. ¥
| S 52
CHAMBLRLAIN, JONN C.  SECOND INTERVIEW. 7538}

. 389.



+

QHAMBERLAIN, JOHN.'C. SECOND INTERVIEW#7538.
= ‘ . T .

Interview with John Chamberlain L

. Tulsa,Oklahoma L ; 5

. 708 Scmth 8t.Loulas, ‘

Field Worker,eW. T. Holland o
Sthembo'r '16. 1937 o

/

- . |
I kuow about,agd'I knew personally quite a |

nunbor of Indian Po ice. in the early days. ,:’ Almost -

every tow hed th \‘l‘hay all dressed slike, in
blue uniforms with brass buttons and with the letters
U, S. on the neck%bands ot their uniforms. "

‘ Eere in Tulaa. I romnbar, tuo poncamon. Pru
Sunday and Sem Szildors. both Oherokoc Indians.
chromore had a poucman by. the nsme of Donbo. who
is now " living and is still on tho polico rorco of
Claremore. Sapn‘ltpa'a police. or _one of them was
John Sepulpa, Cresk Indien.  Joe Arowm, Creak, also
aerved‘there. I havo seen policemen at Vinita,
Muskoges, Ohnulgee, gnd at.other places, but dv not

runombo‘.r their names. The names given here ;ro

_ Just those whichk I recall now, and doss pot’ mean

that these mex were sll who ssrved as Jolice. Hoad~

quarters. of' the pulise were_,'in Muskoges and these
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various toms had their quota of Indian Policemen.

These policc had as their main duty. that of pro-

teoting the rignts and property of their trides from
aliona. bp,the_y Indians or whites. Any Indian,
qu‘:gilt qutsida of his reservation, violating any. :
law, wap on the smme footing as a white man and sube
Jact to arrest. -

' . The biggest -job. the Inﬂian Police had was in
uatching the white settlers and in protecting their

land timbers and other _property from being occupiod

'unlawmuy and 1n koeping the timber from being cut _ .

-/

' and sold. "Great numbers ‘of white men cemes in and

i

lsased lands from the Indiana on tﬁalve to rifteen

years time. These nhite men, aocording to an agree~

: ment paid a 1ittlo, maybe every year, and in the

2
meantima, built houses, barns gzgd fencas and turned

‘ the 804 and made crops sand.did all this work,of

courss, with only & rental gontract from the .Indian,

However, any numbs>» of men failed $o move at the end
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of the lease period and claimed the land as their:
- onn.

An Indian,iundor these circumatances -dqhi
make oompl;int to.tgp Agenoy ;s ﬁuakogpo. and each
case was passed on and word sent. to the police in
that vicinity to remove the ;m;z.tho d1d not own
tho'land; from the premises. This was dbno in many
seses.  The Indfen could Teport the gheft of timber
and such reports would be investigated and the of-
tbndor would be arreatod and takon ‘before th. Federal
COurt. o - ]

‘The Indian Police served as game wardens. Tﬁb :“
eIndians had a law "that you conld’kill ﬁut not daafroy;
@we. This meant that you eould kil all tho gm\
you wanted or needed tor yonr poraonnl ul., but could
not logally 'kf11 or 'dostroy" just for the .port. e

The 'hito men  were prono %o kill fbr sport. Th; .

Indians called thia "destroyiag" tho guuo.

Sw



} 3

VORMBERLATN, SO -, SBOQND, INTRRVISY . . o538 . .,
. "’. N o T ru 8 ' . ) .

'.;?:‘?Jﬁ‘

v
v X
Ay

s Y 4 ‘

¢
\

“The Indien Police tried €6 anforbo“’thu lay, -
‘There were- thousanda of prairio chiokm killod
here and shipped to Kansés City andl St Louis. At
first the hunters chimud they ‘hunted ofily on tho ‘
ranroqtl right-of-way, but they did not‘aonrine

their huntmg to that\ narxow strlp or 1and. long.

They, the sports, d cono domn on the trains_ and
hunt, end frequently-stop the trains and hunt for -
prairie shickens -and-tlirkeys, ‘This loose hunting

scon exterminated the ® chickens and turkeys,

_too. _
1 served ss a Aopu“ty marshal in 1890, or 1891.

I was under Sem Chaqote"‘, ‘Cresk Indian deputy, who -

in turn mwas under Marshal John Porters John Preeman |
| - John ,

was another deputy. 1 made several ayruto; one
was the arrest of a.rathsr noted bootlegger anad ixorac
thief. I tinally had to arrest a poramal rﬂond or

7

mine and tako him to Fort Smith. ao talkod :o _

-

pitifnlly and I felt s0 norry for hin. I decided I

i)
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uun’t a vory good otrice-,' sc reaignod artav
\

‘ oorving about one year. ’
| . 'n'xou‘_Indian Pou‘t\u had = -';'idi rangs of power
and authority, and‘ while not usually nonnt‘.d, could \
E éot_hornoa and go out after i;on, vhen called on. : y

One souree df trouble was the bootloggm. ’{

The Indian Polloe arrested many of- thm and to the {'

"boat of their ability tned to keep horao thievos./ . .
' boctlegzers and white land grabbora out of the,
i ‘ .
dountry, : . , «

|
I, an an officer, have seen several men executed
for stealing horses m}q ror othar orimes. |
- These. Indian polic were a good lot of mn
and did good work in pr:sating the rightc. lives
" and proporty of the Ind:lanl from the unlawful oc-

¢

cupation and deeds of .lionn.



