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Ficld Worker's name ___ }, . \ |
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1, Neme _ GaA _Chappell: . . v /
2, Post Office Address Wm. ) ’ “ /
3y Residence address (or location) Sam : _',( ' "/
%« DATE OF BIRTH; ‘Month —___February __Day _ 2 Yoar 1878.

o6 Place of birth __ ~ J_QQAQE!.L-

6. Name of Father __ Rufus Chappell. Place of birth mssouﬁ.

.

Other informat ion about fatber

7+ Nams of Mother Lobona Johnstown Chappell,Place of birth -Missowri.

Other information about mother

.

otes or complete narrative by the field worker dealing witk $he life and

tory of the .erson interviewed, Rcfer to Manu'al for susgested subjects /
:nd questions, Continue on blank sheets if neccssqry and attach flrmly to
his forxq. Number of shects attached : . /
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Robert W. Bmall, -
Investigator, \

April 11, 1938. | P

|
I,n'(b‘erviow With G, A, Ghappelll
Newkirk, Oklahoma.

I wes born in the state of Missourd, Febr\;aary 2, 1878, -
My fath:gr', Eligha Chappell, when five yeers of‘(age in 1824,
was moved to Missouri by his father from North Carolina.

On April 2'?1:}1; 1893, my father and I set out from
Mi'.ssm'x.ri in a p?airi‘e schooner, drawn by a apaﬁ of large
blaok atallion horses, headed-for the Oklahoma country.

We entered the Oklakome line south of Caldwell, Kansas,
on May 26th, 1893, followifig a trail to the south and also
slightly west to Darlington and Fort Reno then to Oklahoma

- City 'and north to Guthria, the Capital of Oklahoma ‘ferritory,

" thence east to Stillwater where we visited 'ith relatives

for two weaks. Then we turned southward again and visited

the Sac and Fox country and hunted some on ‘the Cimarron

' River. An old Indian went Nunting with me and I killed a

wild duc‘l’t and fho Indian seid he wanted to see it. I handed
“him the duck and he gave me 25 cents and kept the duck, mo¥
" offn]ing"co give it back to \‘me. *
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When we came back to Stillwater,and got‘ caught in

a very bad storm that threatemsd to blow us away. We
tﬁen followed lthe Senta Pe Railroad up m;rth through the
Ponca' Indian reservation and on to Arkansas City, Kansas,
A few miles north of the Ponca Agency we sew a big bunch
of Indians coming toward us and we thought that meant
trouble so we got our guns ready for defense and'aa they
ceme near we digcovered it was a bunch of Indian students
from the Chilocco Indian school. |

‘ We came to a place, now the present site of Kildare,
. Oklahome where the Govermment hﬁd surveyors at work surveying
and platting a county seat site for the future county of‘
Key. Chief Bushyhead of the Cherokee Nation had filed or
allotted lend to the améunt 160 acres ad joining the townsite -
being sumyLd and the Go;er;xmont objected to i:.is taking &n
ellotnent adjoining the townsite end tried to persuads him

to release it but‘ he refused and the Govermment moved t;e
tovnsite a few miles north to the presemt site of Newkirk W

. and surveysd end platted that site for the county seat of

Kay County.
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From the 8th to lﬁth of Soptember, 1893, we atayed

N

at Arkansas City,: vhore a nnmber of people, ‘estimated at
75,000 in and around Arkansas City, had established them-

,aelves, awaiting the opening of the Cherokee Strip. When
v . a . *

my fg‘thor'font to register for the run he had to stay in
line for three days. He was Captain of a7company that was
one of many formed for the purpoée of securing their proper
places in’ regis}tering.

