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| ' WHITE DECR. ) i

White deer, of which en occasional specimen was sometimes
geen, ware objects of superstitious belief to coneidéraéie extent.
By some, such deer were regarded as a portent of misfortune,and
they were seldom molested in the olden times. .In later periods

" when firearms came into use and some Of the people saw noa partice .
uler reasen why the white deer should not be. slain, the belief
widely prevaue;i that :ch:e aﬁimsls could not be brought down ;vi’gh.
an ordinary leaden bullet, a bullet comz;o’seé of silver was de~
clared to be the proper missile to vbe uged. ansequently;';ome'
of the most expert marksmen smong the .hums:ers carr"ied et .leas?

: .'one silver bullet in their pouch. |

In the old nation east of the Mississippi Rivér ‘deer were

-~

numerous during a very long period but after tie arrival of

t

colonists the animels grew less in number each year and long
before the removal to Indian Territory: ir‘x: 1838~39, desr were
scarce in the greater portion of the original Cherokee country.
Bub in Indien Territory the des: were plentiful, especially in
.the rusged region kpovm even yet aé the Chémkee Bills. Among -

the herds which renged emong the valleys were a few whits deer
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(albixios)» concarning which kmizéh talk resulted. Tﬁe animals

were beautiful 'anci were consLJ:}cuous dmong the usual tawny-

hued membﬁrs gof the :ape;ci.es.- ~l‘h'e lastdwhite deer reported

having been ssen in the hill country south of Tahleqush wes

often mentioned sbgné fow yéar:_s before .?fdian Territory be-

came a part of the state of Oklahc‘wm;. The animél was réport-

ed on a number of occasions &s having been sgeen in what are. o
now uspal;ly raferred t6 as the Cookson Hills. 'A'b the lt(ime

thers were persons whb spoke of using silver bullets in casze

they saw and fired upon the white deer, bLut no one has seen

P

such a deer -ein'&e’the close of the Indian Territory days.
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