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INTERVIEW WITH EDWARD J, MoCLAIN, SHAWNEE
AT 717 A. Street SE., Miami, Okla,

FIELD WORKER NANNIE LEE BURNS,
May 14, 1937

EARLY SHAWNEE DAYS.

My father, John McClain, was barn in 1835 end my
mother, Alice McClain, was born in 1844, both in Jackson
.‘Ccunty’ Kansas, PFather died in this county in 1875 at our
home about 12 miles west of heres My mother died in 1897
also at the 0ld home though after fatherts death she had
married a Scotclman from Rdinburg, Scotland, at Baxter
Springs, Xansas,

My grandparents came from Dayton, Ohio, to Kansas, |

My parents came to Northeast Indian Texritory in 1870
from Jackson County and first stcpped ‘at the mouth of War-
ren's Branch, three miles north of Ottawa at the Pottawatomie
Forde In 1872 they moved 1o Big Timber Hill in Oraig County
where I was bbrn, March 8, 1873. \

I am a three-quarter Stewnee and have no brothers or
sisters though my parents raised seven other children and
one of them was a white person,

BARLY LIFE.

-

Our first home was a round tepee and was still, till
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after we moved to Big Timber Hill, At first the Shawnee
Band, which we lived with, were & tepes village and some-
times there would be maybe thirty ar forty and sometimes

a hundred or more, In summer many went various places to

£

‘hunt and there would not be so many. They lived by hunte
2

ing and made little effort to Iei se enything, maybe little

' patch of Indian coni. «

~

Big Fimbered Hill, where theaband settled permenently,

is a large wooded hill severalwmiles ‘aeross and is located

in a prairie country from whoee%ides and slopes you can
ael; many miles in any d.irection.“- Here fathez;, who was a
milfhght by trade, built ou:“;’i rst ;m'ne a dobe one con-
taining two roms 12 X 14 feet with a porch bétween, the

-~

cracks filled with mud. I saw my first plaster, w ing 'lime)

when I was about ten yeers °41§' The roof was long poles
laid longways the roof and the clapboards were fastened to
these poles by a wooden raiﬁ'pizi through the s'hingle and
and poles You -stafteﬁ at the lower edge of the roof and
laid then in rows just as you do sﬁirglea now, They were
from 18 1nchea‘to 24 inches long. We had wooden doors and

£

it would take father a week to meke a door as the logs had
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t0 be split with a heavy froe and axes and shaved with
a broad ax. Board windows were made in the same way and |
were reised and fastensd with a atrap. In .cool weather
the ;naide was always dark and we used pig~teil lamps,
These were strips of cloth braided and then ltwiated and
;placed in a pan of grease, We had no lc;cks\but the door’
'had a strap with the latch inside and you ecould not open
it t111 you learnmed just the right jerk to give it. Our
ﬂéora ware puncheon smoothed with the broad ax and with
s part of the lower side cut amy to mke them lay flat.
Our first barn had a roof mede of lay. ~
They cut the long bluestem grass which was abdut six
feet gn an average and iaiﬁ it straight and tied it in
bundLlu uad placegl/lggothe roof, the heavy ‘%nd down, in rows

like shingles, 4t did not mke a very good roof as it often

— 7 T

leaked, The sides were Of poles,

It took my father & year and a half to build our fimt
hoﬁee as it all Iad to be dame by hand and in a slow way,. |
The shirgles ar ratier clapboards were 18 to 24 inches in
length, about 8 inches wide laid with & 4 inch laps For
the camd, he wsed boards about four feet long and from s

e

mif to an inch thick, My father used wiite cak for the -
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~eanb though black jaock was sometimes useds XLater our

; home was enlarged to a fair roam house.

FURNITURR.
Father made two beds, One hed high posts and had a
cover fastened over the top and had curtains that you could

draw ayound the sides and end, and waa built high, so high

. that a low bed could be pushed under it, Besides this the

women eould put or store lots of things under the bed., The
other ws & low frame, lg wed the buffalo skins for covers
and f‘ioor _courfng. The lact buffalo I saw was when 1 was
about seventeen, It was k:l'lled in this part of the state
one mile southeast of the Stepp Pord on this side of the |
Neosho Riyez; near the Pottamtamie camp md the robe wms
given to my mother, Father ma{e i chairs and we used the
tireplace far cooking, Had & ;at tall biscuit maker of irom
and set, on throéhﬁs inch legs, and iron 1id, also long handled
ir;m gkilleta and fron potse
PO,

Our meat was fe ried buffalo mat and venison, no hogs in '

thase days. Th-o bones were i:oi 18d for soup, the skins were

wed to mXke moccasins, Sumr we Ind from the Maple tree.
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Beans, pumpkins and corn ware dried .for wi nter use. w'e

pressed the blackberry, boiled the “juice and a‘ealed it in
“atons jars, the plum the same way, though we had little

success wi th the wild strawberiyy. Huckleberries were pit?ed

and cooked into a butterx.

