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FIELD WORKER THAD SMITH JR.
Indian-Pioneexr Histoxy Projoot S-149
May 21, 19%7.

INTEBVIEH WITH JOEN GASEY ’
516 Pennaylvania Ave.,Chickasha,Okle,
Born May 11, 1878, Texas. )

Nams of father Cornelius Gasey
Born North Carolina.
Name of mother Margsret Atwood
Born South Carolina.

1 came to Thackerville, Oklahoma in the Chickasaw"

NTtion September 1, 1687 when 1 was nine years old, I

Il péd my father drive a unéll herd of cattle from =

xas. Befofe Ve forded Red River we put brush 13 the
ri“mr to hold the cattlo and horaec out- of the yuick-

BTM.

| [ Thacker ran the store of Thackarvnlo, and Frank

Criner did the freighting from Ganesville, Texas.

There wers two ferrijosnear thers, one was Brown's

f
!

l‘frry and the other was Sacr‘et'a Ferry. . L/

My rathor farmed near Thackerville for a couple of

yLa aid off his eotton rows with a Goorgia Stock

~ plow, and planted his cotton with & banpl with a hole

L
the side of it, about the size of a silver dollar. As

the barrel rolled over cottonseed would d:;op‘out the hole.
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The cotton was cultivated with a double shovel. The double

shovel just cultivated onc side of a row at a time, having
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bale cotton td’tl;? acre, and ginned his cotton at

Thegkervilie. There the¥ 'had a steam power gin, end

horse pover screcn press. s team of horses was hiteh

|

ed to the press end driven arruna and around, THis

3
lightensd & screen, end pressed the cotton. Cotton

/

gold from eight to twelve centa&a,pound. j
When we got to Thackervill » there was practically

no law. Ft. Smith, Ar’kaneaa,h\ad\juriadiction over Okla-/v

homa. UnitedBStates, Marshals had\\a hard time finding

places to stay over night. As there were a good n}a;ly

outlaws in the Teri'itqry, and psople were af;'aid to.

let the outlaws know that they would keep & U.S. Mar-

shal. i

In 1889, I moved with my folks to Purdy, which was
ten miles south )of Ilindeay: Thqr; 1 attended school
in a box houss, taught by iaude MoQuirter. .1 stud ted
the Blue back _spoiler. Mthirfoys reader and Ray's
arithmetic: We aat'on..a‘_-‘énébheon seat, which is half

of a log. The log is B.Iéli‘i 'énd smoothed down, then *
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pupils. H. C. Havis was a Baptist preachor" /o pr-ach- : %
o st Purdy. Later Dr, Austell taught achooh I S 'f
moved to0 Red Bluff and my teacher thoro was nam-d Zaml:r ; 3j“.
Robbins. R} o r oo
The ehickaaqga and Choctaws dressed lik% wh)ito I \
. people and the majority wore shingled hair: Th:Kiowas o %‘;&

and Comnchas wore only a gee atring in tho summer and
blankets in the winter. I underatand thaﬁ" Kiova. and
COmalchoa u:;d to woar butralo robea with the hair naxt
to them in &he winter time and this kept them warm..

About. 1900 enother boy and I were staying nper

" Port Sill, and he Had chillsy I kné¥ Humpo, a Kiowa -

>

nedicine men, who said he could oure the chills. Ny
friend refused to take his medicine for several days,

but finally decided §o ry it, waich be 41d, and he never
hﬁ another &111. The medicine was made of bark and roots

and the scrapin@ ot a cov horn all powdored up fine. The

} -
boy\aai7/ ‘1t was a bitter dose bnt it surely cured 'the chilll.
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1 new Poriconio, a Comenche gambler and horse
Talser. H was a shrewd gambler and played monte
most of the time, and he rai‘aad some good horses. | .

1 have gone to Indian camps to get some of
than at night, and they would pretend to be aaloer '
» until I %0id them w‘ho 1 was. -,

~I h'avo sean well educated Indians go bask %o
their 514 ways and customs after graduating from
school.

One time I rode from Anadarko to Ft, Sill,
horseback and on m' way 1 saw Géronimo, who was
then a prisoner of war. bLe and some others were
all painted up and were having’ a var dance. I N
raportod the incident to quartermaster sergeant at
Ft. sill. and he put me on duty with a rifle; think- |

ing Goronimo and his friends might attack the tort.



