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INTERVIEW WITH JOHN CASEY"
516 Pennsylvania Ave. ,Chic kasha tOkla,
Born May 11 , 1878, Texas.

Kama of father Cornelius Gasey
Bom North Carolina.
Name of mother *%rgaret Atwood
Born South Carolina.

1 came to Thackervil le , Oklahoma in the Chickasaw

Natjion September 1 , 1887 f when 1 was nine years o l d , I

h^ljped my'father drive a email,herd of c a t t l e from

T<nj&s. Before we forded Red **iver we put brush in the"

'to hold the c a t t l e and horses out of the quick-

oaiid.

ftp:

Thaoker ran the store of ThackBrrille, and Frank

Her did the freighting from Ganesrille, Texas.

1j

There were two ferrjesnear there, one was Brown's

F^rry and the other was Sacretfs Ferry.

My father farmed near Thackerv Ille for a couple of

[aid off his cotton rows with a Georgia &tock

>w, and planted his cotton with a barrel with a hole

the side of i t , about the size of a silver dollar. As

thin barrel rolled over cottonseed would drop out the hole.

The ootton was cultivated with a double shovel. The double

ahovel just cultivated ons side of a row at a time, having
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to make * full round for each row. My father raised

bale of cotton tor the acre, and ginned hie cotton at

The/flcerville. There thef'had a steam power gin, and

horse power screen press, a team of horses was hitch

ed to the press and driven around and around* This

lightened a screen, and pressed the cotton. Cotton

sold from eight to twelve cents a pound.

When we got to Thackerville, there was practically

no la*. Ft. Smith, Arkansas,had\jurisdiction over Okla-
\ '

homa. United States Marshals had a hard time finding

places to stay over night. As there were a e°pd many

outlaws in the Territory, and people were afraid to.

let the outlaws know that they would keep a U.S. Mar*-
shal.

In 1889, I moved with my folics to Purdy, which was

ten miles south of Lindsay. There 1 attended school

in a box house, taught by Maude MoQuirter. . I studied

the Blue back speller. MoGuffeys reader and Ray'B

arithmetic- We sat on a-puiicheon seat, which i s half

of a log. The log i s sp l i t and smoothed down, then
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holes bored in the rounding under'side and legs driven ;
' ' . . " « * /"

in. Maude McQuirier taught as many as one hundred. ,

pupils. H. C. Havls was a Baptist preacher who preach- , .

ed at Purdy. later Dr. Austell taught schools • I .-

, ' ' '' J

moved to Bed Bluff and my teacher there ̂  was named Zack « y,
- ^ • ;; • • ^ - * ' r

Bobbins. «- . _.*"'

The 6hickasaf s and Choc taws dressed l ike white
> • "-v

people and the majority wore shingled hair. *he Kiowas . %A

and Comanohes worn o n l y a g e e s t r i n g i n t h e summer and

blankets i s the winter. 1 understand that Kiowas and

Comahches used to wear buffalo robes with the Jialr next

to them in the winter time and this kept them warm.

About. 1900 eaothe? boy and 1 were staying nter

Fort S i l l , and he had ohi l l8 | 1 knew Humpo, a Kiowa .

medicine man, who said he could our* the chi l l s , tty

friend refused to take, his medicine for several days, :

but finally decided to try i t , which he did,7and he never

had another chi l l , ^he medicine was made of bark and roots

and the scrapings of a con horn a l l powdered up fine. The

boy said i t was a bitter doss but i t surely cured the ch i l l s .
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I knew Perioonio, a Comanche gambler, and horse

raiser. Es *as a ahrswd gambler and played monte

moat of the time, and he raised some gpod horses.

1 have gone to Indian oampo to gat aorne of

them at night, and they would pretend to be aolee;

until I told them who I waa. -^.

I have eean well educated Indiana go baok to

their old waya and cuatoma after graduating from

eehool.

One time I rode from ^nadarko to Ft. S i l l ,

horaebaok and on my way X saw Geronimo, who waa

then a priaoner of war. &e and some others were

a l l painted up and were having a war dance* I

reported the incident to quartermaster sergeant &t

Ft. S i l l , and he put me on duty-with a r i f l e ; think-
r

Ing Geronimo and his friends might attack the fort.