. %e had cows till I wmas abou;b 15 years o0ld but we wed

the goats for milk. They. belanged in common and if you wanted
" milk, the woman went aut and milked any éne of them. '

| PHEPARATION OF THE FOOD.

The men hunted in the daytime and wuld aomti:mes bring
in four or fize ;eer and a buffalo orvtv'ro, fha;gh sanetimes
but not often these would be cut up on the puiﬁe. They
skinmed the kill and cut the x;lea£ in strips or jerked it and -
this was put on the r00fs to dry or cure e-ven in the wame.r t

‘weather, Our only pest was the green hdaded f1y later.

One man t‘atched the corn and when e decided that it

wms Mght, it was gathe »d, shucked ad plaqéd over the coals
'ip an upright posi tion, A long irom rod, running over the
fire, held these ears in place and they were cooked ten or
fifteen minutes acoording to the fire, boins frequmtly“

turned, ‘When done they ware mmoved from th@ fire and then

<
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a knife was run lengthwise of the cob between the rows of

keanels and :bhey were war ked of £ the cob, the grains them
‘wero placed in the sun to dry. 'I'h; men mede and tended ‘
the fires but did nothing else. Later his was cooked with
plenty of grease o boiled wit h meat, someﬁmea you boiled
black-eyed peas with it and a 1i ttle salt and mg;r.

Fl_our was made from the corn, You had a log possibly
20 inches across with a trough in it and then you pounded
the corn kernel with the end of & long stick or pole. In
making’sotella, you used the flour corn after it was roasted
and driede It was never washed But cooked with plenéy c;f
la rd or.‘n;eat. Conahana, was made from white man's eqrr, (
known as hominy.

CLOTHING, | L
Bides were tanned by placing skins in a vat filled with .
a strong lye.solution till the hairs we‘re killed, then they -
were taken out sersped and cleamsd with soap and salt and
’ ¢

then spresd out to dry ad cure, Cowhides were placed in a

vat of burr oek bark liquid snd left for four days. This

‘gave the hide a dark color andmade it stiff, We made our

own moceasins and for thread, we wed strippings made from *

—
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skin, or more often it was mede from flax and Lemp and
gnothér weed, 4+ can't recall the name just now, "1"1'10 outer
bark or c&vering was 8txi pped aflf, the balance was pounded
and broke, MNext we had“a board with woalen pegs on which
this wa s carded and then twisted into"thread lmngths, ‘The
men had & boot higher than the moccasin that they wore when
in tfhe timber and rough places. Only cur ounday iioccasihs
were beaded. My mother wre a dress mde of what looked

like tow to me, It,yas of a eoarse weave and made in two

_pleces and over this she wore a blanket., uo0st of the men

wre ghirts. and trousérs, often red flannel shirts, and
broad brim hats. My father's hat was black end he alweys
wore & feather or a bell in his hat., Mother wore & hand-
karchief on her head, Same of the men wore frirmged trousers.
TRAVEL.
'‘the me"h,_rode barebacke The women had a kind of saddls

with a horn, ‘‘he saddle was made of buckskin, ‘the men would

ride as far as they could then wonld jump off and run alongside

~

the horse to rest him, They also used the drag. This is

fastensd to the harse by two shatts} and usually only one person-

w U drad
in i, Jf the wife 15 ridim theman(leads the horse or the

-

w may pt her children in it.
' )
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AN BARLY VISIZ.

When I wag about five ye;ara old, a storm destroyed
our home and we went to the Pottawataixie Village for a
short time, It was then located southeast of the Stepp
Foz;d nsar the present Churley Demo farm on this aid.e of
the Neosho about nine miles northwest of ¥iami, 2heir
old burying graund is on this farm and some of the
' Shawneea are buried there too, They lived either ih
hide tents or makeshift houses and -when we went, they
wore making sugare ‘they hed it piled on the ground in
a loz;g hesp, Here I saw my first drunk man, naxey and
sugare while We were there, a government wegon drawn by
four mule~s brogght thean a large sum of mmey &mnd the men
with the wagas tlrew it out on the ground with scoops,

At night there was what you would now call.ganbling,

then it was & game, A man would have a ball and some

shells and he wuld put the ball under one of the shells;

Each player would select a shell and put on the log a piece

of money and the man.who guessed the ri ght shell, got the

mmey, 4they ieft when L was abart ten years old. .
RELIGION.