On the day of the opening my father wanted to meke
the run %o the townsite that is now Newkirk, and he made

the Tun on one of the five trains which the Santa Fe Rail- ~

*

road Company ran rrom Arkansas City that day.}e trains A
were not allowed to travel at a greater rate of speed then

. those on horseback could make, or¥ those using the common
| J

-~ modesof transportation.’ -—MA‘A;_-._ v_“ﬁ_,_
My fether had me to drive our wagonsend team of black
stallions down to the townsite amd I started for the old

Chilocco reservation in tims to reach its south line by

-

time 'phe opening gun was fired, so I was a few milqs ahsad’

of those who ren from the line or those who ceme on the
.
. train from Arkensas City. A short distgnce before I had

.
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reached the ?ownsito the train pessed me on which my father
1‘ras' riding and l;e saw and recognii'ed "tho se two’large black '
stallj:ons hitehed to the old prai%'}e schooner anml he knew
:{t w.as I so he stuck his head out the ca:r.: windéw and he
whistled through his hands to me and I héard and fecognized'
the whistle and when I reached Newkirk townsite I found two
lots that were mot occupled so I settled on them, slthough
I‘('as not old. enough to homestead myself, and soon after-
werd my father located me by the team. He h;ad secured one
lot himself and when he found that he could hold more than .
ons 1ot he took claim on the two I had settieé on and he
got & patent from the Government iafer to all three of the
lotg. - *
= On Sunday morning, after the opening on Saturday, a

\*prqacher—among-ﬁhemltimw&@ﬂb;@ on the new townsite,

climbed upon a dry goods box and prea?ad the first semoix {
in tho/hew town. - -

The townsite co;'ered a half soctio-n of land and ‘every
lot was taken and then there were not nearly enough to go

around .
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There was a stock loading switch on the Santa Fe
_Bgilroa(i about two miles north of the new town 'and the
Réilroad Company atopped their trains at the switch but
refused to stop at the new townsite tmtil the town was

about six months old at 'hich time they btuilt a dopo'c and

¥

14

hed all trains % stop there.
- Houses sprang up all iov’er the new townsite and it

soon took on the appearance éf the moprépolis of the Chero-

kes Strip., o T |

The first school taught was a subseription school and

was taught by a Mr. Roberts. A school board whs soon

ai)pointed and they rented houses over the town to, hold

schools in for the first y’ear or more.

+

The first oourth_ouse was built in 1894 but was destroyed

by fire in 1897, and another was built, both being frame
buildings. The present courthouse was built from a tax fund
voted.in. 1922, for that purpose and in October, 1926, the
dedication of new courthouse was held. The building and its
furnishings had cost $300 OO0.00}and when completed and paid

»

. for there was some money left in the treasury unexpendeq,.‘

re
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The Pirst. Methodist Chmrch was ofgenized October,
1893, in a room 18 1‘32 feet, with duxes, mail kegs and
L . ..

similar artiocles uBOd for seats. Tbe preacher used to,

- use the top of an old atove as &an altar. Later, & ‘hall

was rented where several difrerent church o'rganiza*bions

-

» held services and where a union Sundag,School was con-

duqted. In 1895 a freme church building was- built and 1n
1902 a atone building was e;'ected by the Methodists. chen

donominations bunt cturch buildings- about the same time.

n 1902, 1. was admitbed to the bar, after having oot

gradmted in law at Miehigan State Universiiy, and hung oue .

my. shzngle in tho same ofﬁce I em occupying ‘coday. .

N

, I was eleoted Mayor- of -the eity in 1903, and’ was City |
. B £ v . . \\ )

t

. Attorney from 1905 to 1909. - - LT

¥ 1931. 4 - -

—--In~198{§—1~'as~aleated_aa_a_mber of the atate legis-
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lature and served for thrée terms of two years each or till

' 13

The United Statas Cavalry were the law énforcement
orficials or the tovm for ﬁ,rour or ﬁve days after the open-

ing of tho townsite and until the newlv appointed officeu:s

. could teke charga. : o R ?

“a
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Mr, Chappell, has been very successful ag an
attorney in northern Oklaboma. He has invested in good .
lends of the country to the extent of 800 acres, and in
gddition ‘to his other properties he is said to own the
most valuable residence in Newkirk at the present time.

Mr, Chappell has kept a diary from 1893 to
late years ahd in addition to that he has written a concise
history of the M, E, Church organization in Newkirk from
its first meeting; also he has written lengthy articles
covering other moral &and civic enterprises of his town.

ROEERT W. SMALL, INVESTIGATOR.



