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Ticld Worker'c nume bert—Fv-Small
is ropert made on (date ) 19
his rep R — : X1

1. Name . g ¥,  cChambeys
2. Post Orficc Addrussm

Residence addrcos (or locution) _3ea0 . Nopth 8t

. DATE OF BIXTH: Month . p. ‘ Day g . Yeor ygen

Place of birth Onen cow’_m

« Name of Father Timothy Chambers * Place of birth Maryland

Othcr information ctout father

o Name of Mother Place of birth

—Sarah—foret—Chambers—— —ohto—
4
Otner inrermation atout mother )

Qa4

'ot,:es or compli tv rarrative by the Cield worker dealing with the 1ife and
tory of the wperson int.rviewed, Rofir to Manual for su‘;,_:cstZd subjects
nd questinns, Continue on blank shects i neccessary and attach firmly to
his’ forme Nunber of sn:etes attached . .
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Robert W. Small
nterviewer
October 25, 1937
N
Intervisw with

’So D. Chambers '
Tonkawa, Oklahoms.

On July 24, 1867, S. ‘b. Chembers was bora in OweR

ounty, Kamsae, in 1686, From his home in Kansas he
e many trips down into the Oklahoma country several
yeays prior to the Openiné.;f the lands of Oklahoma.
In 1886, Mr. Chembers made a trip, with four other
fien, own~into the blackjack timber cousmtiry south of
the Cobb amd Hutton Ranch, aéar the Cimarron River.
They were om a hunting trip ﬁn& traveled in two wagoms,
Leawing Caidwell, Kansas, they traveled a slightly
southwest c&urae om a trail that took them to a cross-
ing of the\Salt Fork Rive;,‘ngar the prqsen£ site of ’
Pond Creek.}| From there Ehey pursued a more southserly
courge for s¢me distance, then alightly east through a
part of the‘Cbbb and Hutton ramch and o#to the Dean and
Broderick Ranch, and for five week; they huntéﬁ in this

aeq{idn of Oklahoma lands end farther south near the

Cimarron River and its tributaries.

Gounty,‘Iﬁdiana. With his parenis, he came to Sumner '

11
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During their stay is this sountry they killed
rime dear, sleven tu;keya, two sacks full of quail
and many prairie chickens. ‘ ,
The country haﬁ no farms lor farm houses, just &

" wild open coumtry as nature made it with the exceptioﬁ
of cattle that grazed over the lands and‘here ané there
at distant points a little ranch house and a faw cow-~
boys. Occasicnally some soldiers would be seen riding
across the country. It was a paradise for huateras
until the game was kille&.

0n their return home the soldiérs stopped them /

near Pond Creek amd ssarched thsir wagoha and thsn tura-

od them loose to proceed homeward. The soldiers thought

they might be trying %o settle‘Tﬁ‘ﬁvmsjpart*of-tho—eea&-——*~—-—
éry but after questioning‘ﬁpem and‘seeing the game they

" wers haul;ng home thay.bscams coavinced thgy were ‘oaly

Qhuntérs. The soldiers_who stopped them were kumown as

thé Mite Horee Compasy; they all rode snow white horses -

_aad attracted much attention and comment'by peopls who

8oW their beautiful norses. There wera 10l of the sol-
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diers im this compamy, all of whom rode white horses.

In 1887, Mr. Chambers atatosy”h{; father sold
corn to the Foss and Wilson Ranch, deliverimg the
cora to the ranch.prOparty rrod.his place in- Kansas
for seventee; cents per bushel.

Mr. Chamberp‘aays that’the ranch owners over
the country seemed to get along with sach other very
agreeably but that they had lots of trouble with mea
who were kmowa as cattls rustlers. These catile
rustlers were continually looking over the herds of
catile for strays or uabrandsd cattie and when they-
- foumd ome that had mo bremd or it they would clalmlif
and drive 1t away and kill it for beef or place their
"~ own brand om it. | |

Mr. Chambers says that he msde trip;/ﬁgwn iato’
the Oklah6;; country quite oftew”on huntimg, fishing
or sight seeing expeditioms. The Chikaskia River was
a favorite fishing stream duriag the spring momths
wher the urge to fish was most appealing. Occasior-

ally durimg summer momths when, because of comtinued

2 N A}



CHAMBERS, S, D. INTERVIEW 9100 114

dry, hot weather, the river would mot have sufficient
water to flow all alomg its course Sut would stand in
pools here and thére in some.places,the fish woyld,
be"oompelled to congrééate in th?se pooia. uhich'paQe\:
it easy for fishermen t9 ca%ch then with sélnes or mets,
In the.early pé;t of 1589, some old fri;nd; oamé
down froq_Indiaqa to Mr, Chambera' father's place in
Kansas near the Ok;ahoma lire, and fbey Were very eager'
to see some Indians und some of the Oklahoma country.
In company with these Inaiana folké he mady a
trip down into the Imdians’ country., They visited the

site cf the Tonkawé Indian Agency on the Chikaskia

River where a \r. Brewsr was .the Indian Agent and .

interest.

