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i ;amé_ffbmw&iaaouri lo &mkaﬁiﬁa wi£§ hy;ﬁpfenta 1i the
}ear, 1876. ‘Te came by rail umtil we got to Fort Gibeom amd’
w;;t from there to Afkemsas ia & wagom. . The Ridge ami Ross

farties w;fg‘fightiié wher we came by Fort Gibaon;

The warriors would come by our wagon and we waré“?oally
rrightanod but they told us that they were mot botherimg the
whites. 'They told us that it was am Indiam figh;.

One might there was a white mam killed ebout a mile from
wheres we were campsd at Fort Gibson, and ome night/& white
wamal cams by our camp 8md told us that her husbamd was an
Indﬁa; aid he was supposed to be comimg homs. If the deigns
caught him_ they would kill \hir_n‘so she was goimg to head him

off amd have him go the other way.

i

-

Or our waj we crossod the rivers where the Gramd amd
Arkalsas Rivorn meet. Onme river, the Grand/éivor, was clear
and the other the Arkemsas, was mddy. WUe crossed the

Ar&ansaa River at Fort Smith.
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I met amd marrigd;Mr.-baalés;rry u:dzé; and I and
threo childron oame to the. Tcrrxvory in 1898, ‘7o were On
'the road threo dayt 11 a- eoverod ;uzxgon.‘~

It rained on us all the way ard ore n»ight w& wore
-camped out amd it rainod 80 we oould not cook amy breakfast. °
Te crossed the Arkansas’ Rivar at Fort Smith and weat on to
a stors and wh;n we: got there thore';ns anoth;f‘famili
there. Dr. {grr;ia was ruaniag the store so we amd the

other family at thé atore ate breskfast with him.
| Tom Stooi. Mrs. Jarral's brother,had_built a log cabia
closs by the qtoro aid as 1t fept raining they told us to
Qtop-andxstqy ia this cabia until the raia was over.

There was anot@qr'log cabia meéarbdby so this‘other‘ramily
moved imto it. The house we lived in 4id mot have amy
fireplace so we had to cook outside Q; a campfire. Thin
other house had a fireplace but had mo gabdble,

Tﬁe mex latt‘uq here amd weat or farther into the .
»Territory to look aroun& some. -

The right wae/c0ld 80 I took my childrem and weat amd
sfayod that night with our meighdor, and alomg about dark

the dogs became restless. While we wers eatimg supper,
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wo heard a loud noiae'in the distance. Some of the dogs
would run. and £ark éﬁd sor@ of taem would try to get in the
house. Laéer in the night we wéra awagened‘by.a noise

Wwhich was close to the house: _here was the most awful
f'acream I 'had eéer heard and we u;re 8o scared that we did not
know what to do; we' were exp;cting"aomething to spring in
_at the gAb}; g4 eat every one of us. The next day a
panther was killed not fer from where we wers then,and we

knew thét it was the scream of this panther which we had

heard. - '

The'men came back and my husband cut up some wood. »Be‘
then moved a woman and hei goods over into Arkansas. ’
The other family, who had been living near us, went -

over into the Chgrokeé country.
It kept raining and my husband was delayed in coming back.

.My wood was all gone. _I‘would cut wood a while and ory a
while. I would go over who}e the fivepleace was and get
warm and then éo back where I could losk up the houss.

e garried water from a well which belonged to a neigh-
bor némed Yrs. 5pry. She oamekover ons eveﬁ;ng and asked
us £otgo over to her house for the night. I was goigg over

there after water wﬁon I saw & woman coming,oarpying a

baby in her arms. She wanted to stay all night. I told her
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that Mrs. Spry might keep her . The women with the baby
asked Mre. Spry if she and the paby ocould stay all night,

" but Mrs. Spry refused. It was cold and‘raining so I could not

I
{

turn the woman and the baby away. I took her and the baby'
iﬁto our house but I was so acared that I took the ax into
"the house and ePdry time this woman would move I would ait up
in the bed and ';tog her. She told me that her husband h;d .
died and she was trying to get to her paople.
’ "My huabaqd came back. Héihad bought a cow.
Ae want fwehty-five miles north of Fort Smith near a
1ittle téwn called ShakerAg, in the Choctaw Nation.
| ‘We got there with a ;un—doﬁn wagon and a plug team and
two dollers in money. %e rented some land and moved into a
. one-room, log ﬂ;uuo. It hadaone shed room.
’My husband ﬁad‘to.get out and work to msake money to
buy food, s. we never got:; rurroy plowed until the first of
March.
' ur
My husband plowegagfouﬁd and plented it but the sprouts
grew up until it looked lik; a wilderness and people would -

come by and say that our crop was lost.
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I took our boy, seven years old, and we fook.an ax and

; oub thone aprouta down and dug the ueeda out of the cotton
" and we also plantod some oats. 0 i .

