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Ethel B. Tackitt,
Interviewer. '
August 30, 1937. '

mnterview with Robert Carson Carroll
- Lone Wolf,Kiowa County, Oklahoma.
Born February 23, 1830
Father-~-3amiel B, Carroll
Mother-ifartha Mashburn Carroll

»

I was borﬂ‘near Bentonville Arkansas February 25,
1580, _
" In 1887 my pavents, Semiel Beker Carroll and
. Martha Mashbura Carroll moved our family to Texas and

FPather went to work én the Worsham Ranch in Clay County:

thetr brand was STV'. We lived in Texas wtil the |
Fall of 1388 and thén we moved to olé Graef County which

was called Texas at thdat time, and settled on a claim

near the little post office of Loaney at the head of Hogay
Grgek.‘ 3‘~A

| There were very few settlers in the country st that

- tims as almost all the land was under the conérol of ‘atilem
men and there & aumber of big outfits which had ranches and

tzz&sutfit was ow;ed

-

line camps all overvthe countryes Tho
by tbe Dallas Lsnd an- Cattle Company and Jesse Gibbens

' was boss. TheOA] ( O'M ) outfit was owmed by Sam and Joe
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Wh;te and the Séerenger'ﬁrathews, and Sam Vhite was bosse

We wers like most éf the early settlers; Faﬁher workm
ed for the remchmen end we did a little farming but as a |
general' thing it was too dry to raise anything. Native
grass grew high where there waa‘blue‘sag; gra;z in thé.
valleys, while the cat-tails aﬁd stan 3rass;; ~rew to the
hei-ht of a man on horse-back alm~ the bangs of the
ﬁorth Fork, the Elm Torx and ihe Salt Fork of the lled
River.

_ The stock wintered ontthis ;rasé, wﬂich on account

ofi£he usually dry ciim&te‘was cured.like hay and the
green grass unde neath furnished ample food for all animals,
antelope end deer as well a&s for horses and cattles Ther;
was 80 much rane that the curly Mesquite zrass of the high
lands had not beea eaten off aé ii now is and this Vesquité
grass’grew t0-a height of six or eizhi inches. : \e

The dread of fire was uppermost in the minds of both
cowboys and seftlers,_fox when a prairis-fire once gét é
gtart after the grass was euréd,.there wés litéle chince

of stopring it until it reached some river too wide for

the wind to blow someAdrﬁburningcow chips acrose end scatter

sparks. ~ These fires were generally sterted
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.+ by huntera who cawe into the c.untry and camped along

the rivers in the Fally These hunters wers-not carsful

li~e the cowmen and settlers, who watched these hunters

\.%

wh‘erever they made cuampe
Y eowl?oy would ri e fo. miles to see if a camper had
left any fire.

I have seen these prairie fies bwin a strip miles
wide fram North Fork to fed River, while tle cowbuys and
sattlers fow;ht it by killins a full growm cow, cutting
it open tyiné & rope to e&'ch front foct and then QO cowboy
on each side w'ould fusten the rope to the. hown of ‘.».islss:d-
dle -nd dras; the ded Lee’ down the line o” fire v::hii:a
others followed on fout with wet sacks sand whipped out the

tufts of .Tass which were left burmings.
” Tater was sca;rce ’and orky to be hadé at a spring or ~
alon : aome little biuach and it,m:a:; not always e sy to ‘et

a wagoﬁ and barrel fron the ranch 6r from a “Neéter!s’ ug-
out, I have druak mater.f:r. .. 2 c.w track in some 1littl
gully where there was a seer ayring and .wé_s glad to et it.

Novod: ever heard of a germ, but there were lots of wipglow

tails irn the rain wat.r whiéh stood ovér the prairie.
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The gprings and water.holeé‘were.land marks over
the cougzry. My bréther, cotn Alvin Carroll is four
&e&rs ol¢er thsn I and he and J rosmed the brakes and
prairie in every direction always windful though of the
. puttlesnakes vhich {nfested the cantry.

The first person to be buried in the Liberty .eni=
ete?y*which is five miles southeast of the prase{f tovn
of Hollis in what is now Harmon ﬁounty,was the daughter
of J. 0. ¥ill who was bitten by & rattleskake. At that
time there was little phat could e done as it waé’miles
to s doctor and nobody else seemed %6 kmnow how to treat
. a rattlesnake bite. It was the'custom of many cowboys
to %ill every réttier and I Enew Ané who owned a Cole
lection of more than four hundred sets of‘rattles.

Collecting thg'gattles of rattlesnakes became an
obseseion with Jolm Alvin and me and one day uhile we
- were enfoyin.; . stroll over the br-kes about:tmo miles
fr m home, wWe siw nea; the mouth of & gyp sink hdle,
abqus t;o fest wids,sn enormous rattlegpake stretched

in the sun, and Johm Alvin ssid that we must have his

rattles. We decided that i” we hit the snake with a

-
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rock which wns “he only thing we bad,,the snike would
more than liiely ~et into the 8yp sink hqle before 'we
coul geot the rattles.