» .The Indians had some small patched of land near

—

their house or tépes which they cuitivated, ususlly
growing corn and garden vegestecbles.
"'A few farms of considerable: acreage were also

-

fournd here and thérg}whion4wére gsﬁhlly planted in
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'wheai - eomsgimaé by the Indiams bit more oftea by
vhites who leased the larger }éﬁcts fo:'farhixg
purposes frqp th; Indign igent. '

Mr. GChambers statéa thet on one occasioﬁ when
he was workimg for a atoqgman and farmer of Kamsas
he was sent dowa into thé Oklahoma country ;n 8

round-up tq‘get sevénty hsad of ateers. One iight

; - ¢

whan he was staylng at’ the Hoéington,ranch house,
aboud dark the-}aﬁqh boss and’ some boys went out and
Ckilled & 5aéf, ' |

The Indians kney about the beef baing killed
.and aftoer the ranch boss had left'with the dressad

_ beef, the Indians took the’sntrails and some other
part;‘that bé& besn leftiTheycarried them to their
iiving'quafters not far distant and made a'lérge poé‘

_of soup aad danced erouad all nigﬁt making a noise

[ 3

thai the boys could hear #ho werse in the rsmch hause

trying to sleep.

o

_Mr. Chembers says SO MEny COwboys were there

that they had to sleep om the floor, whish was almost

a
.

»
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complefely coveréd,with blanke'ts and vedding. They.

ate bakinmg powder'biscuita} bacon, coffee and other
foods for de?kfast and they usually nad plenty to
eat at all times; a cook was usually kept at all
ranch houses to prepare meals for the cowboys wio

worked on the ranches. Somatimes the cook would be

awvay and inm such cases any one visiting the camp at .

meal time would be at liberty to go ia amd cook his

owa meal. No charges for meals or lodging at camp

4

~houses on ranches were made, Strangers were always
welcome 10 svery accommodation of the ranch free of
any cost whatever.

Ox the cattile ranches of Cklahoma in the early
days,Mr. Chambars says taat the cowboys did their
own laundry work, patched, mended and darned their
own wearing apparel.

4

The owners of the cattle ranches lived in the

T — -
e

largar towns and cities of the states; they had a

N,
A Y

foreman or their ramch to whom they trusted the care,

custody and prssservation of their stocic end o whom

116
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« they looked for the proper management of the ranch

ix every way. Tne owners of the ranches occasiom-

e

sioék ard their property imterests in general.

-

. When the Cherokee Outlet was opemed to settle-
;ent, Seétember 16, 1893, Mr. Chambers made the
race from the lime, three miles east of Caldwell,
Kangas. He and fouf o£hera of his acquaintance

made the run on horseback. As they raced across

the broad prairie they observed skillsts, frying

g

. pans, buckets, and‘maﬁiﬁpther articles that had
beer lost from the hoé% of flying vehicies that
were in ihe lead at the beginning but were checked
soomer or later by cccidents or rough places and
finally were passed by those on horseback,

M;. Chambers says that when they reached the
Chikaskia River a number of men om horseback ﬁera.
lpoking for rlaces to cross and that one man)riding
a fins hbrse)azteﬁpted fo go dowr & stssp bamk and

his horse fell. The rider sustained a broken arm

and was taken back to Kansas by some of his friemds

Y

\Fllyfﬁade visite to the ranches to imapect the :fz

PEN,,

t
.

3
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to recélve rnedical aid. ‘
After crossing the river they /passed a man and
his fami%y camped om the prairie gnd from observation
1t looked as though they had bee camped there for
some few 3ays or a week.
They paased most ;;;:;\Zi. in the race and
Mr. Chambers steked a claim three miles wsst and

one mile north o:hthex;resent site of Blackwell.

He slept on the claim that night, using his saddle

for a plllow. The next day he weat to Ferry to
file on the claim and haé t get in line.and await
his tura. wnén~he gou to tle filing desk he found.
out that sore man had tiled on his cleim and he
entered a.céntesi; he learan iatar thet the man
who filed om his claim had |paid another man $35.00
for his position ia the filirg lire, which was ;n
advanceléf ¢r. Charbers., He returned to his claim
and the coantest Efii%ng wag postponad by the other

wman from time to tlme. Mr¢ Chambers was not able

to spend much money in a contest as he was hard up

rinanciaiiy and the other f%llow offered him $375.00

ks
%,
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to drop the contest. He finglly agreed to accgpt

it rather then to undert=ke to stem the hardships

and difficulties that faced hjm in continuing the

contest. H; then bought out a claimant three miles

west of Blackwell. He moved & granary house, 14 x lé,

from Kensas domn on the place and built a(barn and made

other improvements. He paid $1000.00 for the claim.
In 1896, he harvested a crop of wheat that

made from 20 to 21 bushels pér acre. The following

year he planted corn - his first corn crop, that made:

from 25 to 30 bushels per acre and kaffir made

a similar yield. In 1899, he proved up on the cl;im

and sold it. ®



