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S Interﬁ)’aw Wi th Arthur Cawood,
S “Tonkeawa, /Oklahﬁma cf'

. ./ . J
Artlmr cawoaé was born to/calvin Leandrow and

cl:lrindfa Cazie Cawood, Octobé’ 3 18'71, close to the

_littlo town of. Milford, Digkinson Gounty, Iowa. He
_11vod there until' he was five years old when his parenta
roved to Geuda Springs, Kanaas; there he spent his chil- !
hood. ] o ‘
He received little schooling as he had to help his
fgthor haul . wood andrd:a ‘the farm _,,ork .0n one of the
| ocaasions when he and his father were down ia the Strip
o get'a load'of wood, his fathor _told him to keep am _eya
.on the horses' whiTe he sccuteé; az'm;nd to.see 1f ho could
locate 3oxm; larger trees he ccnlﬁ cut down to hanl hack
’ in -
home 86 build & mmall buna?b—ac&fi‘ame. While/father was ,'
gone frthur thought he would look around some, t09, 50 ha R
sot’ out to see 11‘ he could see ‘anything of mterest. All
'-Aof a sudde,n he heeud such a noise in a small elup of' bushes.

,.Be had -heard so mueh about Indiems that he did not look to - 3

"&s‘sura himself whether it was,an Indian . hia faet seemed
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to have had wing? attached as hé ran, He Tan for some
distance, then when. ha did not hear & yell or anything
he slqwed his pace to look arpund. - To his surpriae. he
had stertied a deer. It was just ‘as much a«;:az:ed as he. ;
When Arthur was twenty ye=rs 0ld his futher moved
$0 Logan County, in the Iowa Reservation close to Iowa -
Village, September 22., 1391, in the southeast corner;
thg rérm being the Northeast 2 Secf:lon 22, Township 15, |

Rangﬁ lo R . . - -

-

‘In 1892 Arthur and one of the Indians that he chumw~
med around with viant back ur to Geuda Sprlngs to bring
dovm,i tventy head of céttle » @3 the Cawoods could not br;gg
(theim' down with them when 'the:)f mo‘ved. On their way *back

R Jaegan to rain czmai.ng> all st:eams to £i11 with watev.

The boys were Hot s o'oing to- let that keep thém fram cross-
ing, 80 every stream and river they came to they swam the
ca+tle across. ’Ihe boys were on the way etght aays, they
ﬁid not lose 8- COWe |

- The rumor was that Hc;ke“Smith had E définite_
ddte in \vhlch the Scrip was. to be opened. A-r:thu‘r told 'his
father that he was gomg to make the run, for he wanted 8

‘hm.
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CIn the months- thet followed th Government geve

the catftlemen notice to move their attle and belongings .

1

_as the Strip was to be opened to homesteaders: - Many of

the cattle;men defied the Government 1;6 put them ~out, 30 "i

the soldiers were called on to enforce the. ,,]sgw. 5 ) .
A month before the omming Arthur cene - ba.ck to ,_5_,

Geuda szrmgé to his sister's to talk to his brother-in- |

law, Lucus E. Snyder, who was & cowpuncher on the ranches - L

In the Strip, He knew where some of the best land was

. idcgted. Arthur and Lucus E. Snyder ‘both came dowm on
horseback; Arthur's horses was & grey mire weighing 900
pounds.-' ‘

‘fhe boys ‘regi gstered at ﬁ\mnewell then wt;nt west
along the linem On the leth of Chspt;emher 1893, the sigxal
“was glven at 12 g clch noon. The bo‘i’rs Ead ‘to double bg.ck
quite a fev timas as some of the c;'eek banks were rretty | :,'

“steep for a horse to go downe - .

. At two o'clock Arthur staked thaﬁouthwest ! Sectl\on 2,

S 0 . ~

‘ To*wnshlp 25, Range‘é.’ The way he announced to the others
that he had staked wes with a ahurt jacket which he wore -

. over a sw_egter. He f.ook the jacket off end puf: it over a
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smell oak tree.which stands today. He also had & dtake

. Which bore his Tame. o T

' He and his brother-ln-law staye,@ on their clains -
/ { ..

