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Field Worker‘s name Jéh@,_l_)ggg}_l_erth -

- .

This' report made on (date) _apnil 26, 1937,

\l ' 5 ' .
1. Feme . Audrew J. Uarnes. ‘ -
2.  Post Nffice Address _ gnlpmnr, oklehoma. ;

4

3. Residence address (or=location) Route 2.

4, DATZ OF 3ITRTH: ~ ’.nth September .. Day 10 Year _ 1876,
5. Flace ..t virth . “&uuhla+~9kiah9ma-‘

IS

e - e r—— 1

6. Yame of Father £13_uarnes Place of birth (Gaddo.

Other informati~ -beut father

Y .
7. Name O~ tler Maggie E._&qgle‘s.:_ Pluce of birth (addo.

Other informabic:a. ub ub rotler

vTotes ar eomplete nzI‘I‘ ibive .wy:x e .Tisld w-rker dea..mb w*th the
life and stofy - tle aebpon intervigyed.,  Refer t. Sonual-for
suggestad sud Jects ang wlﬁs. icns. Jontinue on blank sheets if
necessary and wtiach firmiy to this form. -Number of sheets
attached 6 .. T . .o
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April 26, 1937, R

An interview With Andrew J. uarnea; ' .
Route 2, Medford, Uklahoma.

!
i . "

Hy'pafents were Bli varnes and Maggie‘Ellis Cﬁrnes,
both born north of ngdb,'indian Territory. Father was a
stockﬁan. 1 have one brother.

1 was born near Caddo, September 10, 1876. When I was
8 éhild my parents told me storieg of bears and hunting.

L went to a neighborhood school in Caddo. The.building
was a frame building. We had hewed log seats. My teacher
sat on a stool mad; from a block eight inches wide, six inches
thick andihnlwe incﬁes long, with holes bored in it, and three

- woodenr pins stuck in it for legs. His desk was made of &
.sycamore block. 1 attended this school for five years Qld
_then 1 entered Spesncer academy éor indiqns'near Bugo, and

__finished my high 8chool course. This building is still in
. existence. Hare i learned blacksmithing,’bérbpring, carpenter-

ing and farming. . became & farmer and stockman. There were

_ & hundred aﬁd,fifty boys in school gt the pimé‘i waé there.

He fa;sed oﬁrﬁéﬁn gérdpns. We cl;ared und brdkn‘forty'acros
ofyground in four days at this acadehy oﬁe year vwhile & wa?‘

/

there, wr. Jeoter waé the Juperintendent at that time. /
o ' ‘ ) ) l'L) o ' - /

!
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We bought our supplies at Caddo.

\ .

\ There was no'gpne:;gjge gave hides for whit we bought.
.| If theré was any change

oming to us, we received hides. Lf
\they owed us 15 cehts, we.received three small hides. If
| ' i 4 R

' %hay owed us $1.00 we received a large hide. We bought very

li\ttle .

ach fgmiiyvraised a Tom‘Fuller patch‘of corn, consisting

of three t0 six acres, and from this corn we made several

.

.different things.

. 7 ¥We made mhsqurom'the meal. The meal was madé b§‘placing
it on a block and pounding it with a pestle or maul until it

was ground fine. 1t was parched and ground to make & cereal

- which was eaten with sugar and water. .Another corn product
which we ali liked was Banaha, This was nade of meal which
was cooked. Beans were mixed with it. Then this was wrapped

in corn shucks and boiled again ntil cooked thoroughly.

i

another corii product was coffee. The grains of corn

were parched untiirﬁIéck, ground and made into coffee.

'

Father and some of our‘noighbors would go hunting each.

‘fall and bring home venison which they wduld'dry and bar-

tecue * for winter use. We never put our hogs in pens. We
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would go to the ﬁoodé and round up as mdny hogs as we yanteq,

ki1l and dress them, and take the meat home to cure for .

T
winter use. We also had bkef at any time,, and bear meat was

no luxury for us,

The horses belonged to the tribel\ Any time we wanted a
pony tc.> ride we went to the herd and got the one we wanted.

