the musio., The first confession was made July
6, 1897, when there were 36 converéions on Jnly‘:%k*
11th, making 38 iu all. ' It was deodded to
perfect an organization of the First Ohrietian

Chnroh, This was done Sunday, July 18, 189?.
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The elders were Dr.£G°R. Woodring, ™illiam Swift,
deaagons; Johun Eutgyison, Se Moomey, x. Stewart,
Qe e Huling and . J.S. Stevens,

: A basket dinner e enjoyed there that
day and' more than 200 pmople were presént,
Fourtsen people were baptired Just above the ‘
dam in what was latef Barylesvilla's bopular
bathing beach. 7The rivival was held until
July 28th. whem I left for L1 Jorado, Xansas, to
conduot & meeting. I loft the ohﬁéoh with about:

69 members., In the sﬁmmer we held cur meetings '
‘in the open air. ) '
Ca October 3, 1897, I returned to Bartles~ <
vidle chursch to preach one~fourth time and living r
- at Oaney, drove to Bartlesville amd preached in
' tﬁat way until July 8, 1900. )uring that time
there were about 38 additions o the ohurah. The
aervioes.were held in a building in the park, at
.the spot wheme the first meeting was held. »Ig |
was used as a banalﬁall, lodge room for the

2oodman 6f the 7orld and many other gatherings.
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on July 7, 1900, we.dediocated our first
building located on the main sorner of the eity
at Phird Street anc Johnstone Avenme, the spot
later ocacupled by the clt¢ Hasonic building, wﬁich
burned a few yeers ago. ‘It was then ooccupled by
the Roston store. :ur cghurch Suiluing was later moved
to Third sStreet anu sage Avenue anu used as &
meeting place until the builuing of the present
et§uoture. Ufilliam Jobnstone gavse tbé church the
'_;ot.at Third anu Johnstone and when it was moved
to wﬁ;rd and‘bsﬁga._he_gave them the lot, paild
all inaebtednesé aééinst the building and all
the expeunses of mowing and pléoing it upon the
new foundation. Nrse T.i. Shewart was the first
sunday sohool Superintendermt , Muah of tﬁe early
dugoess wag dus to her. The preseut;bﬁilaing was
finished in 1511, .

The Christian Church foatereq one of the
first Boy soout Troops organized in the Btate of’ E
Oklahoma'gnd the péetor, Rev. Charles Hulme was

the leader.
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The Gentmal Christian Chureh was later
organized at Eleventhlstreet and Hiockory Aveaune
and I have been pastor of this ohurph'far 16
yearse We will celebrate the guniversory of
‘thie churoh on the third Sunday in Dgoembeé.

I dellvered the address im the old Oklah
Theatee, now known as the Liberty Thegtre, on
November lé, 1907, the night of 8tatehood and
heard the shots that killed Larnest Lewis ami
George *illiams, the fiist k11ling in the State
of Cklahoma. The théatrs was located about one=-
half blook east of:t@e place where they were
killed. |

' My wife's parents, lr. and Mrs. John
Rutehison, removed to Bartle eville in 1894 _~
and their home was logated on Osage avenue
between Third and Fourth Streets,‘babk of
what is now Vewnie Mikel's‘store. Their
removal,po the Indian Tervritory wae_the1haiﬂ
‘reason we moved to Bartlesville. They wers
éetting old and we oame here to sare for them.

I haye a plature of their old home ami also a

¢
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pioture of the first sehool house in Baitlesvilla.
I was Judge‘of the Digtrict Court here for
two terms. I now maintain offices in the Lannom

Building where I praoctige law, -



