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Daves Fife, g o 2
Roaearoh Field wOrke&
April 1, 1937, '

Interview with Jos Childers
Four and oge-half rmiles northeast of
Sapulpa, Oklahdhg.

5,

:‘1nt;?vigw with-?oe,Childprg (dréek Indian), 5? -
yoarsndiéigndﬂliv{ng €§ milep-nortﬁqasﬁQOrVSapuipa
at'L1t§1$~cuaiotﬁh,ﬂgp§ist Church grougg, explains
a method ot'ridhing used by the Ehchee;lcherégée,
Creek and all Gnlr state tribaa. ‘ ‘

A group of Indians aeleoted a day fOr flahing.
Amhen looked ror a stream that ocould be dammad by polee
' at two ends. ‘ o o N
Bix or twelve mon of the group were ehosen to
'start sarly in the morning betore breaﬁfaat to hunt
for a root called Devil'a Shoe Strings (Onaleskee)
Creek name, this root being ﬁ;éd to obtain the fish.

Each man was allowed to dig up only four roots’
apiece. The roots were beaten to a pulp and placed
ir ;Jbag. The‘men wouid fhen eat breskfast. |

‘ The stream wes dammed wi?h poles at each end.
The roots.w;re soaked in the creek to pollute the
water. The root was not poisonous but would made the

tiah ungoncious.

Ths root did not have as much effect on the larger
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fish abéﬁbeae wore shot by men and boys using bows
and agréwa with light points.-
- _. The fish would rise and the Indian families

s—t—

"would enter the stream and gather as many as they
needed. .
< Thg poles were then removed. This method was

later prohibited by the- government.



