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INTERVIEW WITH EDHkHD J. MoCLAIN, SH&.WNEE
AT 717 A* Street SB. , Miami, Okla.

FIELD WORKER NANNIE USE BURNS,
Jlay 14 , 1937

EARLY SH6.WNEE DAYS.

My father, John McClain, was barn in 1635 and my

mother, Al ice McClain, was born in 1844, both in Jackson

County Kansas* Father died in t h i s county in 1875 at our

home about 12 mi les west of here* My mother died in 1897

also at the old home though a f t e r fa ther ' s death she had

married a Scotchman from Sdinburg, Scotland, at Barter

Springs, Sansas*

My grandparents came from Dayton, Ohio, to Kansas*

My parents came t o Northeast Indian Territory i n 1870

from Jactoon County and f i r s t stopped at the mouth of War-

ren's Branch, three miles north of Ottawa at the Pottawatomie

Ford* Êa 1872 they moved 4» Big Timber E l l i in QTB4& bounty—

where I was born, March 8 , 1873*

I am.a three-quarter Sbawnee and have no brothers or

sisters , though my parents raised seven other children and

one of them was a white person*

EARLY LIFE*

Our f i r s t home was a round tepee and was s t i l l , t i l l
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after we mated, to Big Timber Hil l . At f irst the Shawnee

Band, which we lived with, were a tepeo village and some-

times there would be maybe thirty or fo rty and aometimes

a hundred or more* In sunnier many wenl various places to

hunt and there would'not be so many* They lived by hunt*

ing and made l i t t l e effort to rcdmse anything, maybe l i t t l e

patch of Indian com* .t

Big Timbered Hi l l , where the*bsn.d settled permanently,

is a large wooded h i l l s evemls t i l e s across and i s located

in a prairie country from whose s ides and slopes you can

see many miles in any direction. Here father, who was a

milljright by trade, bui l t our^f irst home a dobe one con-

taining two roans 12 X 14 feet yd th a porch between, the
* • * ' •

cracks f i l led with mud., I saw my f i r s t plaster^ us ing lime,

when I was about ten years old* The roof was long poles

laid longways the roof and the clapboards were fastened to

these poles by a wooden raincTpin through the shingle and

and pole* You started at the lower edge of the roof and

laid then in rows just as you do shiqglea now* They were

from 18 inches to 24 inches long* We had wooden doors and

i t would take father a weeK t o make a door as the logs had
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to be split with a heavy froe and axes and shaved with

a broad tz* Board windows were made in the same way and

were raised and fastened with a strap* In cool weather

the inside was always dark and we used pig-tall lamps*

These were strips of cloth braided and then twisted and

placed in a pan of grease* We had no locks but the door

had a strap with the latch Inside and you could not open

it t i l l you learned just the right jerk to give it* Our

floors were puncheon smoothed with the broad ex and with

a part of the lower side cut away to sake them lay flat*

Our first barn had a roof made of lay*

They cut the long blues tern grass which was about s ix

feet on an average and laid i t atxaigit and tied it in
these ,,

bundles &£ placed/on •&« roof, the heavy Is nd down, in rows

like shingles* i t did no.t nake a very good roof as i t often

leaked* The sides were

It took my father a year and a half to build our firet

house as i t a l l had to be done by hand and in a slow way*

The shingles or rather clapboards were 18 to 24 inches in

length, about 8 inches wide laid with a 4 inch lap* 7or

the comb, he used boards about four feet long and from a

bmlf to an Inch thick* My father used whit* oak for the
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caab though blaek jack was sometime* i ced . Later oar

i home was enlarged to a foar room house*

FURNITCRR.

Father made two beds* One had high posts and had a

corer fastened over the top and had curtains that you could

draw around the s ides and end, and waa bu i l t high, to high

/ that a low toed could be pushed under i t * Besides th i s the

women could put or store l o t s of things under the bed* The

other was a low frame* % wed the buffalo a kins for covers

and f loor covering* The l a s t buffalo I saw was when X was

about seventeen* I t m s k i l t ed in t h i s part of the s t a t e

one mile southeast of the Stepp ?ord on t h i s s ide of the

Neosho Hirer near the Pottawatomi© camp end the robe m s

given to my mother* father made our chairs and we used the

fireplace for cooking* Had a rat t a i l b i s c u i t mater of iron

f •

and set on three 3 inch legs, and iron l id , also long handled

iron akillets and iron pots*

Our meat was j er l ed buffalo meat and venison, no hogs in

those days* She bones were bo i l ed for soup, the skins were

uted to make moccasins, At a i r we hid from t h e Maple t r e e .
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Beans, pumpkins and oorn were dried .tor winter use* we

pressed the blackberry, boiled the'Juice and sealed i t in

stone jars , the plva the aame way, though we had l i t t l e

success with the wild strawberry. Huckleberries were p i t ted

and cooked into a butter* ' .

we had cows t i l l I was about 15 years old but we used

the goats for milk* They, belonged in common and i f you wanted

milk, ttie woman went cut and milked any one of them*

PKEBkRATION OF THE FOOD*.

