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CHAPMAN, Informant, Creek freednan.
Route 3 , Btx 2730, -

gee, Oklehoae, April 14*97 " - Jas , S. Buchanan

I was born ^enuury 1856 in the Creek Nation near Snake creek

a few riilea eouthweat of where "the town of Kjonerd i s now situated-.

I was one of eleven children bom to Piokett and **ery Hontie V7ho '

were both born in *iabaatt in slavery end was owned by a wealthy

Creak, woaan by the narfte of "ycey Bbrnirell, end her husband uae a

fthite men. 1 remember ray pr.rents t e l l i n g of the loreTjent of the

Creeks froa Tuskegee, îjabarBk. to the Indian Terri tory by steam • ' •

boat te F t . Gibson in 1836, and of the t> ink ing of a steam boat th&t

we»s juet ahead of the boat they vtere on during the t r i p wnile on the
i - •

Mississippi and drowning many Indians and slaves.

•' *ycey Bernvrell se t t led on the above mentioned location and cu l t iva t -

ed rauch land, also had a bo ie north of ftr.ere Muekogee not? stands, ie»
i,tween Kfutikogee and the ivrk'ensas r iver , and c; e va? residing at t h i s

'place *hen the c iv i l *er broke OIL and ahe, »*ith :ay pt.rents and
4 - * *

ntjved to her farm orf* <-»nake creek where we rent'ined unt i l a f te r

the war was over. «f ter the *ar and ay p..rent8 wera free people, ay •

father ikAg^ up a u la iu bexweon where Mu3ko ;ee. i s now located and the

Arkansas r iver , in the vicini ty of v/hat io now Known as*the Helner

school, and i t was on t h i s old place *uh4t we children grewvto Maturity •

and I wad ntartled in 1875 to Janes Il&nd, a Seninole Indian, who died

S. No children «ere barn to that union. i<ster I wee aerried %9

Rtff Chapaan, a colored non*oititen fax*aer who died * few yearo l a t e r .
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When the C,reek, allotments were made I drew iky allotment of 160 acres

•three railee north ef Boynton, where 1 al.vajrs made ay homo unt i l 1933

when I Res f inally swindled out of the property-by loan companies,

.individuals and people in whom* I had misplaced confidence. When we

j children w r̂d, a l l at. the old home place north! of Muokogee, the se t t l e ra

| who ware our neighbors were the Be/so fa.tily r>np lived weet of us about

[two rciles, uncle Jess Franklin who lived juot 4eot of the Boma plc.ee

iand Sim^n Brown who was a freedt&an anfl hi a pi-a© joined the Be«o >1

on-the east.. All the Uovexn.ient-Iriclian affairs «ere transacted ut that

t iae at the old Craek Agency which was located near Fern Mountain.

The f i r s t Indian agent a t that place that I can remaber wae a :aen by

the name of ^unn, who -«aae what was known es the '»Dunnv rail1*, of the

Creeks and the freedmen, and was a man that wes well liked by thotte

with %hich he de< I t . t.hen the consolidated Indian agency Vraa created

by the govern«ent and the new agency building WLS bui l t oh ?jfaat is now
\ *known as Agency ^:ilt the old Creek agency was abandoned, end es the

Katy railroad had,built through the t»rri . toiy, the s tores that com-

posed the l i t t l e town of "Old Agency", as i t *as known, .noved to ihe

railroad, the t,c\m of the n01d Agency passed out of e i i s t ance , which

•&B the beginning of Muakogee. The principal busir.ess houses of n

A
mcy1* were ovvned by Major Fettert-on, J . W. Parkerson and a man by tha

&f Atkinson, and thei r iwa.aant to the railroad was the beginning

\t what i s now Muskogeo,
\
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Afier the new Agency building û as erected on Agency H i l l , there

was ui Indian agent there by the nsie of" aoberts ,*ho was well liked by

the Indians and the Frefidaea. 1 was employed as house maid for his

faxiily for several uontha at the new agency building on what i s not?

known as Agency Uill» I worked for Mr. Roberts1 family un t t l ne r e -

tired from thatt position and moved ta ojjringfield, . I l l ino i s . ^

ha to the natural resources of t h i s C3untr> , there was a l l \ indo

of ft.U.d S^*6* ^uch aa deer, wild turkey, p ra i r i e chicksn and other .̂

wild ga.ss, in abundance. I reueaber vfoen v»e resided on the old1 ho ,e

place on -nake Creek just a f te r the civiJ v.ar and we m aid be coraiag

to the agency, I l&ve seen great herds of deer grazing in the del ls *

near the t iaber , and̂  u*jit>n they would see us they ft xild juat socaper into

-he w^ods, and us soon as we would paae they « >uld come back on the

prair ie and continue the i r grazing. 1 h .ve sa n the pra i r ie ohickehe,

so o©ia-ion that they would corae into the yiird with our tarn chickens,

and in the s^riaj.; înse «.hdn t-hffi turkeys would be "s t ru t t ing" 1 h«ve

seen the .•» ild turkeys ccme into our l;»t fcith ti.e tetse turkeys and my

folks w. ̂ ld "Flush" thea froia areotc the flock and k i l l them.. In

thofc days a i l the l i t t l e ^treass werjclear, olean Df f i l th and un-

contaminated, and inhabited ty «1^ry variety of fresh water fish in

abundance, which Proved no probieafor the active to supply himself*


