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INPEIVIEW WITH JOHN OSCAR CHAGR.

FIELD WORKER ALSQN J, CHASE,

My grendfathor, .mario P, Clrse, ms born in 1826 in
Meggs County, Ohio: My grandmother, Wenoy Winn Chase, was
~bm.'n. in Meggs County, Ohio, in 1828, and t’hey moved to Leroy,
Eansas, in Woodson Couty, in 1839, My grandfsther enlisted
in the Civil war from Bmboldt, Kanms, with the 9th Xansas
Cavalry K» He died November 7th, 1§64, wiile in the Civil
var service, and wmas buwied at Jeffercon Barracks, Missouxi,
My grandmother died in February, 1864, and after her death
ny taﬁher returned with his fether to myr, and atayed in
caup with him until lis death, After his father's death he
and his brother, Samuel, started ‘og:t 1n 11 fo trying to meko
theiy own way, ‘warking here and there, wherever they couM
fimd a jobe They drifted into the Cherokse Strip, and worked
on cattle ranches l.ong before the Cherokes Strip was opened
for ssttlment, My father finally drifted in%c eastern Bensas
in Woodson County, and married Jane Cellette, and he lived
there end in Colorado until 1893, when the Cherokee Strip wmse
openad for settlmaent, As he had beon in the Cherckee Strip
before the opening and kmew the possidility there for a poor
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man $o get & homo, ho decided to make the run,

80 in the swmmer of 1893 he and two brothars went from
¥oodson County, EKansas, to Hemessey, Oklahoma, and made the
ran on horse back.' They left the line near -Hsunsssey, Okla,
and rode northwest and steked & claim about 85 miles north
and west of Bnid, Oklohma, in the Cherokes strip. He went
to the towa of Alva, the County seat of Woals Cowunty, and
filed, Alva 18 25 miles west and 25 miles north of where he
staked his olaim, EHe then returned to his ¢laim, and bullt
& two roan housee 14 was built in $he side of a dbank, with
about half of it extending axt of the bé;k. The extended
part was built of 12 inch doards standing on end, and the

roof was made of 128 inch ards supparted by what was called

"a ridge pole, Thers was me door and two amall windows, and

a dirt floors A8 moon as this house wes completed, he went
baok to0 Zansas t0 make arrangements for morving bis femily,

liveatock, and equipment to his éw homes S0 in the spring
of 1894, on March H5th, he landed on his claim, It took him
14 Qays to meke the trip from his Woodson County, ®ensas,

home, t0 his home in Woods County, Uklahoma, A% the end of
the first day's travel he was still in sight of the home he
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had just left,
7 When he landed on his olatnhe had & wife and 10
children, &1 h;bd of cettle,.I3 hoad of horéaa. about 150
chickeng and $x0 brood sowes and some rurnitur; vhich we
mostly hane-mmdes His farm equipment consisted of two sod
plows, two cultivators end a corn plamter, énd“they were all
about worn oute It took four wagoas to haul his Pamily and
equipmente He dug a well in the bdottom of a ceanyon; it was
about 20 feet deep, and furniched snﬁigant water for the
fenily and stock, He dvew the water with a rope and bucket.
Bla first water trough was mde out of the trunk of a cotton
wood tree, which was about 12 feet long and abmt three feet
thick, Th.e cide of the log was hevwed ocut so it would hold
wators He had suffioient stove wood on the farm for the use
of his family, His first crop was Xafir apd Indian com,
which thrived well on his newly bxoke lands In later years
wheat became the prinecipal grain oxop, and it is at the
present ;:tma. His first garden was planted in the spring of
1894, He broke the sod and warksd the s0il the best be could
and planted the garden seed suok as cmions. peas, redishes,

potatoes, tometoes, beans and melons and he reised a good
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garden. He sold muitter for 10¢ a pound and eggs for 5¢
a dozen, end in the epring of 1895 he sold 11 head of
good yearling csalves gfor $;7.00 per head, and in the same
spring he s0ld a team of s00d geldings for $75.00.

In the fall of 18965 he bought his assed wheat in
Hennessey, Oklahoma, for 35¢ per.t_)ushel. He seaded 100
acres to wheat, and the next year he har'veated 76 tushel
of vheats In 1896 he seeded this same 100 acres to wheat
and the next year he harvested 367 bushel of wheat, In
1897 he sceded this same 100 acres to wheat and he harvested
3800 bus..el of wheat, and that fall and winter he muled‘ it
to Enid end sold part of 1t as high as $1.25 per bushel,

‘Yhe Cfirst countyy school opemed in the fsll of 1894, in
a one room 804 8chool house, with about 60 enrolled under the
direction of me teachers. Ve only had a 3 manths school
term,

Smakes, s uch as bull smkes aud prairie rattlers besides
all other kinda, were large iu size and number. The prairie
dogs about took the cuntry.

o Mr, Chase was instrumental in having his commnity served
7ith a rugel tolsphone line, end a rural mil route. His first

post office and trading past was at Lahoma, Oklahoma, vhich was
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about 12 miles aouth;aat. and he hauled his grain to
Enid, Oklahomys“which was about 25 miles southeast of
his claim, It weuld take one day tg haul a load of wheat
to Md and ane day to make the return trip home, His
main surce of nvihg cane fran his cows and chickens
-until he began to reise grain orops. L
The only wild game in the early dmj settlement of
this community were prairie chicken and quail, which were
plentifuls Fieching wes not of any consequence as we lived
out on the plains, where there were no lakes or streams.
In March, 1905, @@mgged overland with his family %o
v odward ;County and l;cated 2 miles southwest oL Supply,
Oklshoma, on 8 farme Thers bs bu.lt a 5 room frane h me,®
with porches, and a barn 32 by 32 feet square. !lils
principal Crops were kafir corn end vheat, but as time
passed on wheat became the principsl crop. He brought
with him work harses, cattle, furniture and farm machinery.
John Oscar Chase lived on his woodward County famm
until his death December 17th 1917, His wido‘w lives in

the towm of woodward Oklahoma,
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