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Nennie Lee Ewrna, , B
Interviewer,
July 26, 1937,

An Interview with Mr, Henry Charlo,
Wyandotte, Oklahoma, Re Fo De

>

‘i";he men who never went anywheree
Henry Chaplo was born et Buzzard Springs, north-
east of here, this side of Séneca, Missourd, Merch 25,
1885, ’
I am of Wyéndotte and Mohavk descent.
¥y wife, Minnie Spicer,was born of Seneca parents
neer Tiff City, Mipeouri, she t%}iﬁks in 1868,
Her parents were Dan : 4 Melinde Spicers (Senecas)
Civil Bar Days
My father wag a e&ldier in the Nrthern army, snd
the family mcved dbuck to Kanssc during the Var. N
. School Days |
I grew up like most Indian boys of that day, not a
geat desl of work, a( little gchoole "I never went anywhere."
I attended school at the Vysndotte Fission vhen W. C. Xirk
was the superintendens,
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We farmed a lj.;.’étle, not much, liked to hunt end
fish, My ma went to oitha; Baxter Springs, Kensas,
or Nessho, Missourd, for their supplies thot ws d1d not

: 9
get at the cormissarye.

Originally, there was quite a large building dut
Qngntrill’a men destroyed‘it' and later we had & double
log building at the Gilstrap Ford , and Geqrge Spicer
was the head of it. They issued flour, sugar, besns,
coffes, farming tools, such as hoes, plows, etc., also
olothes and beddinge These were furnished the Indians
by the Govermment, eénd were beauled h.re in wagons drewn
by big @es from either Baxter &rin&s\ or Mm, '
M ssouri, then the nearest railroed poi:;ta. It tock two
days to meke the tripe They went one day amd returned
the noxte I mde 0 or thres trips to Paxter Springs
aﬁd went once with tham to Neosho. The old l?tgilding
has baon torn down and burped.

Horse Racing »

We had two rece trdacka near, One wé on Cowakin

* Creek nesr the Stomp Grounds, und the othor was in the

%
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velley east of the store. I 4id own a horse thet
| tie played Indian Foot Ball also, and went with .
our parents to the different Stomp Dances, but we
were teught to keep still, As the old people wonld
not talk when the younger folks were around, I do
not know as rach as 1 ahould about my people end their
early historye.
Irip to Kansos

Whon I was sixtéei, I left here amﬁ went to
Mountain, Kansaa, there I worked for e Dutchsan, I
aawinthemparwumthasemcasmgomgtotake ,
their allotments, & I rode my yonol buckskin pony
home, in two daya aml a night, a diatanee of two-
hundred miless There were no roads, and I just took
ny direction soross the countrys When it becems t00,
derk to ride, I jwst‘ stopped and waited wntil 1 could
| gee the next moraing. - ‘

The old Baxter Springs Trail goss up over that
ni1l, to & high hill across & little valley in front
of my house. You can still ‘sse worn places, or traces
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¢ married Minnie Spicer, October 18, 1894,
and we have three girls end five boy.a. We
live in & two roan and attic house that my mother
lived ine It has & large room and a shed room down
stairae The houae is unpainted and the gravelly yerd
" {e surrounded by a nest board fence. There are two
native flowering shmba snd two trees 1‘n the front .
yerde Onse ia west of the house and ths other & large
old tree ia north. Ths Sensca Cut Orf Roed from #10,
(juat south of the Sycamcrs store to Sanaca; Missori,
pesses very closs in front of ths houses, The out
‘buimmgs are back of the houss in the timber out or.
sighte
] 04 Cemeteygus
The o}d cusmp Copatery , two miles from the
Sycamore at.o:'ce edntains most of the old Indian graves
. hear her?. ‘here are only two stonss, those of Spicer
Armstrong and E:‘moat Bear Skin.ﬂ Mre Wise now owns the

placees It would be very hard to get to ite Almo there

» W

)\
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is the old SnowsYoung Cm;.ery“on Cowskine, This is owned
by a Mre Geck, a lumbermsn et Seneca, Missouri. It has
. no markerse |
’ Dances
The Dog Dance wes held when they were traveling,
Whenever they stop, they kill a fat dog, festen ribbons
on him, hang: ‘him on a pole, and later as they come
post him at the close of the dance, they teke the rib-

bons off, take him down end bury hime S



