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I ;u thres yoa‘;‘a""ol,df"'hqn ﬁ# paro;ito brought me to |
Oklshoma. My father comtracted a job with the govermment to run a stors
at the Sae and Fox Indian ogox;oy. No one but those who had the per=
pission from the government or who wers vorung for the gbvofmont '
were allowed in this Indian jurisdiction, so we did 0.11 the trading
with the Indisns. We sold them svery thitg they nudpd;-‘ buggles,
harness, hardware, hogs, ets. |
1t was hard getting the supplin here. ‘rhcy had to coxe
up to Red Fork, and from there by wagons. As there were no wagoen
traile, the men had to make their owd, but by following along the
same way thoy\ made a sort o; tu&i; The wagons usually went across
tho- Cresk County and through Tulsa County just this side of ?ho
Arhnuo.' Blver. I believe tint this gradully gréw 1:!!’0 a trail used
by any wagons going up that way. ‘
" We had the store until I wes appointed agent for the
Sac and Foxes sucgeeding Mr. Patrick. lluch business ni earried on
throngh the agnncy. and thouaandu of dollars pu“d through tho
agensy every month., All the business dons by the Indim was tmo-

_ scted through the office. They sold their lands, lemsed them, l‘io,uzh‘!
\
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lands, and were issued l}lﬂl’ and gold. This monsy was brought in
on wagons by govermment ion, until the bn:lvn; ;'un'd in coggrou ‘
ordoring' the Iuiitncq of checks rather than silver or gold., I
remember when the Indimns got their first cheoks. The majority of
then knew ﬁotﬁm of their value, and, when they .got they did not
know what to do with them. Many of them threw their checks away, and
the trail from the offigce to the store vas littered with checks that
hadbeen thrown away. Of course, after so long a time, they iearnod
;xo' to uchanéo their oho‘ch for silver. lléut of the older Indians,
however, were very indignant about not receiving money diresct from the
office. ‘l;ho folt like they were being cheated, and it was a long time
bsfore thore were no complaints about the “paper money." It was nothing
ro.r an {ndiin to get a cheek for five hundred dollars, a thousand or
%wo thousand dollars. |

After my appointment as agent expired, I moved to Stroud,
and started in on banking. I do not get oub to thc‘ngonoy much any noro;
but 4t is sad to see how the buildings have deterierated. The old sehool
brings pain to my heart every time 1 pass and ses them fallen into dis- .
repair. I understand that there are still a fev families living there,
but 4% is not at all 1ike the agensy was when I was out there.

Superviso:z: Notes
— There must be an orTor, in the year of Mr. Charles brith,

as Sac and Foxes did not move into Indian Territory until 1869.
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