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1. JOHK GSCAB. IHTK^IBW

IHTEITOW WITH JOHN OBCAR CHA3S.
r v

FIELD WCRKEB AlSCK J* CHASE*
Vegr 1OA 1 9 3 7

My grandfather, Bnerlo F« Cteee, ma born In 1826 in

Ifoggs County* Ohio* Hy grandmother, Haaoy wlnn uhase, ms

bom In Utggs County, Ohio, in 1828, and they movod to Loroy,

Aansaa, in WootUon Couty, in 1850* My grandfather onli»ted

in the CiTil var from Bomboldt, Khnme, vith the 9th Kansas

Caralry S» He died Horevber 7th, 1^64, * U e in the Civil

(car aervioe, and ma buried at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri*

Uy grandmother died In February, 1864, and after her death

ny father returned with his father to mr, and stayed in

escip with him until Me death* After his father's death he

and hie brother, Samuel, started out in l i f e trying to make

their own vay, working here and there, wherever they eouM

find a job* They drifted into the Cherokee Strip, and worked

on oattle ranches long before the Cherokee Strip wae opened

for settl«i«it* ISy fatter finally drifted into eastern *eneafi

in Woodson QountQrt and married lane Oellette, and he lived

there end in Colorado until 1893, when the Cherokee Strip ma

opened for settlement* As he had been in the Cherokee strip

before the opening and knew the possibility there for a poor
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man to get a homo, he decided to make the run*

So In the sunder of 1893 he and two brothers went from

Woodaon County, Kansas, to Hennessey, Oklahoma, and made the

run on horse back* Thay left the l ine aear'Esnneaaey, Okla,

and rode northwest and «taked a claim about 85 miles north

and west of Enid, Okie buna, in the Cherokee atrip* He went

to the town of A Ira, the County neat of Woods County, and

filed* AlTa la 29 miles west and 8Q mile a north of where he

stated his olaim. Be then returned to his claim, and built

a two roan house* i t weu> built in the side of a banky with

about half of i t extending out of the bank* The extended

part was built of 12 inch boards standing on end, and the

roof was cade of 12 inch toards supported by what was called

a ridge pole* Shore was cne door and two small windows, and

a dirt floor* As soon as this house was completed, he went

back to Aeneas to make arrangements for moving his f aaily,

liTtfttook, and equipnent to his pew home* So in the spring

of 1694, on March 5th, he landed on his claim* It too& him

14 days to make the trip fxosa his Woodson County, *msas,

home, to his home in Woods County, Oklahoma* At the end of

the first day9* travel he was s t i l l in sight of the home he
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bad just left*

When he Jp^ed on Ma a la IK ha had a wife and 10

children, 21 head of ca tUe , 13 ho ad of ho re© a, about 150

ehiofcena and two brood eowe and aoae furniture tfiieh wae

mostly hoae-cade. His farm equipaent consisted of two sod

plows, two cultivators and a corn planter, f£$N|i6y were a l l

about wo in out« I t took four wagons to haul h i s fsnily and

equipment* Be dug a w»U la the bottom of a canyon; I t was

about SO feet deep* and furnished sufficient water for the

family and stock* Be drew the water with a rope and bucket*

Bis f irst water trough waa s&de out of the trunk of a cotton

wood tree t which was about 12 feet long and about three feet

thlok* The eide of the log wat& hened out so i t would hold

water* He had sufficient stove wood on the f a m tor the use

of his family* His f i r s t crop was Kafir and Indian com,

which thrived well on his newly"trro1ie~Iand* In later years

wheat became the principal grain crop, and It i s at the

present tiaa* HLs f i r s t garden was planted In the spring of

1894* Be broke the sod and worked the s o i l the best he could

and planted the garden seed such, as onions, peas, radishes,

potatoes, tomatoes, beans and rations and he raised a good v
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garden* He sold butter for 10$? a pound and eggs for 5#

a dozen, and in the spring of 1895 he sold 11 head of

good yearling calves for §7*00 per head, and in the seme

siring he sold a team of --pod geld ing B for $75,00.

In the fa l l of 1895 he bought his seed wheat in

Hennessey, Oklahoma, for 35# per bushel* He seeded 100

acres to wheat, and the next year he harvested 76 bushel

of wheat* In 1896 he seeded this same 100 acres to wheat

and the next year he harvested 367 bushel of wheat. In

1897 he seeded this same 100 acres to wheat and he harvested

3800 bus..el of wheat, and that fall end winter he hauled i t

to Enid and sold part of i t as high as $1*25 per bushel.

The f i r s t country school opened in the fall of 1894, in

a one room sod s chool house, with about 60 enrolled, under the

direction of cue teach or. We only had a 3 months school

texm*

Steakes, such as bull snakes aid prairie ra t t le rs besides

al l other kinds, were large in size and number* The prairie

dogs about took the country*

Mr* Chase was instrumental in having his community served

with a rufltal telephone l ine, and a rural mail route* his f i r s t

post office and trading post was a t Lahoma, Oklahoma, which was
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about 12 miles southeast, and he hauled his grain to

Enid, Oklahon^f-Shich was about 25 miles southeast of

his claim. I t would take one day to haul a load of wheat

to Enid and one day to make the return t r ip home. His

main aaurce of living cane from his cows and chickens

until he began t o ra i se grain crops. *

The only wild gane in the early day settlement of

this coooBxunity were prairie chicken and quail , which were

plentiful. If idling vwas not of any consequence as we lived

out on the plains, vjhere there were no lakes or streana.

In March, 19Qf>, h^mo^ed overland with his family to

\7 odward County and located 2 miles southwest * t Supply,

Oklahoma, on a farm. There ho bu.lt a 5 room frane hrce,*

with porches, and a barn 32 by 32 feet square, ills

principal crops were kaflr corn and wheat, but as time

passed on wheat became the principal crop. He brought

with him work horses, ca t t le , furniture and farm machinery.

John Oscar Chase lived on his woodward County fatm

until his deat^ December 17th, 1917. His widow lives in

the to\m. of woodward Oklahoma.


