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\
icld Worker's name waurica R, Anj{ergag
;

nis report made on (date) Septeanber 15 193 7

Mare Mr, Jo D, ¥iller Sr.

Post Office Address Peuls Valley, “XKlahoma

Residence address (or location)

DATE OF BIRTH: Month G gtobexr Day__ @ Year 1864
Place of birth Seorgl, "

——— - —

:

- M o e s G SO Sradnet o A ——

Name of Father ., L. .[illar Plece of birth Georgla

Other information’ ahout " thar _Decessod

Name of Mother anaa Xirkpetrick Place of birth Georzia

Other infomation aoout mother ~__Deceoged
o

tes or complete narrative by the field worker dcaling with *he life and story

' the person interviewcd. Rerer to Manual for sugzcsted subjects and questions.
ntinue on blank sheets if nccessary and attach firmly to this form., Number of
.ets attached .
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A

Interview with Mr. J. D.lfiller
Pguls Vallasy, Oklahoma

Bl MR I R ok TR bt Ao o o AOK T o ok R e oo e KRR T ¢ ok kR kK ¥ R R RAAR

Mr. J. D. ¥iller Sr. ws born in 1864 in Georgia. I

left Texas in the Spring of 1888 for the Indian Territory.

I hed reen fermine in Texss, but the drouth hit Texes in
1885 and for two yerrs it never raived and my cattle died
ard I lost everything I owned, ‘Pier paying my debia I

had t»o horses snd = hack, s0 my wife/?ngoaded up our fea~
ther ted and with only » frying pay to eook in, we started’
for the Indian Terr}tory. I came over the oléd *hiskey Irall,
ercs3ed Fed Piver near Burlington, Texas, and followed the o0lad
trail over the Arbuckle Mountains. This trail went on out
by Beef Creek, now ealled “aysville, and on into Kansas,
~joinirg the old Chisholm Treil near the line of Kmsas., I
left this trall slter c¢rossing the Arbuckle mountains and
fordsd the Waghite River south of Wymnewcod. #e stopped

et & 1ittle town called Washita. This was a2 1little weatemn

town, end vas cwned by Matt VWolfe, a Chickeasaw Indien. There~
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were three storea', a.dootor's office, and the rost office

was in one of the stores., This 1little town was on the

. Saute F& Tallroad,zbout five miles south of Wynnewood,

Theare was a depot and a oottor gin and this 1ittle town wasg
deing é gocd business when [ came there., I had done some
blacksmith wrk Lach in iexas, 3o I started a blecksmith

shop at Saghits, aud legesed s farm from Mr, Davis south

of lasnive, ébout four niles. The first vear 1 reised cotton
und here Davis,.klahoms is now, I had thet land in cotton
when the firsi ztore wua bﬁi'lt there. In fact it wes nut

In the ceiter of my cotton field, and I hauled the lumber for
this siore, from Pauls Valley. I saw that this wss a good
location for a town snd lr. Davis and rr;yseli‘ set out

mekin a town out »f the site. s got the rmilroad com-

pany to moke this a flag stop and then we zet out t0 get a
post offices Yo had soms trouble in deeiding what to neme
the new town, finally we sﬁn’c in the name Davis. We went

to Matt Volfe end tried to get him to move Wgshita lo Devis,

but he wouldn't see to it; so there we were vith o town
. o
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started and only one store, I built a blackamith shop and
in' e short while there was another store put there. At that
time the road to Suwlphur was only a horse trail, so ry tulld-
ing a road and rutting a bridge across 3Sandy Creek between
Dagvis and Sulphur we finally pulled the trade away from the
town of Washita and in a fer yesra we had s good little town
started, .and then the town of Washits Aied out,

When I ceme to the indian Territ?ry I had to psy a Tive
doller permit to live in the Chickasaw Netion. A Ghickesaw
Irdien named Chip Harris did the oo}lecti,ng in the district
I lived in. The first steel bridge on the Washits River
was built west of Devis eoross the Washita River. .

My brother and I owned the first livery stable st Yynne
wood., Ve were in the livery business there when John Walner
killed Bill Lewis, John ¥alner at one time hed been a deputy
United States Marshal and under the Indian law or belisf if

you were a depuly marshal at one time you were alwgys one.

John Walner was called the bull of the range, and lie was a

3

379,

. , *
dangerous man to mess with. Andy Roff was a dangerous men,
but they died with their boots on just like they lived. I now

run a blacksmith shop at Pauls Valley.