8o, Joln Alvin cut a8 lon~ stick with ¢ fork on the
endﬁané instructed me %hrt I sho'dd do. He then zcl om
tle bnk abovg the snske and jabbed'the stick down, ©o

‘ notg
as to T sten tke smale, se 1t could/get intoc the hole.
He caustt i1 about %hrae feet fram the end of the tail

-

‘and the head end went in {the hole. ‘According to arrance-
*

ment I hit the he~d end ~ith a vir rock ard antinued to

pile rocks into *he lhole footenin- the head end dovm but

1% v.5 n-¥ dead; rattleskales ~re “ard to kill.

Afte~ the smake wis coversd in ‘the holes I went upon
the bank .1id held the fork d2 n on the Lody until John
alvin toclr his pocket knifle and ¢t off the rattles,

- = - ’ L
which we~e twenty-two in numher. Ile then "tisd a longz

buckakin strin- which he had in his pocket to the t:il of

the snake and told me “hat when he started to Jerk the’
snake out of the hole, ho would siart to run with it and
fo. me to takethe fork off snd hit it with a rocke I

. ) . - we
did as we had agreed and it all worked out ~s/had planned
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and we fin;shed-kil}}ng it end dregged it home to show
what we had done, Father meamsured it and 1t was six
feet iong but we did not tell for years how we got the
:féttlgs. for we knew we would get & licking for taking
qso gregt~a riske We collected more t&an three hundred
‘rat:les.

There are few rattlesnakes im the country at this

5
o,

“time.. i
)

gWhen\.‘\,l was fifteen years old I went to work for
:.tthe()ft { 0. X ) cow outfit ac akhorse.wrangler. Ford
was wason Lods. My ‘duties were to look after the sa&;
‘ dle horses. for the outfit and to help the cgo“in making
éamp,\aid to look out for water h les, |

Later I worked for the Matidoe outfit. The ranch
| was in Tex s but tﬁé range extended 41l over the countrys
The brand wasflflrl(m AT I) on the cattle s abO:
( Number 50 } on the right hip of the horsesz I was a
full fledyed cowboy then and I worked fcr thé“L--*~
(Mill Irons) cutfit. Their rench was also on the

Texac side of the river and Colonel Bnghég was bosge I

|
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was working for this outfit when the town of fampa,Tezas,

was laid out. A cowhand did not stay around the ranch.

He rode the range and 0ftsl was 1n.a‘l;ne camp, many miles
- away from the'ranch and sometimes wogld{nd%’be on the

ranch for months.

In 1898 1 workaed for Bill Henry and rode the range
in Greer Cou..ty, east of the present .town of lHollis,

One day John‘Bygrs,deputy sheriff'and ngte; Penderxr-
graft‘fieldideputy of Greer Countjlyith the sheriff of
Childers county, came t0 the ranch and téié,Bill Hanryﬁk.
tho was a Peace Officer in Greer Counfy for many yearé,

" that Ghief Quanah Parker of the Comanche’ Indian tribe:

 had reported to them that t.irty-five or forty Indien -~
ponie; had .een stolen and among them was his fine race-
horse. and he believed that two Mexicans .ere driving the
popies.

Bill.ﬁenry told them that I‘rod; the range for him

1

and to wait until 1 got in end find out if these ponies

VX !

had c¢rossed the range. I had seen a band of ponies driven
by-two Mexicans, a young man and a man who looked older

and I pointed out the trail to them &nd They followed this
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trail which took them over on the Mill Ixron Range.

The Mexicans began to fight and would not surrender;
John Byers and the oldest ﬁexicaﬁ got into close qﬁarters,
Byers trying to mane him surrender but the Mexican got
behind & large bridge timber which had been set in the
ground for'a.pasture gate post.u The lexican was gy?sd
with a wincheater, while'Byérs had a forty-five six-shooter.

It was hard té shoot £round the post and at last Byers
thought the Mexican had hit him as something had struck him
on the chesk just under the eye and hé thought it had gone
trrough his head as the blood spurted all over'him1‘ Some~
one shot tﬁe '‘exican and Byers called to vaiter Pendergraft
to cone and feel the back of h s head‘where he supposed
“the builet had coie out, but an examination rendergraft
. fournd that it wes not a bullet at-all which had hit éyers
but 8 knot which had been skot off the'pogéf This wes a
joks on John Byers as long af h; lived. ‘

The officers got all the horéas.except Cuahah §afker‘s (
racehorse. The\young keAicén was ridéng tihat horse and got

awey on it. Bill Lenry, John Byers and Welter Pendergraft

K
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are among the pioneer peace officers of 0ld GreeX County
and ﬁr Western Oklahoma, g
AE the country settled up the lgrge renclies were
cut up into smaller pastures and ;any~of them werd fenced
untid the Government forbade the feﬁcinghoﬁ the outside
iand. The cowboys had either t0 go on west to New Mexico,
Arizona of Wyoming or se*tle down on claims and try to
make. their living by rei:ing only the number of cattle for
w°ich they had range and which they co&ld'féed in winter.
That did nut go very well for a man who hed done
. nothing in his’life but ride 's horse. - 4 cowboy cennot
walk and follaw gﬁglow:verylhell,’but&} farmed andfraiseéu
stock snd later bought a farm near Eéhe %olf in ﬁiowg
-Gounty where I have since made my homs.
-1 a1 :ow & State ranger. lookxing after ihe Fisk and
Game ¢of Oklmhoma and helping to impress upon tné people

tne néceaéjgy‘of;pregarving the wilt life which is left

o

in our stats,