uxitxl about mmdom,— then.they went over to a small

creek which was called Bear Creek to cook their supper
and joined g few ‘others, st'aying all nisrht. The follow- '
. ing mqrning tl_xe boys had witnesases to their claim. Lucus
' tpok tﬁ.e, train for Enid, while Az:thyr- startaea for Geuda
Spﬁngs to take .ghe hér‘ses baes to ixis brother-in-lay's
father, | - e |
% night e campsd east of South Haven, his bod
was a_st;'aw stack, HMonday at ;mon ‘he arrived at Gouda S ]
prjtnge.' In the afternoom. he 'l';ook & train fo-r‘ Enid to
‘i;ile'. The boys were 1n line for four dsys berore they -

ever: rnea. ot _._V,;jv 0

ing their-h'ouises. The ﬁrst thing Arthur. did

The next step was to out encugh logs to build a honse.\ ~ o
N

It was the 15th of October v:hen the lop house was com~

pleted, The,trees came from Arthu:;"s «laim.
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That winter Arthur v;erit back to Logan County *"04 '
N 4 R

spend the winter. Some who stayed in the Stripswere in

" a very destitute conditioné many of the pedple had some

..Burz;s wou 'c'i have frozen to.death, ~ = - -,

onc in different states helpine' the*n. '
In tho sprin* Arthur f:ame back to his homestead.
He bought a sod plow, but ‘oefor'e he bought a plow he

borrowed one‘ from his nefghbor und ‘brc‘cei out' forty acres.

" He planted" sone corn, it was planted with a jabber planter,

but 1t ‘did not maka as. the ground was dry.

The. winter of 194 Arthur went dmm 1nto Logan COunty.

He heuled foed back from Logan R ‘the Strip. 1894 vas a o

!ft_x;ter that Arghur 4never\ forgot. He end J. C. Burns haul~’

ad together, %m they' were on their way back, . between

Guthrie and Iowaville it was so cold that Burns vanted

s ' "‘E{. : Z ‘.
to climb. up on the wagon$ 'aheu he did.-he fen asleeps - - o

seein
Artlmr this made him get dom and walk. If he had aot

1894 was étlso tﬁe first time they held school down -
in the tmp. It was held in hal?f dugou? end” hal‘f a-lum=- °

ber shéd with two windows and a door to the east. Tho

£

first teacher was Dora Begle. _ The ‘schocl was held on

7
/
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Bill Chaney'/s rlaces In the spring of '95 thur\
- brought witﬁa him & half iron bed, a tick \r\illed wiph

<3

atraw for 'a mattress, a small "topsy stovx;, two chairs, y

a home mgde table and some boxes. He also brought e\x \ ‘

.
4 ¢

new cultivator, . L ,

,A?‘lne;wkschool ‘was built the syrinz of ’95,;"‘32(5'1 ;O ]
feet, which $ti_ll_stands. ’Church was silsd: held there |
until a chureh ‘house wvas built.  The year‘s that follow- “7
ed . - 4riher made im rovements/ an& broke ou:t more acreaoe.

‘In 1898 A:rthur lecided to .re’o’aild. He hauled some

pf his ],umber/ eaqt of Ponea (,ity and thea there was &

. pla e located thirty-eight miles 'from thér/e he- also haul-

)

ed his 1umber from.‘ y =
. T
e also planted fifty acres oi‘ corn . ;hat 4pring, too,

. o .
and the corn made fifty bushels to the acre. ArtBur

heuled ¢ e corn to Geuda Springs alreadv shelled by 8 hand
" aheller, tnd sold i for. 154 a shel. T - T 7.
In 1 9 &rthur rarried Eva Bmch.' In the years:™ =~ .- T

I

i’ollowina nis marriage, chickens, cows, and hogs were

v R H

a.dded to the stock om his farm. S . o .
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‘ In 1905 Arthur redeived hi;a }hi:ed States Covern-
ment patent, In 1915 he sold his homestead and moved to
I;ogan County and lived éhe:qe six years, then sottled in
Kay County and lived there six years. He then moved

again into Grant Obunty and aid farming for one year,

-

-

then bought the place where he lives‘;zow. |
The plac;s arthur homesteaded vas part of 'George
 Miller's range. The way the :owboys imew whéa éhey_' vere
close to Georg;fmller’s 'range i vas by & largé pilé of
sand which was the highost place in any direction, I
:

‘was called the sald Sand Bill but) time and windé have

well hidden the places If any of the c'owboya'we're‘ los%

and toney could ~et to that sand-hill hey knew thean their - '

. « . . P » "
directions.: . . . .

‘I‘hp first funeral that arthur witnessed was. \whgn' ‘the

P

gld Salt Fork was up; They had to take the clsiet a‘croas‘ .

.ty
<

on a raft to the Other side vo the ¢emetery. The men |

swam acroas. wi th %he rafte N

P
1 <.

O . 1. ,
In 190G there was a real honest-to-goodness erop .

failure,

&

\'.



