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Field Worker¥s name Ethel B, Tackitt,
This report made on (date) _ September 16, 3 193 7
Lone Wolf, Kiowa County, Cklahoma.

1. Neme Dors Matthews, Sarpenter, &

é., Post Office Address __Lone Wolf, Kiowa Coutny, Uklahcma,

Residcnce address (or locabion)lone Wolf City.

DATE OF BIRTH: Month September . Day 19  year1881

Place of birth _ Collins County, Texas.

Y

Neame of FatherJdames C. liatthews ' Place of birth Missipsippi.

Other information about father Known for kindliness to all ]beople.

Neme of Mother Mary Berry Ma tthews. Place of birth Tennessee

Other information about méther Pioneer Mothey.

-r

otes or complete narrative by the field worker dealing with the life and
tory of the .erson interviewed. Rcfer to Manual for suggested subjects
nd questions, Continue on blank sheets if necessary and atvach firmly to

is forms Number of sheets attached 7 .
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Ethel B. Tackitt,
Field Worker,
September 16, 1937.
) L
An Interview with Mrs. Dora Mabthews Carpenter,
Lone Volf, Kiowa County, i : -
Oklshoma. :

‘ I was born in Collin County, Texas, September 19,

® .
188l. My fether, Jemes C. Matthews, was & native.of

(?viississippi“and my mother, Mery Berr’y Iu;atthews"wa/s born
3 - . / .

n

in Tennessee but they \camé to Texas ard settled in Collin -

Y

» County from which,plice they moved to the Chi cke saw Nation

in 1885 and settled near the present town of Lebanon in
~ A} ’ . .

= larshall County. Since that time ﬁfty-two( years agé,
there hes been only one year, 19?24, that my mother who

is ;ret lix;ing hastnot lived. in the vieinity of L‘eb‘anbn,

amd in that yeur her post officse ;vas lone “o0lf, Kiowa

%
Father rented land from & white man,, orr Dirk, who

County.
had it leased from en Indien, and we fermed. There wes
plenty of wild turkey and all other kird of geme, also
lots of fish in tue streams.. Fa}thér huntéd and fished i
bu% ‘it was olizly to supply food for his family end that

wb?.c"h we di‘tl not; need he gave to dur nei hborj, meny of
f'l - ' g .

3



whom were Indians as there wert many more Indians than
whi te people in the country at \that time. ‘e had many

friends emong the Imdiens as Father end Mother took care-
. !

o be kind ond hdnest with them|but at the seme time they

]

lived in their way and we lived lin our way.

The Indians were mostly Chidkesaws und were civilized

L 4 . .
and many were well educated. In {their homes they were

§) .
like white people, some were clTaa and "‘kept their homes

well, whiIe others were dirty® and {shiftless. Very few

. indians hed muéh f{urniture.in tl?eixf homes, what they had

wes mostly beds and cooking equipmbnt. &1l these lnd:iéns *
& ' S

L3

lived in houses; I do not J;rememt er|any tepLes.

iie 1ived in & log house chifnidd and d%ubed with red
' - ;
clay. The water we used vcs drgwn [from a well with buckets.
. ) " ‘
We used coal oil lemps, made ouxn-owjn clothes, id our own

‘\, | ‘ ‘
home work and liother visiteqd amgng fhe siclq;l%bth Inddan =

and x;/hi’te. #e did not maké the ¢loth for our klothes. . l\
\ _ .

Father rented from two Indians,

1.

8
etfer some years lessed land %m

¢

i

638V, .Tne McClish family wef
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and we lived right'ﬁq r them, in faect, so close that

A
F 4

when we washed our {‘clothes we used the tubs and pots -

o - :
which were in the McClish yard as the well from which
- -‘. ! )
we got water wes near_er their house than it was ours.

. My brother and si ster who were both older than

» I went to dances ar}xd, of course, the young Indian

also went. Iﬁy'parents did not want us to go with the

Indien boys and girls &s they tﬁought it was not best

for the lndians and whites to marry. I}‘hexe wes a young

Indian mén in'the community of the nsme of ‘Ellis Keel .

who was nice looking and well educated as there wes an

‘Indian school called the Indian Academy, one and one

telf miles southwe st of lebanon. /The nsme of one teacher
\ 8 vwhitesel and the other was named Derick and both were

- \

whlte men 80 the Indian children had much better oppors
i
tumties for eduoation than *se white children did.