The men hunted i n the daytime and would sometimes bring

in four or f i v e deer and a buffalo or two, though sometimes

but not often these would be cut up on the prairie* They

skinned the k i l l and cut the meat in s t r ips or jer ted i t and

this was put on the roofs t o dry or cure even i n the wanner

weather* Our only "pest was the green headed f l y later*.

One man watched the corn and when he decided that i t

i s r ight , i t was g&the&d, shucked and placed over the coals

in an upright posit ion* A long Iran rod, running over the

f i r e , held these tars in place and they were cooked ten or

f i f teen minutes according t o t h e f i r e , being frequent ly^

turned* -tfhen done they were asmwed from the f i r e and then
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a knife was run lengthwise of the cob between the rows of

kernel* and they were worked of f the cob, the grains thai |
i

were placed in the sun to dry* The men made and tended
1

the f i r e s but did nothing e l s e . Later -(his was. cooked with

plenty o f grease cor boiled with meat, sometimes you boiled

black-eyed peas with i t and a 11 t t l e s a l t and sugar*

Flour was made from the corn* You had a log possibly

20 inches across with a trough in i t and then you pounded

the corn kernel with the end of a long s t i ck or pole* In

making s o t e l l a , you used the f lour corn after i t was roasted

and dried* I t was never washed But cooked with plenty of

lard or meat* Conahana, was made from white man's corn,

known as hominy*

CLOTHING.

Hides were tanned by placing sk ins in a Tat f i l l e d with

a strong lye so lut ion t i l l the hairs were k i l l e d , then they

were taken out scraped and cleaned with a cap and sa l t and

tiien spread out to dry and cure* Cowhides were placed in a

Tat of, burr oak bark l iquid and l e f t for four days* This-

gave the hide a dark color and made i t s t i f f . We made our

own moccasins and for thread, we used s tr ippings made from •
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skin, or more often i t was made from flax and hemp and

another weed, 1 can't recall the name jus t now* The outer

bark or covering was stripped off, the balance was pounded

and broke* flext we had a board with wooden pegs on which

this was carded and then twisted inter-thread langths* The

men had a boot higher than the moccasin that they wore when

in the timber and rough places* Only our Sunday &toccasina

were beaded* , My pother wore a dress ma.de of what looked

like tow to me* i t was of a coarse weave and made in two

pieces and over th is she wore a blanket* aiost of the men

w>re shirts, and trousers, often red flannel shi r ts , and

broad brim hate* My father's iiat was black and he always

wore a feather or a bell in his hat* Mother wore a hand-

kerchief on her head* Some of "the men wore fringed trousers*

TMVEL.

The men,.rode bareback* The women had a kind of saddle

* with a horn* The saddle was made of .buckskin* The men would

ride as far. as they could then wojuld jump oft and run alongside

the horse to rest him* They also used the drag. This i s

fastened to the horse by two shafts and usually only one person

in ift* \t the wLfe i s ridiqg, the man/leads the horse or the
_ " ' • • '

woman nay put her children in i t*
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AN KAHLY VISIT.

When I was about five years o ld , a 8torm destroyed

our home and we went to the .Pottawatanie Village for a

short time* I t was then located southeast of the Stepp

Ford near the present Gh&rley Demo farm on th i s aide of

the Neosho about nine miles northwest of Miami*, 'rhelr

old burying ground is on th is farm and some of the

Shawneea are buried there too, Th$r lived ei ther ib

hide tents or makeshift houses and-when we went, they

were making sugar* They had i t piled on the ground in

a long heap* Here I saw my f i r s t drunk man, mcney and

sugar* while we were the re , a government wagon drawn by

four mules brought them"" a large" sum of money and the men

with the wagons threw i t out on t h e ground with scoops*

At night there was nfeat you would now c a l l ganbling,

then i t was a game, A man would have a b a l l and some

shells and he would put the ba l l under one of the shells*

Each player would select a shell and put on the log a piece

of money and the nan-who guessed the r i g h t ' s h e l l , got the

money* 'i'hey le f t vften l was about ten years old* , .

RELIGION.

When J- was about four years old A went wi th my mother
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to some place to worship. They s a t around on logs but J

, did not understand i t * We believe i n a iiupreme God or

(ireat ;3piri t , the unusual i s worshipped. An old Sun

Keligion. borne worshipped t h e dog in the sun* Mother

belief- that whatever you have been most cruel t o in th i s

l i f e , you afterwaras.become and suf fer the punishment you

infl ic ted on them* One day, 1 s t ruck a norse and mother

said to me, "Don*t do 1hat" and t o l d me why. There are

three heavens - one on the bottom of the- sea > one on the

ear th ' s surface and one* in t h e a i r * ' '
i

An old s tory of how the red bird'became red , one clay,

he was so badly scared tha t he turned red and said "Wet

Year". . . "

EARLY IAND1&RKS.

