
OAHtOLL, ROBERT 0AH30N INTERVIEW 8 4 4 9 16&



163
CARROLL, ROBERT CAFSOM.

Ethel B, Tackitt,
Interviewer.
August 30, 1937.

INTEHVISW. 8449

iEnterview with Kobsrt Carson Car ro l l
Lone Wolf^Kiowa County,. Oklahoma.

„ Born February 2 5 , 1830
Father-Samuel B» Carro l l

MOfclier-Kartha Mashburn CaiToll

I was born n«ar Ben ton vi lie Arkansas^ February 25,

1080 •

In 1887 my parents, Samuel Baker Carroll and

Martha Mashburn Carroll moved our family to Texas and

Father went to work on the Hbrsham Hanch in Clay County;

their brand was SIV• We lived in Texas until the

Fall of 1389 and then we aoved to old (freer County which

was called Texas at that time, and settled on a claim

near the little post office of Loaney at the head of

Creek. '7s-

There were very few settlers in the country at that

time as almost all the land was under the control of

men and there a .number of b ig o u t f i t s which had ranches and

TV :

line camps all over the country.. ThoX/Joutfit was owned

by the Dallas Land an Cattle Company and Jesse Gibbens

was boss. TheOvi^ ( 0 1 ) outfit v/as owned by 3am and Joe



164
CARROLL, ROBERT CARSON. . BTEEKVIEi. 8449

- 2 -

White and the Swerenger BFOihers, and Sam THhite was boss*

We were like raoBt of the early sett lers; Father fork-

ed for the ranchmen and we did a l i t t l e farming but as a ,

general thine i t was too dry to raise anythine* Native

grass grew high where tftere was' blue ssge grasi in the

valleys, while the cat-tails' and stein grasses ,*rew to the1

hei:iht of a man on horoe-back al^n^ the banks of the

North Fork, the Eln For* and uhe Salt Fork of the :'ed

River. • . •

The stock wintered on this ^*ass, y/hich on account

of the usually dry climate was cured.like "hay and the

£2*een "pjrVss unde neath furnished ample food for all animals,

Antelope and deer as well as for horses and cattle* There

was so Hoich ranje that the curly Mesquite graas of the high

lands had not beea eaten off as i t now is ana this Uesquite

grass grew to-a hei&ht of six or eisht inches, \* ;"

The dread of fire was up"pannost in the minds of both

cowboys and set t lers , foi when, a prairie-fire once got a

Start aftev the grass was cured» .there was l i t t l e ch-aace

of stopping i t until i t reached gorae river too wide for

the wind to blow some .dry burning cow chips across and scatter

sparks. ' These fires were generally started
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by hunters who came, into i;Uo country and camped along

the r ivers in the Fall* These hunters were-not careful

I w e the cowman and ue t t i e r s , who watched these hunters

wherever tliey made oamp»

A cowboy would r*i e fo. wilea to see .if a camper had

lef t any f i r e . •

I have aeon these pra i r ie fiitea bum a s t r i p miles

wide trom Noi'th Fork to Red. River, while the Cowboys and

se t t l e r s fought i t by k i l l l n s a fAill qrov/n cowt cu t t in j

i t open tying a rope to each front foot and then a cowboy

on each side would fasten the rope to* the. hoin of U s sad-

dle r-.ri.<\ &rar the de-d bee.' dcv.n the l i n e o:5 f i r e whi3e

others followed on'foot with wet sacks and ?rhip;;ed out the

tufts of -rasa which were le f t burning*

* ;?ater vms scarce and or-ly to be had at a spring or -V

alon ; aor.ia l i t t l o bvunch and it.wac. not always e- sy to ket

a vvagon and baiTol fron the ranch 6r from a ^Mesterfa*

out, I 'have drunk *?ater. fi\ ... a ĉ w track in SQI-OB l i t t l e

gully where there was a see;' 3pring and .was glad to

Nobod: ever heard of a germ, but there were l o t s of

tails in the rain wat-. r whidh stood over the prairie.

i t .
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The springs and water, holes were land raarks orer

the country* liy brother, Johi Alvin Carroll, is four

years olcer than I, and he and J roamed the brakes and

prairie in every direct!on,always mindful though of the

F£.ttl8snakes which infested the cottatry*

The first person to be buried in the Liberty ^m>-

etery which is tive miles southeast of the praaei * town

of Hollie in wh<it is no* Harmon County,was the daughter

of J« 0. Hill who »ag bitten by e rattlesnake. At that

time there was little that could !<e done as it w^s miles

to a doctor and nobody else seemed to know how to treat

a rattlesnake bite« It was the custom of many cowboys

to '<ill every rattler and I knew one who owned a cdl-»

lection of more than four hundred sets o^ rattles*

Collecting the"rattles of rattlesnakes beceme an

obsession with John A£vin and me and one day while we

were enjoyin.: :. stroll over the br.kes about t»o miles
4

fr sm home, we saw near the mouth of a gyp sink kfele*

about two feet wide,an enormous rattlesnake stretched

In the sun, and John Alvin said that we roust have his

rattles. We decided that i? we hit the snake with a
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rock which vris ^ha only th ing v:9 b a d , , t h e fyvn:e would

mor8 than l i k e l y r e t in to the gyp sink hole before'we

coul get the r a t t l e s .