' \This young rﬁan Ellis Keel &rank a great deal and ‘at
‘this dance whichlmy brob@; and sistsr annie, attended,
he was drinking, but le came ana asked my si ster to dance \
with hin; She refused to dance wi‘th \him and she and my

\
\
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brother came hom«%; Shortly after this incident, Sister .
Anmnie and I went‘ovar to Mrs. Mcélish'é yard to do our
family washing and Hed the water, fire, and the clothing

all yeady for work, when{this'young Indian, Ellis Keel,

came out of the house. He was still drinking and he seid,

+

"Miss Annie;you would not dance with me tp@ other night". 4

-

, Annie did not know what to do and we were both frightened.
Ellis Keel,said, "You wait a minute", and walked back into

3
tfe house, We did not wait; we scrambled pver the rail
&

fence back of the smoke-house and.ran homeras fast as we
) .
coulds ne did not go back that day but leff all the wash-

ing 1us%*as it was.

. .

" e did‘no? see any mors of Ellis Keel for & while but

later he was engaged to a White?girlAin the neighborhood
ard they were to be married at & little house used for a

church. when youn: Keel came to marry her he was drunk
him . ’
and the giTl refused to go with/to be-married. Ellis Keel

took the marriage licemse ocut of his pocket and burned it

Fa

upe Then as he was passing a house where scme negroes

lived he bvegan to éhogffat than. The negroes ran into the

-
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A

house and'reéurnedkthe fire, shooting tﬁrough the-holes ’
between the'logs.wh e the chinks were out. In the 'gun
bettle which followed) Ellis Keel's axm was almost shot
off end later it had to\be taken off. e lingered sev-
-.aral_months but later ‘diled from effects of the gun shot. .
Our family felt that Sistér Amnie might have been engaged
to bimfhad’not our parenis used jud;méht'in handling tméﬁﬂ

I

situation. . .
Some of the white peopie around us here'more to be
.-feared than the Indiuns; there were two fa@iliés, the
Pollaras and ' Brassfields, who. created the worst condition
I ever _remember. The wi;;s of these ‘twd-mcn beceme enténgled
‘yith two other white men,'Lém.and Ode{} and ?fdered their
fwn hugbends to leave the country. Pollard did-as he was
%0ld and .deft while Braégfield rergined at home. . Brass-
field had been ;issing for about a,weck and one night my
fathér and .bther were gittiﬁg upyéithjthe'KcClish faﬁily
who had a sick boy, when one of ‘our neiéhbors came and

wanted Father to help, search for Mr, brassfield but Father

did not go. & few days leter Father saw some buzzards

’
- !
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flying Qround and s he had'shot a deex", shortly bgfore
.and had failed to find it in the “brush, told Mother that
he would walk out into the vToods snd see wket the bu%zards
. were after and not fer awey in stepping down into a .ﬁ‘ittle
;avine, Father saw Mr. Brassfield lying dead. Nr. Drhss-
field had been to the' little store neerby and was walking’
.. back with his hands filled with groceries when he had:been
shote
Father returned home greatlykdisturbed for he knf'aw ‘
that he mmust report what he had found. to the officers and
he ¥new that more tha: likely he would also be killed as
he ws tﬁe mein witnegs. He reported the matter to the .
officers end they srrcsted Lem end Udell taking them to
Fort Jnith, arkansas, where the Territorial Court wes con—
ducted at that time. . TI;e women were also ‘taken to jail.
.Lam and Odel were oohvictéd and hanged but t\he~twoh women
were later released, | |
e continued to farm and as? the years wen? by the. ..

" country settled up but condi tions were quite different

then fr&m wha‘t. fmey are now, when trevelers,/came by,
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which they often did and asked to purchase hay, eggs or
milk, my parents never thought of charging them for 'such
things. Father would gé out to the barn and get a bale

<

of hay or a few bundles of feed and give 1t to them,
, ' . ' . u
' likewise egys snd milk waz glways given to travelers
with the invitation to camp near thé house so that they
could havé water from the well,:

'My parents lived ‘together sixty-eight vears and reered
a largse famil;' in'h%a‘rshall_. County. . Father died there oﬁ
July.27; 19837 ;n@ I'\\{othe‘_r still lives at Lebanon. I heve
lived in iﬁowa"County,'w_it’h the exception of a short time
. when I was in Texas, sirce 1904, 1 havehd‘one ny *p.art to~

ward the settling uy the Kiowe Country zs vwell as the

Chickesaw -ation.



