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" INTERVIEW WITH MRS. ETHEL HIBBEN CARTER
> 105 North D, St., Hugo, Okla.

' -‘Hazol B. Greene,

My fathor was Thomas Dixon Hibben, a white man from
Arkansgs. .He w§s olerk of the Supreme Court of the Chootaw
Nation till tbe tribal laws were aboliahed. Then he was a

_County @%mmissioner of Choctaw County for yearss Sometimes
he would be gone from home for months at Supreme Courte Ho(

@ -
died Jan, let? 1916,

\taw:mpthig was Mary Oakes, daughter of Thoﬁas E.lqékes
and Harriet Everidge Oakes. Mother was a sister to Lem, Dock,
(Joelqp o), George, Tom and s; L. Oakes, She died November 13,
1%32|1n Kpgo. rather and mother are both buried at the Qakes )
family oemoiory naér Goodwaters |

I_wes born August 21, 1884, et the 014 Oakes home
place, Fatﬁer and mother lived with Grandfather and Grand-
mother Oakes at this old home plaoe until after grandfather
died; thon grandmother broke up housekeeping and went to
live with her son, Se L. Oakes at Frogville, where she died
fourteen years or more afger grandfather did, Mother was
born in that old house, s0 was I and my daughter,~oow Mrs,
Beatrice Mathis, of Hugo, Oklahomaethree generations,

In %90? Dre Ms Le Oarter had just graduated.from med-
{cal school at Tulane University at New Orleans, la. and had

J
looated on "The. Big Farm® that was owned by some wealthy Tex-

m‘"
anse . -
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There ;are a good many tenant houses on this farm and asev-
eral were grouped aiound thQ Post Office, which was called
Shoals then, Therefore there wof; 80 many pe?plo there -

that a resident physician was really needed. ‘That plage
‘was afterward and is now called Woodstown, tho' there is no
po?t office there now,

In 1904 we were married.| Grandmother had broken up
housekeeping, as I said and gone to live with her son, and
father had built a ni;o house on his allotment, one mile
south of the o0ld Oekes plgpe, 80 this old Oakes home was -
vacant when Dr. Carter and I were married and we moved there.
Later:vo mov;d to. our -pyesent home in Hugo, where he prag-

$1ced his profession and operated a Drug store up to the time

&
of his death, fet. 23, 1923, SZe was buried &t lount Olivet

cemetery about a half mile southwest of :ugo, Oklahoma,

#» have four children.

\The,logs 1n‘that old house were immense, They must
‘have been 18 {nches or Aore in width after they were hewn,

and were post osk, They were chinked with very white dirt,
agd that dirt was between those logs when the 0ld house was
torn down~ad%t\a fow ﬁeara a-0s - There is nothing ﬁow at the
~old house plase but underbrush and traces Af the old'chimneys,

and the cemstery.
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That cemetery was once a beautiful place, énd was
Jjust for the Osakes family and théir connections. As far
back as. I can remember therc was“nothing at the Goodwater
sohéol site except traces of the o0ld walls, sills; chime
neys and the Qeﬁbtory. That wés‘a neighborhood gemetery,
yot the missionaries started it. Some of fhose‘old grévea_'
of mi;siongrios weré more than a hundred years 0ld when I
was a child, Somg of the inseriptions on the tombstones
Stold that. In‘answor-to our inquiries, we were told that .
those tombstones game from the old homes of the missionaries
in Virginia, and w;re'brought part of the way by ox wagons
and part by.steémar dp the river. The missionaries‘yére.
Presbyterians, - | ,

A neighborhood school was established whenl was.a
chii& aboué a mile fgom our home, and 1% was called Goods
watér. We wegé }o school there and as we grew older we .
;ont away, ;e girls to Tuskahoma Femsle Institute, then to
éary Caner College at Paris, Texas. | ‘

‘I ba£ regembef seeing grandmother molding oandles'
of beef tallow, a half dogen at & time. I also remember
our first lamps It.was a litile brass o;é, and we were

>

' Soared to death of 1t, afraid {t would blow up.‘
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Grandmother could speak the Chootaw Indian language,
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but wouldn't let us hear hert' When she was campelled to
speak {t, she'd drive uEAaway, out in the yard or some-
whers, :hey wanted to educate us away from that. Wanted
to teach us the white man's wey. Grandmother was fair snd
blue-eyed. She and grandfather both were faire

My father and mother“waré deepl& religious. -We
children dreaded to ses Sunday gome around, g;oause we were

not permitted to go out to play. Father was eupefintendent

of the Sunday School, and we had to at?enﬂ every Sunday. May-

be there would be only our family, snd a few little Chootaws

4
who could not talk or understand, but we had to be there and
o
that Sunday School was always held, There was never a fire

built for eocking at our house on Sunday. It was a11 done

%he day horore. We had Dutch ovens, and things were cooked

-

in thoae ‘on the fireplaoe,‘and if the weather was ¢old they
were left alose to the, fire and kept warm, but that was all.
Nor was there any house work of any kind done on Sunday.Moth-.
er and father took turns about reading theEﬁble\ to us all

day lQng on Sunday. It was a real relief when bedtime games

The Reverend J. P. Gibbonﬁ preaehed to us onge each month,

There -were eight of us ohildren, two years apart. 5o
\vaen we

begen getting grown and old enough t0 begin marrying off, I :

‘guess they thought 1$ time to let us have a good time, s0 thay

-

|
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begnn takilg us to partiea, but we were always in home by 12

. . S

was gotti

‘o'olOQk" : way of thinking, thet was Just when the paxty
5180 . \ !

G&addrathef Oakes was & carpentei, and éven _after he

’ ~

went blind‘he dould still feel and havo the oarﬁ%ntere yako

as pretty cojiin as one would wan to see. He was bl%#d

for fourte years. He made ooffins‘(\: the whole o

B .

and looms Tor the Indians for years a?d ears.

The had atretehed ropes from trees and posts al$

. over the fd ffr guides fot\gﬁm, soyhe could get hid exer- "

olze aloneipt'naéesaary. One afterngon I wae out in jthe

yerd with Him apd I had,edme bread ahd bu
‘ | .

ing to-get my bread and‘butfera ‘Moiher saw H{;\B§?1
. i . N

!

Te A o8t was try

with his came. | Tren she kuew he sotld see, after fours
. . . ] . .
years of blindness. When ihe askedthim why he struc

. cat, he said hej heard 1ty but she knew better. “He be

not to tell, eapecially andmother, bdt ehe did. An he

never tell how kong he ha been ablé to see, He hever go

he could read, but could see well e&ough to get araun; and ‘see
[

1 Ubjects and persons plaizly. The rqason he\\}d not: :iét‘{t -

e S :
told was because he was afraid it wquld worry hexra ere| vas
an Indian superstition that when an old person’a eyeahght TOn

turned after blindness, then they would scon die, Hejtook

pneunionia and died the, next November,



