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. INTERVIBY WITH POLLY CHARCATOLNEY
e : Euches Indian, Sapulpa, Oklahoma
Rufus George, Field Vorker
) June 24, 1937

. RECREATION |
1n early 4imes the Indﬁian’s ‘used to have lots of
fun a.d enjoy themselves very mch by playing?Indien
Foot Ball Gemes" and "Squaw Stick Bell Gemes." The
Euchees played these games. '

Noarli every triio of Indians hav? }heir. own(kind
of gama? to pluy.

Tﬁe h«\xoheoa‘ would play their bell ganb at the stomp
ground, during the time when they were having their
j'Greon‘Co:x.'n Dance." |

It 1s the custom of & few other tribes to play
these same games; for inatance, the Creeks and Shawnees
do. |

It is the custom of the Buchees to play the Indien
foot ball game four times before they would have their
r;.rot stomp ground in tho sumver, They would play on
Sunday and Jplay foot bdall on the fourth Smhay, then )

thry would heve their stomp dance, The way they play

the geme 18 like this: The men and wamen would play

against ome anothere Thsy would m'n‘ two goalas far

apart, one for the women and one for the _mexi. The
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goala’ are made of -hickory sprouts steked about three
feet apart in the graund. They bend them together amd’
tie them with elm bark, The distance between hh‘e two
goals is about seventy-five yards. The men are supposed -
to kick the ball amd the \;oman thr;sw the balle .If he
or she makes the ball go through the gosl, then that
would be & score for them, Some men would be standing
where the women's gosl was and would try to keep the
women from making a score, Some women would do the men
the same va&. lhe chief would s.tand in the center of
the ball groumd ‘and ke‘ep'aco'ros for both sidess The
chlier throws thLe tell up in the air snd the men and women'
would all be standing sroumd him ar;d-they would try to
catch the ball apd whosver gets the ball wouid run for
the geal and would 3ry to meks & score., The game
would be .awmlly roughe

The women would wrestle the men over the ball
until that; £ams WS OVer. |

The Indians have what is kiuown as an "#ndian .
" Squaw Stick Bell Jsme.” This game is played like g
There would be a pble about thirty feet tall that was
put in the &6@& with a steer head on-it. (It used

" to be the custom to put a buffalo head on the pole
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but there_are no more buffeloes to get their heads so
. they use steer heads instead) There would be & uhite
oloth on the same pole below the ateer head about five
fest from the steer head? Tyat cloth 1a put thers for
t» women %o throw at if they cannot hiv the steer head,:
If the women hﬁ the steer head it would count two scores
for them, and if they hit the cloth it would ocount ons *
soore for theme The men would use ball sticks and
' throw the ball at the steer head, The bull would be made
of buckskin. If the men hit the steer hesd that would

be & score for them, .

This is known as"Imian Squaw Stick Ball Geme,"



