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‘Phis report made on (date) Noizembar g'~ 1937
1, Name Ella Cheely
2.§g;;; Ofrice~Addras5=‘ Sentinel -
3, Rﬁsidencekaddress (or location) Séhtinel
4, DATE OF BIRTH: DMonth December Day'”ﬁi;ﬁerbar 1884
5. Place of birth . Arkensas 2 ~
e,‘ Neme of,father Thomas Oliver ) Place of birth hsaissippi
6ther‘ informat ion about father ;‘armer ‘-.
7% 'Name of Mother Jo Anna.Sterling ‘ Place of bI%th Arkangag

Other information about mother Housewife
S ,

e ]

Notes or complete narretive by the' field worker dealing with the life and
story of the .erson interviewed, R¢for to Manual for suguzested sub jects
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this form, Number of shcets attached ) : ,




' - IS ' 339
CHEELY, ELLA. INTERVIEW,

§

Investigator, Ruby fdolfemberger,
7 November 9, 1937.

Intervi ew Wyth Ella Cheel¥, °
Sentinel.
, | N J ‘

I was born in Fort Smith, Arkensas, .Décember 31, 1884..

I moved with my parents [to the Indf#n Territory when I wég \

three years of age. Ve msde the trip ecross in & covered

[}

wagon driven by a tea? of oxen. We crossed the river at

Fort Smith nnd that )
/r <
loasélfnd crossed tZF river back into Arkansas. The next

ight we made ceamp end our team got

morning my father started back after them. e waited two
/

I . »
days for him to refurn. After he left that morning it ‘
came & big rain 7ﬁd the river got up end he couldn't get ' /

r. X
back scross to us. e loceted in the extreme eastern part J/

%, where Poteeu is now located. There was

3

‘nething there excgpt one store and @ post office. This

was about th%}ty miles from our home in:A}kansas.
7 :

-The cot try was very wild st that time and we were

the only ? ite settlers in that community for a few months.

o

‘ Myﬁfathef leased eighty acres of land from & full blood

Chocts#, who was the only Indian eround there who could .

I
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telk in our lengusge. e had 2 small two room 1log house

with a fireplace in one corner. My fatﬁer built a reil
fence around . pert of .the land. #e put half of the land
in cultivation while the other we left for pasture; e
lgt our cattle run loose on the outside, about ten head.
- Ne dug a well and had plenty of good cold watér but we
let the stock drink out of the creek. The Poteau River
cut across our land aad it was full of fish, buffald and
catf;sh. e enuld go out any time and get a2 big mess

- of fish.

3

#e burned wood as that part of the country was timber-
ed end therewerelots of oek, pine, hickory, elm; post osk
and meny other woods. There were lots of wild t rkey,
deer, wild ducks and some buffalo. ‘

#e plented cotton, corn, all kinds of feed, cultivat-

¢

ing thé lend with & single plow and‘working our teasm of
. oxen; later my father hought horses to work with. £t
that time money was very scarce and hard ic get. IMother
‘had lots of chickens, turkeys end geese. She kept our%

t>ble well subplied with mest, milk, butter snd eggs. e

made our vineg-r out of sorghum molesses, keeping it in
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barrels. ﬂé also put up our cucumber_pfckles egnd our
seuerkraut this way. .he made all of our soep; put up
our meet and had our corn ground gt the grisi mill. e
used two flint rocks to make a fire; we hed-a few sul-
phur &atches—but thequade such an odor in the housé,that
wé didn't use them if we could ~et by wi%hout it.

I remember the first wWegon thet my fether bought
efter we ceme to the Territory. He went to Fort Smith,
Arkansag, leking & big load of mert, most. of which ﬁere
hems #nd he trerded this for his wagon. It wes worth
£60.70. ‘'fy hrother snd I rode the reil fence for two days
locking for him to'éOfe over the hill wh@h OuUr new wagon.
He got home on Seturdey night. This wegon wes green with
red wheels yith the name "Dude"” in big bleck letters on itt
¥y brother end I thought that Qe rere just about the }inest
people around thet pert of the coﬁntry when we got. the
weegon., we didn't get to 20 to tgwn but about ohce & yeer
and thet was usually in the 8prine.

«e didn't have much lew eround there. .then 2 person

committed & erime he was taken to Mcilester, which wes a
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distoence of about one hundred miles, and tried. If
found guilty, he was' sent to Fort Leavenwer th, Kensas,

to serve his time. The Indiems had a8 law of their ownd.

They hed whet they cslled e council house whe e they

£ried ceses. If one of their men was fo;nd guilty, they
took him out end shot him. -

. The Indiens around there Were very peaceeble bBut
they were very lazy end wouldn't work. They faised 8.
little corn, which they cgokedvﬁith beens and called it
"Blue Bread" because when it wes bsked it furqed;blue
in coldr. “They slso cooked ard ate‘térrapins, ge thered
out on the prairie. ' '

I went to my firs; school in the Indian Territory
but it Widn't emount to very much. The school building
wes & f&ttle one room log hoase'gnd our desks and bench-
_es were made out of pine end cottonwood. I had to walk
three miles to thié school which we only had three

months out of the y-ear.

»

The first newspaper thet I ever remember seeing
was the St., lLouis Globe Democrat. I was fourteer® yeers

0ld et thet time.
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e didn"? have any kind of entertainments except

»

candy breakingf held in the homes. We had lots of fun.

iie Were af'reid% of the Indiens and didn t’ get out too’
|

= v |

mu0h N

I lived around in thet community until I was

eighteen years- old.



