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Ficld Worker!s nafe  Mildred B. McFerland

This ;oportyd/o on (date) October 28, 193 7

_ jem’ Charles Edward Cesto

5. Post orticc Address Edmond, Oklshoma

~e

3, Residence address (or location) 29 Ee Cempbell

4, DATE OF BIRTH: Month Mareh pay _ 24 year 1868

Se '1;130e of birth Celdwell, Kansas

6. Name of Father BTy Re Casto Place of birth We Virginia
Other information atout father Born, 1843 '

7, Nams of Mother Annle Casto Place of birth Ohlo
Other information avout mother -BOTR,1851

Notes or cumpl.tu narrative by the Tield worker dealing with the life and
story of the person int.rviewcd, Rouf:zr to Manudl ‘for susicsted subjects
and questions, Continuc on blank si-«t: if nccessary and gttach firmly to
this form, Number of sh.cte attached .
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Interview with Charles Edward Casto,
Edmond, Oklahoma, -

I 1ived on a farm with my perents’ just over the line
‘ in the Cherdkee'Nation.
| I maﬁe the Run with my father in the opeﬁing of 18é§.
I was twenty-one years old them, but I did not steke a
ocleim at that fime% He placed his flag ten:milgs wost of
Edmond on Deer Creek. °
Oﬁ‘our Journey here we ofosaed‘the Akansag River -
near Tulag‘,lg,h'i ‘Indien ren the ferrylboat and hé pushe d
if acroa;ﬁ;i;h long poles. .
We‘slept in the wagon with the wagon sheet covering
use |
.Our food was cooked on a rire,';ndian faghion. Ve
had drought & "Intchrbvén" with us in whiéh»fé beke our’

bread. Wwe placed it in the hot coals anrd covered it with

more coals.

‘ We drank water from the oreek.

We lived in that fashion all summer. In the meantime
we were digging s aellar, or dugout., When cold weather

arrived our dugout was reacy for occupancy.
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In May we had plented a smell crop. Ve raised plenty

of turnips end pumpking. Ve lived on those end what wild.

game we could get until the nézt seeson,
In tpe early spring of.1890, we started to build a
. E?g cabin, 'wdihed spent the winte:,ﬁuttiné an& preppriﬁg‘
the logs.
Ve did not have the chinking on the floo; in when a

héhvy rain came and the creek bank over-flowed. 1% flpbded

A

the dngoﬁt where we were sleseping end there was a8 mad scramble

r -

for our clothing end bed clothea.. Wo.moved’into the log cabin

in the middle of the night. We furnished our cabin with

—— e

. LY

-

furniture we mede ourselves from split logs.
People were alweys kind and thoughtful of one another

" in the early days. We would help each other with the crops,

-

-or ia building & house,

-
LTI

Tﬁe Iﬁdiana wore always friendly,

~

In 1885, my father end I freighted e11 through the
country. At that time there was cuite a flere up emong
the Comanche Indians, They felt the government was not

—

supplying tﬂgm with enough rations.
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The Cheyenne Agency was located just across fhé iver
trqm.Ft. Reno. G%gerai'Philip Sﬁoridan unloaded a regiment
of soldiers at Caldwell, Xensas, and they marched a1l the
way to Ft. Reno. They aoon qnieted the Indiens and as far
as I know that wes the laat trouble ever had with them,

Yhile the troops vere on this march they carried
} all gunhs and ammnnitlon in one wsgon and tneir raticng in
another, They were on the old Chisholm Treil, where it
crosses the Cimarron River,

Wﬁil; crossing, t#quzason carrying the guns was

caught in the quicksend and lost; however, the teams

were soveds } /////

£

Fe owned thrce teams and two saeddl e hiorses snd in
the spring of 1886 we gave up the frefghting busine®s end
started working on the éanta Fe Raflroasd. Te worked at

>

- that until Maf;b of 1887,

The crew shot.wild turkeys end deer éor our meat,
until s pattle rancher in the Cherokee Strip started
selliﬂg beeves Yo the reiqupd company‘for the c;awso

This rancher's ;name was Oscar Halgell,



