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Arthur Cawood was born to/Calvin Leandrew and

Clirinda Cazie Cawood, October 3, 1871, close to the -

little town of Milford, pickinson County, Iowa. He

lived, there until'he .was five years old when his parents

Moved to Geuda Springs, Kansas; there he spent his child-

hood. -•• ' .
• • • *

• «

He received little.schooling as he had to help his

father haul . wood and-ds-th© rarmjvork. On one of the

occasions when he. and M s " father were down In the Strip

to get a load of wood, his father told him to keep an eye

on the horses while he scouted around to see if ho could

locate some larger trees he could cut down to haul back
. . J ^ - M s *

hon» to build a small build/back home* While/father was

gone Arthur thought he would look around some, too, so "he
* ^ * - • •

set out to see if he coulu see anything of interest. All

of a sudden he heai'd such a -noise in a small clunpof bushes.

Se had'heard so much, about Indf<ms that he did not look to

assure-h,im$elf whether it was,,an Indian, his fe.et seemed .
* • \ * ' ' ' • : ' ' '
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to have bad wings attached as he ran* He r^n'far some

distance, then when, he did not hear a yell or anything

he slowed his pace to look around. To hi.s surprise, he

had startled a deer. I t was just as much scared as he. *

When Arthur was twenty ye*rs old his fsthe'n moved

to Logan County* in the Iowa Reservation^close to Iowa

Village, September 22., 1891, in the southeast corner,* "

the f&cm. being the Northeast £ Section 22, Township 15,

Bangs 1. , . . . „

In 1392 Arthur end one of the Indians that he chum*

med around i?ith went' back ur to Geuda Springs to bring

doTEQ twenty head of ca t t l e , as the Cawoods could not bring

tyk&a Horn with them when they moved. On their way back

i t -began to rain causing a l l streams to f i l l with water.

The boy3 were io t going to l e t that keep; theia'from cr.osd-

ing, so every stream and river they came to, they swam the

cattle across. The boys were on the way elgh't days; they

did not lose a- cow* - . .
* •

- The rumor was that Hpke Smith had set a definite

date in which the Strip was. to be opened. Arthur told,his

father that he was going to make the run, for he wanted av '

h o m o • • • . . • . •
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the months that followed th« GbT«rnm«at gare

the cattlemen notice to move their cat t le and belongings

Strip was to be opened to homesteaders'* Many ofas the

the cattlemen defied the Government to put them out, so

the soldiers were called on to enforce

A month before the* opening-Arthur csane back to

Geuda Spring^ to his s i s te r ' s to talk to Ms brother-in-

law, Lucus E« Snyder, v?ho was a cowpuncher on the ranches

In the Str ip , He knew where some of the best land was

located* Arthur and Lucus E« Snyder both came down on

horseback, Arthur's horses was a grey mire, weighing 900

pounds, . .

1The boya registered at llunnewell* then went west

along the lin©y> On the 16th of September 1893, the sigial

was giren. at 12 o'clock noon» The boyaraad t̂o doublejbj|ck_

quite a few times as some of the creek banks were pretty

steep for a horse to go dowa» .

. At two o'clock Arthur staked thcySpufchwest f Section Z,

Township 25, Range'3.1 .The way he announced to the others

that,he had staked was with a short jacket which he wore •**

over a sweater. He took th© jacket, off and pu"6 i t o.ter a
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•mall oak tree.which stands today. He also had a stake

which bore his -name, . • . • - " " .,,

1 He and his brother-in-law stayejl on their claims

until about sundown± then they went over to a small '

qreek which u?as called Bear Creek to cook their supper

and joined e fesr others, staying all night* The follow-

ing morning the boys had witnesses to their claim, Lucus

took the. train for Enid, while Arthur started for Geuda

Springs to take.the horses ba&c to his brother-in-law's

father, . • ,

Th£v night he camped east of South Haven, his bed

was a straw stack* Monday at noon he arrived at Geuda

Springs, In the afternoon he took a train for Enid to

file* The boys were in line for four day* before they

srer:.filed* t - ^ ——iJ_ v , \

The boy*returned to their homesteads t6x start build-,

ing their housas. "The f i rs t thing Arthur^ did j|as to

a well on his brother-in-law's pla'fee so bothecbulcku^e it<

The next step was to cut enough logs to build a honseX .

