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Field Worker's name

•This report made on (date) Nr>v«mh*̂  Q.

1.

2.

3 .

4.

5.
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•

Name Ella Cheely

jPost Office' Address •_ ' Sentinel

Rasidence address (or location)

DATE OF BIRTH: Month December

Place of b i r t h - Arkansas

Name of. Father Thomas Oliver

Other information about father

Name of Mother Jo Anna-Sterling

Other information about mother

Sentinel

Day

-

Place of

Farmer

Place

Housewife

195 7

31, "Year 1894
V

-

birth Mississippi

m

_of birth Arkansas

Notes or complete narra t ive by the* f ie ld worker dealing with the l i f e and
story of the ^erson interviewed* RgfJT to Manual fo r suggested subjects
and questions. Continue on blank sheets if necessary and at tach firmly to
this form* Number of sheets attached " • t
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,. Ruby iVolfettbfcrger,
November 9, 1937.

Intervi ew wjtfth Ella Cheely, '
/ Sentinel .

I was born in Fort Smith, Arkansas, .December^l, 1884..

I moved with my parents/ to the Indian Territory when I was

three years of age. '.Ve/made the t r ip across in a covered

wagon driven by a teem'of oxen. <Ve crossed the river a t

Fort Smith and that night we made camp end our team got

loose -and crossed thfe river back into Arkansas. The next

morning my father smarted back after them. #e waited two

days for him to reiurn. After he lef t that morning i t

came a big rain ajjid the r iver got up and he couldn'.t get >

back across to u£. .Ve located in the extreme eastern part

of the Territory, where Poteeu i s now located. There was

nothing there/except one store and a post office. This •

was about th i r ty miles from our home in Arkansas.

/ • /

-The cO/Untry was very wild at tha t time and we were " /

/ I '
the only wiiite s e t t l e r s in that community for a fe,w months./

My'fathe^' leased eighty acres of land from a ful l blood

Choc taw, who was the only Indian around there who could ,•
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talk in our language. <e had a small two room log house

with a fireplace in one corner. My father bu i l t a r8 i l

fence around .pert of .the land. A'e put half of the land

in cultivation while the other we lef t for pasture. A'e

le t our ca t t l e run loose on the outside, about tenvhead.

A'e dug a- well and had plenty of good cold wat^j- but we

le t the stqck drink out of the creek. The Poteau 'River

cut across our land and i t was full of fish, buffalo and

•catfish. .Ve could go out any time and get a big mess

of fish.

He burned wood as that part of the country was timber-

ed end therewa>relots of oak, pine, hickory, elm, post oak

and many other woods. Ihere were lots of wild turkey>

deer, wild ducks and sonre buffalo.

(Ve plentec! cotton, corn, a l l kinds of feed, cul t iva t -

ing the land with a single plow and working our team of

oxen; la te r my father bought horses to work with, .'t

that time money was very scarce and hard to get . Mother

had lo ts of chickens, turkeys and geese. She kept our

t^ble well supplied with meat, milk, butter and eggs. »Ve

made our vineg'r out of sorghum molasses, keeping i t in
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barrels , .','e also put up our cucumber pickles 8nd our

sauerkraut this way. .'re made a l l of our soep; put up

our iieet and had our corn ground at the g r i s t mi l l . <Ve

used two' f l i n t rocks to make a f i re ; we had a few sul-

phur mat Che's- but they made such an o'dor in the house that

we didn ' t use them if we could -'et by without i t .

I remember the f i r s t w.agon that my father bought

after we ce.me to the Territory. He went to Fort S"uth,

Arkansas, laking a big load of meet, most, of which were

haras end he traded this for his wagon. I t wes worth

$60.00. My brother and I rode the r a i l fence for two days

looking for him to'ccr.e over the h i l l wMh our new wagon.

He got home on Saturday nipht. This wê ron wrs green with

red wheels with the name "Dude" in big black l e t t e r s on i t .

Vy brother and I thought that we were just about the finest

people around the t pprt of the country when we got. the

wepon. ><e didn' t get to so to town but about once e yeer

and that was usually in the Sprim?.

•<e didn ' t have much law around th^re. -ihen a per5?oh

conimitted a crime he v/as taken to McAlester, which was a



842
CREEL!, , ELDL INTERVIEW. 9207 \

-4-

distance of about one hundred miles, and t r ied. If

found guil ty, he was' sent to Fort Leavenwcr th , K>nsas,

to serve his time. The Indians had a' law of the i r owri.

They hed whet they celled e council house whe •<= they

tried cases. If one of their men was found guil ty, they

took him out and shot him. . • ^ ^

. The Indians around there were very peaceable b'ut

they were very lazy end wouldn't work. They raised a.

l i t t l e corn, which the'y cocked with beans and called i t

"Blue Bread" because when i t wes baked i t turned blue

in color. They also cooked and s te"terrapins, gathered

out on the p r a i r i e .

I went to my f i r s t school in the Indian Territory

but i t M i d n ' t amount to very mudi. The school building
* s

was a little one room lop house and our desks and bench-

es were made out of pine end cottonwood. I had to walk

three miles to this school which we only hed three

months out of the y°ar.

The first newspaper that I ever remember seeing

was the St. Louis Globe Democrat. I was fourteen* years

old at thet time.
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iVe didn ' t have any kind of entertainments except

ca\idy breakings held in the homes. We had lo ts of fun,

.Ve were afreid! of the Indians and didn't ' get out too'

much.

I lived around in that community unt i l I was

eighteen years-old.