I never saw anything grow 1ike our crop and when we 36;
it laid by we went baﬁk to Arkansas on & visit. ﬁb had been
so homasick to go back but had not Ysen able to go ﬁack to
Arkansas bq:oro,\but when we got.back to Arkansas and saw
what little cotton and corn orops'éhe Arkansawyers had we
were not homesick for Arkansas any more.

7o came back tdfahakerag and gathered our crop, 6nr'
cotton made a hale to the acre and our corn and oafs were
just as fine as they could be, Naar us was a great deal
of fino'rruit. |

- Thore was a little glade which ran down from’ the houso _‘

and I could go down into this glade and gather any amount ot

atrawberliios and plums of many different kinds. The grape g ‘ ’:
vines were as high as my head’ and every vine waa blaok with

" grapes from the top to the ground. Also, there war@,lﬂr8°~.A {
N quagtitioa of fiehﬁ The men madgla fish ¥fap’and would'ggxi

fish by the sackful.
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‘One time they caught so many eré that they hed to get
the wagon agd,yhey'oaugﬁt 1t full, ahd thsy took the wagon
| and carried fish to the psople all over the country.
| The wild turkeys would come up in the yard and eat with
my chickens and one day a drove of turkeya‘oame up close %o
" the ﬁouse and my husband gg; a gun and went out to shaot at
\thfm but just as he was ready to.ahoot'&éﬁffck Bit Rim $n
the eye. Something had scarsd thess turkeys snd they flew up
in @ tree end T counted them as they flew and there were
. thirteen of tham. | o
uy hu.band saw two deor but he Juat had a shot gun. He
said that if'he had had a rifle he could have ahot them, 80

A

he tradod for a rifle’ but he fniever saw any more deer,

While we were at Shakerag an Indian man °fm° up ;o the '
_yard fence and set his gun down and éhen we aakqh him what hs
wanted he just stood there and would no; speak and when
dinner was ready, we aeked him in to dinner, Hérbegen to

amile and we round out thax he ocould talk just as good as any

-

?

oneo.
Our children went to school in a little Log school house.

The nams of it was Glory amd the teacher's name was Waterfield.

»
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W¢had Subscription Schools for a while untilvwo}paé ‘
that tﬁey would not work 8o we went to having blook schoo;;.
- We lived in Shekerag three years and fheg moved -twenty-

' five miles weat, near Hcldenville,batween two little towns,

1]

and loagoq loRG from 2n Indian, a Choctaw. %o lived here
for three years and farmed..

There was a spfing close to us frpm which the railroad
,company wanted to gst ;atq: for their trains. This spring
belonged to an Indian ‘nemed Rabbit. He let thém have this
spring and watched the work;ra for the raiiroad £ix 1% all up. .
They dug it ell cut and walled it up with ties and co§erod
it over and when they gét it all donse thiqilndian,put up a
door with a lock on it and would not let them get water
" without paying him for it. After'that it was called Habbit
_Spring. - S | ,

%o leased land from an Indien nemed: Amos Nelson, who
- was always coming and wanting aomstﬁing. %¥a would give'him
whatever he agked us for and we gave him a little book 'in

which to make a msmorandum of everything which we gave him

"'and he 1iked.us very much.
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.&h; Chootawsd had some land aalés for which they had
sealéd bids, Rabbit wanted my husband to bid and buy '
hie land and toid my husband to g0 ahead qnd bid that 1%
would not mdke any difference nhat the bid, that he could
have his 1aEQ for two thousand dollars.
"Rabbit said that. they could go inside of the house and

sattle it and that it was ‘.obody's business what wont on
. - v

o

,,dee ghe tw6 walla.’»“ - =

“#hile -‘we were here my husband was over in Holdenville
ong day and the sheriff asked him if he did not need a hand.
There was a Creek Indish who had been thrown in jail for
being drufik. My husband'paid this Indian's fine and brought
him out %o the farm to work hla fine out. This Indian had
the name or leing lazy but he was one of the beat workers I
ever saw. When he had worked his fine out he was sorry thatgs.
ha had to leave us,

¥We lived here n;ar Holdeavills for three years and
made‘good crops but sickness overtook us as the children had
chills and fever moat of the time, anq ﬁy husband's ﬁealth

‘ gave way 80 we left thef& and moved over into 014 Oklshoma

and bought & farm, fifteen miles.north of Stroud, and dbuilt
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a nice houss, put out a large orchard and planted flowers.,

Qur crops madefgood and” we sold them for a good price and

it seemed that aver we;a happie}' in my life. %Ye lived
here for two yearfi%put my husband's heslth was not good
and we saw that he could not live here. 7We so0ld out avery
thing that we had and went %o exico. My husband got well
and we came. back here to Elk City and he 1lived to be .
aeventy-eighf years old,

My husband died here laét December and was laid away

in the Fair Lawn Cemetery in 3lk Ci%ty.
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