When 4 was about four years o0ld 4 went Wi th my mother

~
r3
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to some place to worship. The sat around on logs but ¥
,did not understand it. We believe in a Supreme uod or
great 3pirit, the unusual is worashipped. an old Sun
Heligion. Some worshipped the deg in the sun, Another
belief- that wha tever you have been most cruel to in this
life, you afterwarus become and auffer the puniahme.nt you
inflicted on them. éne day,: I struck asunorse and mother
said to me, "Don't do that".and téld me why. ‘ihere are
three heavens - one on the bottam of the-sea, one on the
earth's surface and onfa‘i in theair,
_An 014 story of how the red foird'becane red, one day,
he was so0 badly seared thét he ;c\n:mé red and said "Wet
Year;'. . '. . |
BARLY IANDMARK.S
I ws I think about three or four years 0ld when Baxter
was started. My father helped b;:ilﬂ the Hichard Wi 1liams home
in 1869 and for some t‘;.me there were no’ hmeé in this prt of

the country except theirs and the Frank Connor Hame at the

Connor- Bridge aver the Neosho alarth:esj_‘qt Fairland, end a

shack on this side of the river at Poolers Ford, the Military

Crossing on the Neosho,
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fhe biluestem grass was higher than a men's head whem
on horseback end in the rich va lleys even higher. The
tgreen headed flies and the mosquitoes pestered the horaea‘
1nbthe summer and they would get a8 far in the timber as
they could and as they ran thr augh the pea vines and hops,
this wuld knoek the fly and mosquitoes off, Then. too we
m'd wild grepes as :iarge as your tame hes,

At first what supplies that came to us were brought
by some of the tribe who would meke an occasional trip to
Fort Scotts I remember when a treil or mad was -eatablis hed
from Chetopa, Kansas, running southeast by aur hill and
connecting with the old Military roed at Poolers Fords
They made & round trip each day, leaving Chetopa in the
moming and returning that evening. At firsf they carried
passengers, later as other 10ads were opened a man carried
the mail on horseback, This road was the same as the
Chetopa~Miyesville Road 1';111 it reached the Williams place,.

(CHETQPA MAYESVILLE RQAD) -

I Tan Iran Chetopa two miles southeast and cwmssed
" HaBs6Y3i-Croek_at the 0ld Blusjacket fam and graveyurd; sauth

two milea;-'thm southeast two miles, cwmssing Mud Creek; then

~
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south two miles across tha south em;""-qf Big fmbema mn,
two and & half miles %o Cow Creek; asoutheast t:: Potato
,Mound, south e and & half miles across Nigger Creek; [
Southeast three and a half miles, crossing Coal Creek jus1; -
narth of the present bridge and grave wrd, Here the roads
divide and you follow the valley almoat due east .to the
Pooler Ford while the Maypgville Road continues dus south
to the Hudson Qreek crose"ing near the present 'Hndaon Cresk
E_‘»chool haase and on amth;aét to Fairland. '
| | BOLDIFRS.,
The gpearance of the ldiars was a}lays’ of in’cereat'
to me. They wore blue coats, blue ceps that ren up to a
" point and a sharp bil]:, blue trmaerg with 4, wite ar
black s trips down the l‘egs, They drove and rode mostly
harsess They had nothing to do with us but we sonetimes
saw them, |

LATEZR LIFE AND MARRIAGE,

I left the Hill when I was 18 or 19 years old and for

8 time lived neer Senece-ani-efterwards wrked vartous
places till Yotober, 20, 1904, I mrried Nellie Ayers, 'a-
white.girl barn at Gelnsville, Texss, raised partly in
Georgia and Springfield, ll;amri. and living in Bluejacket

When I met her, She was an orphan. She was born My 85'; 1883,
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I famed for Joe Howe foar three years, then moved to
Vinita where we had a ca¥e for a ysar and then we came to'
Miami wheu; the peaches were in bloam, Hare at ﬁ.rgt I
followed carpentering, then for ya.ara.workedhaa a paper- -
hanger, and my last vwork.was painting.

We have no chilémn and my wife p;aased awmy Jan. 6,
1933,

. CONCLUSION.
. The writer as known Mr, McClain ever since they came
‘bt;}-ﬂ.aini and this is one men that has been & commendable
‘dtizén.ho and his wife were neéthealrts always, The last
~ 8wveral years he has been unable to ;ork}suff;axfing fran
diabet“e:‘[dmnng lost a pért of one foot and one eye and is
now spending his da,{ra alone at his ii ttls home her;. )
Mr, McGlain never at’tended school ‘but has menaged to

educate himself to the extent that he reads and writes end

"can do his own figuring and he has the reputation and is

often referred to as “that homest Imiian."
h May . relate samething that I heard yee;bur'day.

dome years ago when he first bpcame umble to work a
merchant trusted himfor a few dllars of groceries axd

later t0ld him not to try topey it. A short time ago, he
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, Teceived a little money &nd he went directly to this

merchant and insisted that the bill be hunted up he in=-

sisted till this was done and he peid it.,

/.




weCLELLAN, JCHN  INT=RVIEA.

37,

.L.'Li.“ux C.‘ Y JJ
. DEC LAY IeX lngitns
..eckuXk
sencvel--oee €00 L CX ..
vulf ol antin --_eC “a. 2%

% LoCe=w € L0 20X

IS

SeTmin -~2tC Ead SO
Co-muiit Tife==otC 2L . UX

AL Lh-~=_4LC Ll FUY asserviii-u

- $ s - b " S5, -
Lt woicoreemgu--ancCien . oond
. .~ ~e 4,' o “~ S - « ‘ Il a'd
w Clc v LiaLd .‘.l“ iR SR S R U G S
2



