\

3

INDEX GARDS

Tuberculosis--Chexokees
Schools-~Cherokec Hation
Allotmen t6-Cherokee
Collections

7



CHANEY, LAURA. INTERVIEW : A

Alene D, McDowell 186
Research Field Worker S-149,

A Daughter of Oklahoma

. ¥rs. Laura Chaney
120 N. Delaware

Bartlesville, Og}ahoma

I

Mrs. Laura Chaney was born February 5, 1874, south
og:crove Springs, Indian %erritofy. (now known as Grovs,
Oklahoma).

Fatherkf David Suages, & full blood Cherokee Indian.

Vother - -Louisa Tngland, whc was one sixteenth Cherokee

Indian.
° a
I was born on the homestead snuth of Crove, the same

place and in the same house where my father was btorn. Our
P

home was a double log house with a hall through the center.

My'parents reared ten children of which there are two now

, living. "‘ | . a

My father was born and reared on the homestead ranch,
{mproved by his father, making his home there all of his
life with the exception of eighteen qanths, when he moved
his family to Afton, 6klah6ma. 7e wore all very dissatis-
fied and he decided tc return to the rafm. My father served
as a Confederate soldier during ﬁhe Civil var. He died of

Tuberculosis and 48 buried in a country cemetery near the

0ld home.
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My mother wasg also a nativé of Oklahoma, but I do
not know whers her birthplece is located, 5She was left
h_8ix minor children at my father's desth. She con-

N

Vinitaywhers wé resided for a number of years, While

to live on the ranch for awhile, then moved to

living at Vinita she los% her six younger children with
Tuberculosis, within a period of a faw yenrs.

3
“After my father's death, I remained at home to help

my mother with the §ounqer children and did not marry‘;;til
T vas thirty-four years of age. My mother.died and is bur-
ied in Bartlesville, Cklshoma,

I rec§3ved my early education in 8 countrv school near

"Crove., I léter attended the Female Seminary at Tahlequah,
Oklahoma, where I received a second grade certificate. Mr,
%, 4, Hastings, who was Congressman from that district for
e number of yesars, was 6ne of my teachers at the Seminary.

I taught two terms.of school, one at the Sager school
and the other at the Sic§atoo aohoo}. These were both c¢oun-
try scgools, held in a loé eabin, - .

My allotment was located befween the two forks of the

Ceney River, northwest of Bartlesvills, Oklahoma. This was

bottom land and, was approieed at $6.00\an acre, und contained
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fifty acres. It was aﬁpraiaed too high, because of the
fact 1t was overflow land, and I tried to have it re-

_ appraised bug due to<the fact that I filed the complaint
too late, this could not be done,- There was a time limit
for filing'oomp}alnts. This $ook up the valuation of my
allgtmeﬁt{

In 1908 I merried Willtam H. Chaney, also of Cherokee
extraction. His mother was a full blood Cherokee and his
father was a uhf;o man. His mother was a native of Okla<
homa.and his father wes borq in Maryland. After our marriage
we made our home in Vinita for a number of ysars, later moved
to Bartlesvills, where we have lived for twenty years. Nr.
Chansy iz a driller in the ofl fields:

R % are the parents of twg ohildren, Lueille, who is
twenty-seven years of age, works for the Indian Agsncy at
Muskogee, Oklahoma. She was Chief deputy in the County
Clerk's office of Washington County for eisht years befors
moving to Muakogpe. Our youngest child died at birth.

While'liyiAg at Vinita we lived near."Chief Buffington"
who beceme an intimate friend of our family. “Chief Buff-
ington" was one of the early day Cherokee Chiefs.

COMMENTS: Mrs. Chaney has a wonderful personality and
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18 very interesting to talk with. Due to 111 health the
last year she states she has forgotten many things that
wvould be of interest to Oklahopa History.

Mras. Chaney has a book from the Tahiequah school, that
tells}of the eafly histbgy and the fire of the school. It
elao 5ivaé‘the names of the early enrollments in the schbol.

rs. Sheney ie of the opinion that the world is pro-
gressing too fast and believes the ;eople are not as happy
a8 they were in the old days when they had no moéern con-
veniencés; and hed to work hard, ﬁer ﬁsrths were prosperous
farmers and raised their liviqg; now the farmer eelis his

produce snd dbuys his living in cans and paper sacks.

’