I t was the 15th of October when the log house was com-

pleted* The.trees came from Arthur*s claim*
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That winter Arthur went back, to Logan County to

spend the winter. Some who stayed in the Strip^were in

a very destitute condition; laaay of the people had sojne

one in different states helping*them. .
i *

la tho 3prin* Arthur daiae. back to .his homestead.
* *

He bought a sod plow, but before he bought a plow he

borrowed one from his neighbor and broke out forty acres.

' He planted* sone corn, it was planted with a jabber planter,
but ivt did not

1 make as the ground was dry.
•. v . . . .

The. winter of *94 Arthur went doim into Logan County.

He hmiied feed back from Logan ,'t£>** the Strip. 1894 v/as a

winter that Arth\ir never, forgot. He and J. C. Burns haul-

ed together. When, they were on their way back, between

Guthrie and Jowaviile, it was so cold that Burns wanted •

to dimb up on the wagoa; when he did. he fell asleep. -' -
seeing • ' , ' • •

ArtfiurTthis made him get down and wallc* If he had aot

Burns would hav« frozen to.death, ' ',

1894! was also the first t\m they held school down • '

in the Strip. It -jras held in half dugout' and half arlum- •

ber ah^d wii3i two windows and-a door to the east. Th»

first teacher was Dora Beglc. . The 'school was held on
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B i l l Ohauey'/b place* l a tjie spring of f95 Arttanr\

- brought with him a half iron bed, a t i ck f i l l e d wi^h- •
i ' , " • m \

straw for/a mattress, a smell topsy ator^, two chairs,

a homo inside table" and .some boxes* He also brought a \

n&s .cultivator. ' ' •' „ , , * -,-

.A'new school was built the sir ins of *95,?-^t*jc 40

feet» whicii ^ t i l l stands* Church was also held there

until* a church' house was* buil t . The year's that follow^.

6d, Arthur made iinrrovements^and^broke oy/t more acreage.
"In 1898 Arthur decided-.t

from"
of his dumber/east, of Ponca the&

He hauled some

there a

. plaice located thirty-aigftt miles/
<fcrom the\r© he-also.haul-

•ed h i s lumber frora.^ ° • . ^ . • ' • . . ; • .

. Be also, planted fifty acres of corn that Spring, tbo,
. ' V • : - . -*ŵ

and the\ corn made fifty bushels to the acre. ArtEus^
" \ ~ . ' • ' T

Jiauled t^e corn to .tiksuda Springs already shelled by a hand

sheller, iahd sold i t for- 15^ a bushel. ? ' .- ; '! ' '

In. 1899, Arthur married Eva Bunch, in the years;

following Ms marriage, chickens, cows, and ho^s were

added" to the stock on his farm. '
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In 1905 Arthur r e c e i v e d M e Utaited .S ta tes Govern-

ment pa ten t* In 1915 he sold M s iiao»3tead and koYed t o

Logan County and lived there six years, then settled in

Kay County and lived there six years* He then moved

again into Grant County and did farming for one year,

then bought the place where he lives now*

The place .orthur homdsteaded was part of George

Miller's range* The way the cowboys knew when they vere

cl.ose to George Miller*s range was by a large pile of

sand which was the highest place in any direction* I t

"was called the iiald Sand Hiill but time and ainds have

well hidden the place* If ai^" of the cowboys were' lost

and tney could set to that sand-hill. Vney knew then their

directions* . , '

•Ehe f i rs t funeral that .arthur witnessed waa.when "the

old SaJLt fork .was up* The^ had to take the casket across

on a raft to* the other side x.o the ceasetery* The men ,

Slraja acroas.«ith the raft*

In .19&G there VSL3 a real honest-to-goodness crop .

failure* ' , - * '.