I was I think about th ree or four years old i t en Baxter

was started* My f a t h e r helped bui ld t h e Kichard Williams home
•<

in 1869 and for some time t h e r e were no* hcmes in th i s part of
the country except t h e i r s and t he Frank Connor Home a t the

_____ 4 * • .
Connor- Bri dge <we?~~VtiB~'8efr&& accthjteat of ffalrlandf and a

shack .on this side of the* river at Poolers Ford, the "Military
m

Crossing on the. Neosho*
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The bluestem grass was h igher than a n a n ' s head when

on horseback sad in t h e r i c h v a l l e y s even h ighe r . The

'green headed f l i e s and t h e mosquitoes pes tered the horses

in the summer and they -would ge t a s f a r i n the timber a s

they could and as they ran through the pea vines and hops,

•ttiis would knock the f l y aid mosquitoes off. Then, t o o we

had wild grapes a s la rge a s your tame cries.

At f i r s t what suppl ies t h a t cane t o us were brought

by some of t h e t r i b e who would make a n occas ional t r i p t o

Fort Scott* I remanber when a t r a i l or load was e s t ab l i shed

from Chetopa, Kansas, running southeast by our h i l l and

connecting with the old Mi l i t a ry road a t Poolers Ford.

They made a round t r i p each day, leaving Chetopa i n t h e

morning and r e tu rn ing t h a t evening. At f i r s t they c a r r i e d

passengers, l a t e r as o ther roads were opened a man ca r r i ed

the n a i l on horseback* This road was the same as t h e

Chetopa-Ma.yesviJ.le Boad t i l l i t reached t h e Williams place*

(CHETOPA MAYESVILLE RC&D)

Tt~~ran from Chetopa two miles southeast and crossed
0

at the old Bluejacket f aim end graveyard; south

two miles;-then southeast two miles, crossing Mad Creak; then
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south two miles across -the aoutii end'-of Big Timbered H i l l ,

two and a ha l f miles t o Cow Creek; southeast to Potato

Mound, south cue and a h a l f miles across Nigger Creek; /

Sou 1iieast three and a half mi les , crossing Coal Creek just

north of the present bridge and grave jard* Here the roads

divide and you fo l low the va l l ey almost due eas t to the

Fooler lord, while t h e Mayeatilla R>ad continues due south

to the Hudson Creek crossing near the present Hudson Creek

School house and on southeast t o Fair land* * '

BOLDI2RS.

The appearance of t h e soldiers was always of in teres t

to me* They wore blue c o a t s , b lue caps that ran up t o a

point and a sharp b i l l , blue trousers with red, white or

black straps down the l e g s * They drove and rode mostly

her see . They had nothing t o do wi th us but we sometimes

saw them*

LATER LIFE 1ND MA.RRIA.GE. . •

I l e f t the Hi l l when I was 18 or 19 years old and for

a time-Hred~near^neoa-and--g£frqrwarda worked various

places t i l l October, 20, 1904, I married N e l l i e Ayers, a

white ,g ir l born at Gainsv i l l e , Texas, ra i sed part ly in

Georgia and Springf ie ld , l%a«cu.rl, and l i v i n g i n Bluejacket

then I net h e r . She was an orphan* Sh« was torn May 8S'» 1883*
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I famed fox Joe Howe far three years , then moved to

Vinita where we had a oale for a year and then we came to1

Miami when the peaches were In bloom* Here a t first I

followed carpentering, then for years worked as a paper- -

hanger, and my l a s t wjrk-waa painting*

We have no chi ldren and my wife passed away Jan* 6,

193.3*

^ CQNCLDSION.

„ The writer has known Mr* McCOLain ever si nee they came

to Miami and t h i s i s one man tha t has been a commendable

ci t izen,he and h i s wi*fe were sweethearts always* The l a s t

several years he has been unable t o work.suffering from

diabetes? ha r ing los t a par t of one foot and one eye^and i s

now spending his days alone a t his l i t t l e home here*

Mr* McGlain never attended school but has managed t o

educate himself t o the extent t h a t he reads and wri tes and

can do h is own figuring and he has t h e repu ta t ion and i s

or ten referred t o as "-feat honest Indian. "

1G8

Hay 1 r e l a t e something t h a t I heard yesterday*

•dome years ago when'"he f i r s t became unable to work a

merchant t rusted him f o r a few dol la rs of groceries and

l a t e r to ld him not t o t r y to pay i t . k »hort tlm« ago, he



MOCUIK, BDB&BD J . IOTERVIB?.

169

received a l i t t l e money end he vent directly to this

merchant and insisted that the b i l l be hunted up he in-

ais ted t i l l this was done and he paid it •



JOHN

170

A Ct A

t

--eokuk
ner.cvel—-&c i" nd ^cx
LuM\l'- •'-antiri —-i.c •. n_ fox
Xs-0ri —-J< C . .4C •; OX

Co' .nu/ . i t L i f e — o t c ; .1;. . .,x
x\i:ic. iuz—•-.LC i uc i\,7 n e s e r v ; t i ' n
Li u:A z rce"~>-> i>.*t — 1 J 1 cic r. - _ n t
^ o i c l "t t. ' .cr it: s - - - . ee 4... : J C X


