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2. Post Gffice Address. Lawton, Oklshoma _ -
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necessary and attach flmly to this form. , Number of sheets
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An Interview with Mrs. Evd Cash,’ :
406 B, Ave., Lawton, Oklahoma. - e
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1

I was born in Gezmaﬁy, tﬁe eastern part near Russia,

many years ago and came to Lmerica ﬁith my family wﬁen 1
was a small girl. We4liVed in North -Dakota several years.
In some way ﬁw father heard thai an old ffiend of his from
back in the old country‘ﬁas in Oklehoma, A few months l;ter,
after cofresponding with t§13 f{iend{uFétﬂer decided to move
to Cérney; It was at Carney that i met the Cash famjly; I
later was mar&ied to ¥.5. Cash. / ‘

-~ We moveq to falifornia fgr a few yeérg4/§eturﬂing éo

:0klahoma during the ;ummér of 1901, We had tried to locate -
in California but as this was such a heal£hy place ahq all

of us would get so homesick when we Wereﬂaway, my‘husband,

my brother, George‘Young, the baby boy and I came here, Ve
reached Lawtog in gugust, 1901, Although the change was not

we benefitted in health by
80 noticeable to,a certain extent,/chenging gradually frof a

- €00l mojst climate to a drier climate and a graduallj golder

‘winter weather,
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WeAgought three lota'dﬁring the séle at.fhe‘opgning
;t ngton. At once we put up tents fq li;e-in, %é aiao
put Qp éents to rente . In on; tent we'had a lunch and
cold drink stand, also some groceries., At en early dey
we built a hous% to live in and soon started out in pheh

Ll

coal business.

This was a beautiful c@untry; such tell grass,
~ beautiful trees and flowers, even though it was very ary.
There was an ebundsnce of wild f£ruit énd‘game when the
white people first came here. I started out to.run the
coal busine;s for my husband while he and my brother
operated some cotton ginss, at one time they had seven gins.
Everybody worked. Oge could hardly resti at nights there
. was so much nsise of hammers; peoplé were Busy and all en=-
joying this pioneering.:AMbne& was spent freely with the
thought that }t would be made back.gbong As the town grew,
our business grew., \ie bought lots. and s0ld lots. At one
time we ouwned the iot where the Kress Store now staqda; we
bought it to bujld my'dream’home on, I lost my husbdnd,
then it was up to nme to carry on all the business and raise
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my children; there were four boys and one g1£l. As our
little town seémed so prosperous I thought I could do
a good part by my children as we have always been knéwn
‘to have wonderfux“scﬂools aﬁd chﬁrcheq, good citizens,
good weter and good ‘laws. L . . :

In tﬂe early dayé among thefirsty things I did was
to have a nice cave put down. The little town of~8nyaer
was blown away. That frightened the people here fery

_ BN R
much when we had bad looking clouds. Our cave was a
neighborhood cave, as it was ‘¢lose in, everyone came to
itO g ’ H

{A large prairie fire threatened the town once.
Pedple didn't know what to do. We hitched our old horse
up to the buggy and drove down to omne o? the 'gins on the
south side of town. The men had fought fire until they .
were exhausteds. My faﬁily and I stayed at the gin expect:
ing to leave at amy minute when the fire got closer. Meﬂ:
fought fire all night, the wind was high end f1res4broke out
yery~often; finally the q&ifvéhanged and soon stopped dblow-

ing or we would have been buzfed out,