So. JToJui Alvin crtt a Ion7, s t ick with r fork on the

end and instructed me vhrt I ehodd do* He then jot on

the b'mk abovg, the snake nnd j'lbbed the s t ick do?/n, yo

as to f steji tfee isnal'o, oo i t coulrl/get into the hole .

He cau-.ht i i about three feet fi.$om the end of the t a i l

'and thie head end went in the hole« According to arrange-

ment I h i t the ho-d end "nth a birr rock ar.d nntinued to

pile rocks into Vie h<>la fo tenin- : the head end dom but

i t T?'.S n~t dsad; rnttlesJrrjilccs ^re '-ard t o k i l l .

Af t e" the snake rr.iB covered in 'the hole I went upon

the bank ,.j;d held the fork do n on the, body un t i l John

Alvin ton!: hi3 packet knife and ci+. off the r a t t l e s ,

which we-o twenty-two in number. IT© then'*1'tied a lonrT

buckakin s t r l n : which he had in his pocket to the t i l l of

the snake and (told rae '.hat when he s tar ted to jerk the

snalte oat of the hole, ho Yfpuld start, to nm with i t and

fo/ me to taket&e fork off an a h i t i t with a rock. I
we_

did as we had agreed and i t a l l worked out ^s/had planned
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and we finished killing It end dragged it home to show

what we had done* Father measured it and it was six

feet long but we did not tell for years how we got the

. rattles. for we knew we would get a licking for taking

so great -a risk* We collected more than three hundred

rattles *

There are few rattlesnakes in the country at this

time.. "\

• * H
iVhenll was fifteen years old I went to work for

( 0\ X ) cow outfit ar a horsd wrangler. Ford

was w,a<on bJas» My 'duties were to look after the sad-

dle" horses- for the outfit arid to help the coo. in making

camp, and to look out for water h les.

Later I.worked for the Matidoe outfit. The ranch

was, in Tex s but tlte range extended all over the country*

-The brand was4'{>'f7^/(MiAT I) on the cattle a &5G~

( Number 50 ) on the right hip of the horses^ I was a

full fledged cowboy'then and I worked foe the~x—-w-~

(Mill Irons) outfit. Their ranch was also on the

Texas side of the river and Colonel Hughes was boss. I_
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waa working for th i s outf i t when the town of Pampa, Tessa8f

was laid out s A cowhand did not stay around the ranch.

He rode the range and often was in .a l ine cjimp, many milos

away from the ranch and sometimes would no't be on the

ranch for months.

In 1898 I worked for Bil l Kenry and rode the range

in Greer County, east of the present .town of Hol l i s .

One day John" Byers,deputy sheriff^and Walter Pender-

graft field deputy of Greer County with the sheriff of

Childers county, came to the ranch and told Bi l l Kenry^

ŵho was a Peace Officer in Greer County for many years ,

that Chief Quanah Parker of the Comanche' Indian t r i be '

had reported to them that t , i r t y - f i v e or forty Indian -

ponies had Meen stolen and among then v.as his fine race-

horse and he Relieved that two Mexicans ..ere driving the

ponies.

Bil l Henry told them that I .rode the range for him '*

and to wait un t i l I got in and find out if these ponies

had crossed the range. I had seen a band of ponies driven

by-two Mexicans, a young man and a man who looked older

and I pointed out the t r a i l to them and ^hey followed th i s
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t r a i l which took them over on the Mil l I ron Range.

The Mexicans began to f ight and would not sur render ;

John Byers and the o ldes t Mexican got in to c lose q u a r t e r s ,

Byers t r y i n g to make him surrender but the Mexican got

behind a l a rge bridge tiraber which had been se t in the

ground for a pasture gate pos t . The Mexican was armed
* •

with a Winchester, while Byers had a forty-five six-shooter.

I t wad hard to shoot r. round the post anvi at last Byers

thought the Mexican had hi t him as something had struck him

on the cheek just under the eye and he thought i t had gone

through his head as the blood spurted a l l over him-. Some-

one shot the Mexican and 8yer3 called to Vatter Pendergraft

to co.ae and feel the back of h s head where he supposed

the bullet had co :e out, but on examination r-endergraft

found that i t wcs not a bullet at- a l l which had hit Byers

but a knot which had been shot o^f the post^ This was a

joLs on John Byers as long as he l.ived.

The office-rs got a l l the fcorsas except ouanah Parker 's

racehorse. The young Mexican was riding that horse and got

away on i t . Bi l l lienry, John Byers and Walter pendergraft



CARROLL, ROBERT CARSON. IMTERVxEW. 8449

- 9 -

a r e among t h e p ionee r peace o f f i c e r s of Old Greer* County

and Of Western Oklahoma.

As the country sett led up the large ranches were

cut up into smaller pastures and nany-of them were* fenced

unti}. the Government forbade the fencing-of, the outside

land. The cowboys had e i ther to go on west to New Mexico,

Arizona or Wyoming or sevtle dovsn on claims and try to •

make.their l iving by raiding only the number of ca t t le for

w'Jtch they had range and which they could feed in winter.

That did not go very well for a man who had done
r

nothing in his life but ride a horse. " A cowboy cannot

walk and follow a plow_ very Yiell,*but 1 fanned and

stock and la te r bought a farm near Lone wolf in Kiowa

Gounty where I have since made ray home.

• I an ;ow a State ranger, looking af ter the Fish and

Game of Oklahoma and .helping to impress upon the people

trie necesaity of^preserving the wiM l i fe which i s lef t

in our s t a t e .


