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1 was er 15, 1872‘11 the state of Kentuaky

aad came from EdmonraoR Ooﬁnty, Keartucky, to Texss where I
1ived for some asver OT eight yeara. IR 1891 1 came with
uy Tather's family %0 the Iadiax Territory. We June Lhrough
by wagon ani on arrival begar ferming near Fauls Valley.
After utayilg at kome for some six monthe I was hired
by Waggomer nnd Suggs, TARORISR ReAr Pauls Valley, as & COW
puncher. I workod as & cowboy for these two meR for twenrty
years ruaning cattle or tho OpeR TARgS. Thers wers RO fences
but each maR kncw hil bounllry lines. The range was abundent-
ly supplicg with grass whick grew higher than & man's hesd.
and water was pleatiful. It wes the job of the pumcher to
" ges that the caftl. dié‘nat stray and to keep them on their -
owa range. There woro’ianotin»a when disputes srose that
evex caused bloodnh;d, over water rights or range rights.
Things of this sort seldom hiﬁﬁonod but whenr thoy‘dit they
were uuuully with soms TeRge hog or & tould-bs cattle king
who was unwilling to compromise OB squal grounds..

e life of 8 sowhoy was mot &8 glamorous nd eany
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going as it is sometimes pioctured, -amd thex it was not as
wild as (¢ wtn.u:lo to seem. In soms tales every ome from
the 00Ok up wears two pistols in his holster. This is ot
true. I wore omne forty-five whem orx duty amd shot it omrly
wheR neoessary. I‘uluo carried ; rifle ox my saddle. When
I was at the ramch kouse my gums lay umder my bumk.

Rach moraing I arose boféro daylight, saddled my poay
axd bezgar the day. About sundown I bedded tos cattle down
and cooked my supper; beef amd corm bread. 4ll the utemsils
were tim as they zud to be sarried om horseback aad my bed
consiasted of a single blanket.

About twice anpuallx the oo'boyg wenrt toc towa for
supplies. Paulq Valley 7as the nearsst place z=d waas our
supply ocnpfr. As these were about our omly outings, msome-
t?n.s we wenrt to a dance bu£ we gonerally spemt our meager
earnings for whiskey.

‘Each year severzl herds were drivern to Dodge City,
Kanszs, each herd cousisting of two or thres thousand head

“of cattle amd {t took from thirty to forty mor to drive a

herd. There were no defimits roads, just trails. There
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was only ome defirite route gset and this was kmown as the
Okisholm Trail. This was an established route that wound
arournd through the less demsc parts of the wooda anrd passed
the plage where Blanchard is now located. The trail was so
aaned becausge Johm Chigholm from Texas was the firat men
to drive a herd of cattle over the trail.

When the herd reached Dodge City it was loaded onr
cars - and shipped to Kansas City, ther to Chicazc snd thea
Bast wkere the cattle would be marketed.

Dodge City vaz 2% that time ore of the most wicked
cities iz America and was kmowa far and wide as & regular
cow towma. All classes of bad characters from.ganhlors, sa-
loon keepers ard pick-pockets to make bslieve preachers came
to Dodge City to prey on the cowboys. Dodge City had tao
graveyards,one knowr as Boot Hill, where all the mem who had
been killed or had died with their boota om were duried. The
other was used for those who died peacefully im bed. |

The first jail in Dodge City was a hoio dug ir the
ground, twelve to fiftesen feet deep. Damgerous drumk men

vere lowered imto this hole and allowsd to remaim umtil they
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were sober amd resdy tc promise to leave towa,

If one could visit aad see Dodge City today as it
was then it would be more educational tham studyimg all
the history of the city we have om recoré .

After I quit workimg for Waggzomer aad Suggs I worked
for Amos Wate, a Chickatlw Indiax. The methods used for
ranching ty Mr. Wate were somewhat different from those of
my former employers. Mr. Wate was shrewd acd calculating,
but was slow to accept the white mam's methods.

I worked for two years for Mr. Fate aard in 1912 I
married Miss Eliza Crome, daughter of a farmer vko 1ived
near Chickasha, 4t that time I had formed the acquairtance
of a Mr. Harrison avd Doc ¥Fard who were United States Mar-
shals.

Thers were few churches amd the schools were sub-
soription schools. A fee was paid for each child who
attended school, generally $1.00 per momth.

I now live at Cole where I have resided fcr two years.



