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An Int{erviaw mth John lea Ohamberlai ’
b Cherokée, "0ld timpr", .
. 720 South Ste Louia Avenue,
/ Tules, Oklahoma,

| ) 1

I was bo:f-n in Perry County,- ﬁ[lhncia, on &n

Indien Baaea-véation. The date ofémy hirt.h is not record- '

ed, only as' X have glven ¢ pa-a{vioua;.y in the county
hers, and that would make my agj 74 nom. I bed rether
think 1t 70 or 71 from ths wey & feel, lly parents

kept 1o records ot' ouyr births. 'l‘hoy probably zold m;,

t I at the time didn't give it any serious thought, =0
. X @0 not know my exact. ag,l1
remember meny things ]', actunlly saw and expen-
enced \in my 1ife with the Iz&dians, and some things tom
me by my \perents and by othq:;lx,-s. ' | ‘ ’
Ny parents and we chu,[ en losded up the wagon, for

L

an oxtendad ) Our wagons had Ganvas coverse This was
in 1880, I xemb?er orouipg the river at St. Louts end

travelling througl{ mmm to Kaneaa, which was omr -
ﬂrat deat@%ion. \Qore rere six children in: the family

\))
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when we Jeft Illinois but on the way to Kunsas
two of the children éied and were buriede They
didn't dle at the samo time, so wére buried &
“different burial’ gr«ounds..I was young ‘end do no’t\
recsll to mind where these children were btxriad; |

however, 1 do knoy they were '\burie'd in regulsr

_ ‘Indian burial grounds in the vicinity where death
overtook t,h'em.) _

. My parents hed twelve children in elle My
father was Shewnee~ Deleware =nd Spenish mixed. My
mother was of the Cherokee tribe. \‘Ie’ lived in Kane

sas two years and ceme into Indian Territony in 1882,

I have lived here since and have grown up with the.

b

countrys _ ‘ ‘
i have been associated with Indians all my
life and have 6beerved_ t!_xeir custom\s a‘nd practices,
One was 'the early custom of hunting and tz"ave'l-i
inge A few days previous to the day of departure a
Soy would be sent arounﬁ amoung the Indians, telling
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tham of the interded trii) amd whe'n”agd where
they were goinge ‘Thiq"a’g'sin the Sac and !;'ox'
Countﬁ,‘ on the Cimarron River, A1) would meet
at the appointed place and travel on their %mn_ies*
ax;d take their gum or bows and arrowss I remember |

being on these trips where a lot of the Indians
caxrried bowe and arrows, I have hunted with the
bow end arrow myselfy and now have geveral at my
home e PThese parties mﬁnhered from £iftsen. to
twentyefive men, Each Med some gvooeriee; and
we killed game as we advenced, |

There Indians were guided !;y atronge signse oﬁp

of these signs watchod and a‘eligimsly Qbéerved, was
“tho sneke sign. If a rattleanake waa toun& é\h‘atched

out, that was & s.*.gn to continue on the way, ond that
'a;ll was well, but if e rct?tlesnake wea seen ¢olled up
ready to strike, that %as c?n evil omen and a warning

rof dangey ahead, So the party would :;eturn to their f’
homes and make a new start later. This was fifty years
K.ago anﬁ there weré bunches of wild Indians roeming the
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-piains, 61 somotimes trouble was hd with thems

Our Indjans were peacable and vented to avoid any
imneceseéry trouble, so tried to miss these parties.,

' Another custom was the fires A;t weﬁng when

. they made‘m‘mp.gﬁd built & fire, if the emoke aroSe,
that wes a sign of fair'gnd fine weather, but if the.
smoke sottled nesr the ground that i:ndzcated the @pw~
proach of a st;:rm, If we ‘were near home we retumeé.
e wexe very careful to put out all fires before dark,
One reason was to prevent ofhe’r bands of i:pdiana from
locating us, and another of courss, was to prevent

the spresd of fire when we were asle®p.

. »

" -Indians wore prone to gamble for pretty high
stakes, Sometimes at cands and othsr time &t shooting
matches. T | .

‘ There is a tsle of two Indiens of the Sac end
Fox Reservation, which was wherg/Oklahoma Ciﬁ' now
stends, who hed )been out west of there on the Iowa

Indian Reservation, This was west of the Sac end

 Fox 'Reaed-;vation. They med been out on a gambling spree
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-Hew . .
. and were retuxizzi,ug \;zhen they met the "King". .

- This occurred on Dry Oreek and tt:e "King" was
'éqnpealed by the bushes. However, the King

spoke them & prophesys He {old them that‘JéEus
Christ aéid that on & certaln day a certain on‘e‘
o:t' then would diey He alao told them to reéurn

to thei,r people and mrepare to warn “thew of the
exodus of their .people; that their lands would be
teken from tl)xem (Sac snd Fox Indians); that they
would be stattsred, (this va;s in 1885); and for
them to csll together ell the people at their
stomping ground where they were o be told a\bout )
- the vision snd warning. _This reinoval was ;o ocecur
four yeérs from that dete, end the "{.ndiana were to
beat their drums continuously from thet tﬁne on -
'_‘untii the removzle ,

‘Z’he msn died on ihe dey rppointed and sure

' emmgx the Se¢ and Fox Indiens were scatyered in
1889 or 1890, some goirg to Tows, somp/t: Montana;

tut moa_t'of them stayed In northern lowa{ Somé are

st11) in the Osags Couity,
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I at'bended meny of their dances during this
four yeers. - _ -~

The Indians were great ﬁaherman. I saw five
thouaandu of them fed, not the acriptmral five
thonsand but great crowds,. The way tmy. samniéa
this quaqjjity of Iish was by poisoning the streams.
‘I‘ha; gathered certain herbs and put them in sacks
ami beat ihen: thoroughly. Thie was placed in the
;tregm end left long ~nough to poison the water .
sufficiontly to addle the fish or mske them drunk,
._Thew were essily caught then, and a suf‘ticiéné
number would be pbtamed to foed great crowdss
: The Indians were always resdy to open theiz doore

1

and share tholr food end home with {travelemwho passéd .

thgough,withont chargo, Bat’ ti‘ai{toxﬁ :bettex'_ beware, . ’

i
i

as thoy were treated badly.



