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PECULIAR CUSTOMS OF
ANCIENT CH0CTAW3.

Lymon Carnes, a ful l -blood Choctaw of n«ar Bentley,

Oklahoma, i s 65 years of age, b6rn and ra i sed in Indian

Terr i tory , now Oklahoma, and not an immigrant of the S ta te

of Miss iss ippi , of h i s experience in the days of h i s youth

aniong h i s own t r i b e of people and of what ,he has seen and ,

been told says:

, One of the pecu l i a r customs arong the anc ient Chootaps

which dates as far back tha t yea r i s unknown, whicn accord-

ing to t r a d i t i o n , in fchi3 cfise i s as fol lows; When a

'daughter i s aaarrjLfd, the raothrr-in~law was forbidden to look

upon her son-in-latf. They may converse together but the

mother-in-law --tould be hidden behind some screen, hold a

wide handkerchiet-er^cloth over her face or i f . no th ing e lae

car. be used, she covered her *yea with her .hands . Thus the

mother-in-law was put to i n f i n i t e t roub le aa i veixation l e a s t

she should make an in f rac t ion upon the . s t r auge custom. Often

when t rave l ing or in camp without t e n t s , they were necessa r i ly
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afraid to raise their 'heads, or open their syea through

fear of seeing each other. Of ten'when the aon-in-law. be

away from home, the mother-in~law and t&s rest of the

family would bef~ki the house, nnd i f the s on- tn- law would

approach* the house the raother-irf-law would run out of the

houae with her face covered or into another room and > remain.

The son-in-law would not go into the roonr where oha ia , or

she where the man i s . If nothing can be uaed or offered

8h* would shut "her ey«3 while talking to the son-i?i-law.

Another peculiarity they possessed in common with( other

tribes waa that e wife never e^Ued her tusbtrnd by name, ^oh-

in-law or daughterrlift-law. In" addressing her husband she
* > ' • • ' • •

would say, "My son or daughter's father*', or more coiononly

using the chi ld 's n$me, or if no children in the fituily she'

addresses him as " 1 ^ to bes father" or Sha,v.-bi-chia. Another

oddity about these Chootaws In regard to their names waa

that they would not telly their n^n»3. The aneieut warriora

seemed to have a strange aversion to t e l l ing their own namea

and i t Yjfts impossible to se t ' V. unl?3^ he had aa acqualntauce

present whom he requested to t e l l i t for1 hit*. Usually tiie

prefix of their Vme was &bi (to k i l l ) with some suitable
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name affixed of surname, vi-zj.Nowabi (vralKer or walk to

death), Nak~ shob in^name of a r iver meaning offensive odor),

Mississippi River, \aeAjgreat r iver , is supposed to be a

Ohoctaw word for BoV cw^o or Ruchoha. Chitoh or Kuchclia

Misha Sipokni (a r iver w .̂ose age is beyond corapytation) ,

ArkSfnaaa River (bow on smoky water) in Jhoct..v.( language.

Sho-bo-ta Ghass-a-la (smoking water bo1?? i . e . bow o*» fo^gy

lake) . The Ohickasavr na?w» for Misuisaip^i River, 'the

tradit ional name, was 0-ka-cha3h-po~ho3h [the ancient waters).

Nearly every riverT cr^ek, lake, rock, M i l and val« was

endeared to them by a name £iven to i t ^ron some ^ec"ulit.rity, ..

aome adventure of the past- ?cany of .those norneu are now

corrupted by the whites and only a fe?- if eny has retained

their original puri ty.


