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1. Name Jim H. Chism,

2. post office Address Sentinel, Oklflhoma.

3. Residenoe address (or location) Sentinel

4. DATS OF T'IRni: :fc nth August Day 26 /fear 1881'

5. Place of birth Texas . * '

6. rasie of Father ?/ill Chism Place of birth Alabama

Other information abo'it father Farmer

7» Name of rather May Arehebel Place of birth Texas

Other information ab at mothor Housewife.

>Totes or complete narrative by the field verier denlinf' with the
life and story of tl.e person irit^rvievyed. Refer to Manual for
suggested subjects and questions. Continue on blank shoet^ if
necessary and attach firmly to this form. Number of sheets
attached - 3 ' . .
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An Interview with Jim JS. Chism,
Sentinel, Oklahoma.

I was born in Texas, 1881. . I am one sixteenth

Cherokee Indian. I came to the terri tory in 1897. I had

an uncle out here and he had promised me work. He had

filed on lanS in Washita Coxmty, near what is nae Dill

City the year before. I cjuae through with two other boy,a

about my age. - Each of us had a good pony and we came through

on horseback. We brought a few. clothes and a little,money

to buy our food and tobacco with. We camped wherever night

found us. /We slept on the ground and covered up with our

saddle blankets. We let-our horses graze near by. One

night we thought that the Indians were trying to steal our

horses and we got up and watched the rest of the night but
' * \

\

nothing happened. \ ' s * s

We took our time as we wanted to see the country just,

as much as we wanted work. We always found .out how far i t

was to the' next town so we could buy enough food to last us..

We saw great herds of catt le grazing around over the country.
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Grass was very rank and high. *Ve d idn ' t see very many

fences as we came along.

In the ear ly days you could cut out across ' the p ra i r i e

go most any place that you wanted t o . We d idn ' t find

roads . We arrived at my uncle 's af ter being on the

I road about two weeks. My uncle lived in a half-dugout which

was full of fleas and had a d i r t f loor. « He had about sixty.
* <

acres in cult ivation and he planted corn, loaffii' and oa t s .

He had to take hie cotton to Duncan to market and a lso got

most of his' groceries there . ' * ,

One man would take a wagon t o Duncan or to Vernon,

Texas, and bring back enough groceries for a l l the s e t t l e r s

in that community. "They would get enough toJLasiTabout s ix

months*

We got'ourjsrood^to burn from Caddo and liowa Counties.

I f.jthe^In4ians caught you with a load of4 wood they made'you

pay for i t or unload the wagon. Sometimes we would get s i r

wagon loada for 50 cents; •

Most a l l the s e t t l e r s iiad tried to locate on an under-
ground stream of water. , We had one of the b e s t w e l l s 3>n t h a t
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part of the country. I. worked'for my uncle for $20»00.per

month with board % 'I slept in a barn the f i r s t year although

I slept out of doors in.tb-a Summer. The other boys got "wori

from 4;he other sett lers* We had'lots of blizzards and storms

in the early times. We had mofe rain then than we have today.

" Neighbors would .drive for twenty miles to spend the night

with each other. People always liked for company to come and

if anyone was passing through the country he or she was always

welcome to stop and spend',the night.

I have driven twenty^miles in a wagon or on horseback- on
* * ' • *

a Saturday. night to a big dance, in the country. Sometimes we
* >

took the g i r l s . Every one went along t o g e t h e r .

I d o n ' t know much about the schools in t h e ea r ly d a y s .

They were j u s t l i t t l e one-room log houses and they werepoorly equipped. The larger 'boys kept plenty of wood to burn.

The children had to walk several miles.

I worked there for several years- then I rented va farm and N

have lived around this part of the coiintry since 1887. , ,


