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™ ,« “' . An Interview With Lymon Carunes,

Aged 65, ‘Bentley, Cklahoma.

PECULIAR CUSTOMS OF
' ANCIENT GHOCTAWS.

o
« « . “

Lymon Carnes, & full-blood Choctaw of near Bentley,
Oklshoma, is 65 years of age, bérn and raised in Indian

Territory, now sklahcma, and not an immigrant of the State

. of Missiséippi, of his experience in the days of his youth

emong his own tribe of people end of what he has seen and |

been told says:

s

, One of the peculiar customs smwng the ancient Choctaws

3

which dates as far back that }ear*is unknown, which accord-
ing to traditioa, in this case is as follows. VWhen a
daughter is married, the mothefiin~law was forbidden to look

]

mother-in-la¥ would be hijden behind soms screen, hold a
wide handkerchiggxer’Eioth over her face or if,nothinz else

uﬁou her sonQin-law. They;??& converse together but the

cu: be used, she covered her éyeg with her . naands. Thus the
mother-in-law was put to infinité trouble asd vexation least
she should make an infraction upon the strauge custom. Often

when traveling or ir camp without tants, they wére necesssrily
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afraid to raoise their heads, or open their syes through

! . . ¢ . b . v
fear of seeing each other.  Often when the son-in-law be

v

away from home, the mother-in-law and the rest of the

>

-:amiiy'would-ﬁkiln the house, snd if the son-In-law would

e,

appfoach*tho aouse the mother-ipf-law would run out of the %

house with her face covered or into another room and -remain.

i

The son-in-law would not go .into the room whers she is, or

4
3

she where the man is. If nathing cza be used or offsred

shé would shut her eyes while talkinz to the son-iti-law.

- .. <.
Another peculiari{y they possessed in common with other
tribes was that g‘wife aever Golled her Lusbund by neme, 50n-

in-lew or deughter-fa-iaw. Id eddressing her husband she

> >

would say, "My sdh or dnughter's father"; or more comﬁonly
using the child's name, or if no enildrea in the fruilj sne : ¢
addresses him as "Ib to be: father" or ohaﬂ~bi nhin. Another
oddity abput these Choctans in regagd to their,namcs was
that they would not tell/ their names, The gnéient wapriors
seeﬁe& to have a gtragge‘avefkiop to telling their own names
and it was impossible to getLit unlesq he néd én acquaintauce

, . . o N

present whom he reqdeéyéd to tell it for kiw. Usually tile .

prefix of their heme was 4bi (to kill) with some suitable
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' nams affixed of surname, vizj Nowabi (walker or walk to

death), Nak-shobif{Rame of a river mesnin: offensive odor),
Missiﬁsibgi River,
Ohoctaw'word fér Bok ciM$o or Huclicha. Chitoh or Huehcoha

"Migha Sipokni (a river w:ose age 1is beyond compgtati5ﬂ?.

L]

. ' H .
Arksnsas River (tow an smoky water) in ’hoct._sr languvazs.

~

Shb-bq-tQ‘Chassja-la (smoking water bow 1.s. bow on foggy

lake). The Shickésaw naze for Mississipni Hiver, the

traditional nare, was O—ka-chash—po-hpsh (the anhient wapers).
Nearly every river, creek, lake, rock, nill amd vale wes

. . . . . 3
endeared to them by a name giver fo it “rom some %Heculicrity, .

‘some adventure of the past. ¥any of .those names are now
' . !

i

corrupted by.the vhites and only & few if eny hes retsinsd

their original'pu;ity.