OCur clothes‘ Were hand-made . Mc;ther ve the.cloﬁh on -
an old fashioned ;l.oom; spun her own thread and made our
clothes. Each night befare going to bed my brother and
would have to pick a shoe fwll .0f cottouseed out of the
cotton which we~'had raised. We Iié\ed plaited rag strings in

~ wooden ‘bowls of tallow tor lights. Yo wore only mocassins

on our feet; and they were made of buckskin. We tanned this

buckskin wurselves by covering it with bark. 1t was then

&

buried: for dayé. we took it up_and rubbed over a bpard
nailed to @ tree until the m Then we would /‘ ,

cover it with tallow and bur, it gegain. ‘Thiq would givz it

velvety finish. 'Then it yas ready *tgo.b)e made intd moccasins.

’~

‘These were usually decoratefd ‘with beads. .

o

. . We X sed wooden and buffalo horn spooné for mating.

i
s . I N 4 . .
\_ There were ,}o knives nor fprks. - : :
- - . . N 4 - K
R , . c.
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Eoke berry julce was used for.painting our faces for

»

darces., ) ) "

"1 uas born in a 1og house which was built in 1855. it

Q

/ is still standing. it had three rooms-with puncheon or hewad
-, log floors. The logs were morticed together. There wasn't .
- <@ pail in it. Pins made from bois d'are trees held the 1dgs
-;n place.. There were no windows. The doors were made of .

hewad logs and hung on wooden hingeés which worked on bois

»

d'arc pins.

. - . . r / .
The rafters’ were put on with bois d’arc pins at the

4

heel and at the %op. Three foot boards were laid on lath

and pinned‘on‘with bois d'arc pins, The hougse was painted

. / .
with sand and lime., We made our own lime. We laid a row of

»

logs, then & }ow of lime rock and a row of loés)and 80 on'

until they were piled higher than our heads, Then we built

L\

a log heap around this and set them afire. When this was

<

., & ,

burned we had our lime.

W, had no dottors: except herd. doctors: They made thei{

/
‘medicines out of barks and roots. Their pills were made of \\
Mayappla chill tonic' was made of cherry bark and dogwood A\

‘\
.
.

They used\buzzard oil for rheumatism. i very well remember

N
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attending a Stomp and MQdicinefdance of the CUreeks-at rerry's
/
Crossing on. the banadian fiver, in the Ureek Nation. At

.thiﬁ/dance they would f&st for three days, take a half tea~ ‘
" cupful of medicine each day for three days and feast for

thre? days. When a white ‘person married into the uhfékgsaw'
tribe hé mst go fhrough this ceremony as a sort of initiaﬁion

intoc the trive.  There was no.escape . They would g0 hunt the

ne%ly-marrled man or woman and bring him or her in. AL they

!

refused to do as told then they would make - the brldP or . bride-
‘groom drink a cup ¢f buzzard oil, by stlcking a feather’in the

- 0il and putting it down' the t%réaﬁ of the victim.

if a murder was committed it was ‘death for the myraérer.

He mas told fo'feporﬁ at a cpfta;n place on a‘set date, and
. . ,l( N

~ Lo

he . would aiwgys be there. They.never cqnfiﬁéd a.criminal in

jail. When he caze to be killed he would remove his shirt
4 . . . - N ' .
"and a cross was made over his héart with gunpowder and water, . +

-for the ganmen to shoot'ai. There were three of four gunmen,

:but olly one had & loaded gun. When the signai was glven'alil
, _

' guns were fired at the, Sume time‘and the murdérer was killed.
A :

. They used whipping posts, for those who stole or committed

..

other mlnor crimes. ?hqse offenders weres givep a hundred and

. . .
. »
- s - A ¢

)
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fifty licks. My grandfagher.came from mississippi in 1838 N
wheh he ‘was twenty-two years old: His name was Harfis
Carnes, He freighted twice a year over the Fort Towson,

LY o

Fort Arbuckle and Fort Cobb roads. He used a team of eight

. oxen, and received $500.00 a trip. He had a plow made out

L.

of a dogwood tree, ‘With two limbs for the handle, and a crook

made the foot-piece and beam.

His breaking plow was made of wood with a wooden mold *

board covered with cowhide greased with tallow, so that it

’

would shed the diTt.

His next plow wus a bull tongue plow made of wood, all
but the shovel. Then came the double shovel.

- A Y
Our hoes were made of sharpened crooked sticks which had

grown in the shape of hoes.
1 was iarried to. iyrtle Sparks, Uecember 25, 1698, We
had three boys énd ons girl, all living. We moved to the

Chickasaw Nation in 1905 and have lived here continuously

S'I.IICe »



