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An Interview with Dr. G. P. Cherry, Willow, Oklahoma
By =~ Eunice M. layer - Field VWorker.
\ May 10, 19037.
)

Dr. Cherry was born at Clarksville, Texas, ame
to Mengum in 1889 from Garlend, Texas. He attendad|medical
school at Trinity Ul:iversity,wmhachie,, Toxas and b
to practice mediocine in 1884,fifty-three years aéo. in Dallas
County, Texas.
He located in Mangum in 1897 in the old Giilsnd Build-
ing on ‘the south side of the sguare. “ '
Mangum was a dugout town in the “cow” country, glfhoggh
settlers were graduslly coming ingnd establishing hd%l;ate;da
there. K ‘
> | Instead of paying cash for their doctor bills tho“ sot~
" tlers usually traded produce, {ncluding yearlings. Dr. Cherry
7acquired three hundred head of c;ttlc in this way at one time.
Dr. Cherry nearly froze to death while making a call to
Turkey Creek in 1898.

». He made trips alternately on foot and on horseback in

?

sub~zero weather to treat a child 111 with diphtheria. OFf
. thess trips Dr. Cherry said, "I felt more like sitting down
. thén walking but I knrew if I ever stopped I'd never be able

kY

to meke the rest of the trip".
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ﬁRattle-nake bites and injuries inflicted by h;rgon
and cattle were moat common - the pionser physicien remem-
bers. Especially numerous were the victims of bucking
broncos. There were no rodeos in those days since the real
thing" was so common .

There were o déntistes in those days in old Greer
County, and the nearest yurgeon.uaa located at Fort Worth,
Tbins)and consequently Dr. Cherry was obliged to extract ﬁ/
teeth as well as to yeer;m operations.

7 A11 oalls were made on horssback cud the physiciun
was often required to ride from eighteen to twenty miles
in treezing weather. ‘ ¢

People, howsever, were 1n‘mnch bett;r condition
physically than they are today, due to their active out-
door occupations.

Dr. Cherry served two years in the Oklahoma legisla-:
ture, and took a leading part in the paasing of a bill
providing separate sghools for the negroes. In order to
attend the legislature he was obliged to ride the freight
vagon to Quanah, Texas, then go froam there to Fort Worth

)

on the .railroad. From Fort Worth he bought a ticket to
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Guthrie, then the capitsl, en the Senta Fe line. The
trip required. two days and nights and was regarded as
quite an exoursion.

The section northeast of Mangum was inhabited by

wandering bands of Kiowas and Comanches.



